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ADVERTISEMENT.

THEe Publither having been favoured by a\
friend with a copy of the following in-
terefting Biography, which was printed at
Calcutta, conceives that it could not but be
écccptablc to this country, which is fo mate-
ﬁally interefted in whatever is conne&ed with
its valt pofleffions in India.

As it is a work which will probably excite
a very general intereft, he has thought it moft .
advifable to print it in oftavo;, whereby it
could be afforded at confiderably lefs than
half the price of the quarto original.
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- MEMOIRS

OF

GEORGE THOMAS.

.CHAPTER 1.

Introduction—Mr. Thomas enters into the
JService of Appakandarow,~~Repairs to Delhi.
—Account of the environs of that city.

. IN the enlightened period of the nineteenth
century, when the world abounds in cha-
ralters, as diftinguifhed for their abilities, in
every branch of fcientific and ufeful know-
ledge, as eminent for their courage and other
perfonal qualifications, it may afford matter
for furprife, that an obfcure individual fhould
merit the attention of the community. Yet,
when it is confidered that the fingularity of
B
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character, exhibited in the fubje of the pre-
fent memoirs, is rendered ftill more interefting
by his ‘adventures, his talents, his fuccefles,
and his misfortunes, detailed in the following
fheets, it may nat enly form the beft apology
for the compiler in fubmitting thefc memoirs
- to the public view, but alfo afford fome ufeful
inftru®ion to the reader. )

From the beft information we could pro- .
cure, it appears that Mr. George Thomas firft
came to India in a Britifh fhip of war, in
1781-2. His fituation in the fleet was hum-
ble, having ferved as a quarter mafter, or, asis
affirmed by fome, in the capacity of a com-
mon failor. |

Shortly after landing in the vicinity of Ma-
dras, the activity of his mind, overcoming the
lowlinefs of his fituation, he determined to
quit the thip, and embrace a life more fuitable
" to his ardent difpofition. -

His firft fervice was among the Polygars to
the fouthward, where he refided a few years.
- But at length fetting out over-land, he fpirit- -



GEORGE THOMAS. 19

edly traverfed the central part of the Penin-
fula, and about the year 1787 arrived at
Delhi. Here he received a commiffion in the
fervice of the Begum Sumroo. This lady is
well known in the hiftory of the tranfactions
of modern times. Soon after his arrival at
Delhi, the Begum, with her ufual judgment
and difcrimination of chara&er, advanced him
toa command in her army. From this period
his military career in the north-weft of India
may be faid to have commenced.

In various and fucceflive actions againt the
Seiks, and others of the Begum’s enemies, Mr.
Thomas, by his courage and perfeverance, ren-
dered her authority refpe@able. By thefe
fucceffes, he obtained a confiderable influence
over the mind of his miftrefs, and was for fome
time her chief advifer and counfellor.*

* Among other brilliant acts, performed by Mr. Thomas,
during his service with the Begum, was the circumstance
related in the History of Shah Aulum. The Compiler of
these Memoirs did not know, at the time, that Mr.
Thomas was the officer who commanded the party. But
that gentleman, durihg his residence at Benares, communi-

B2
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" But, unfortunately for the mutual inter-
efts of both parties, after a refidence of fix or
feven years, Mr. Thomas had the mortification
to find himfclf fupplanted in the good opinion
of the Begum. His authority was aﬁ'umcd by
a more fuccefsful rival.

This conduct in the Begum, exciting much
animofity and many heart-burnings between
" the two rival commanders, Mr., Thomas re-
folved to embark his fortunes on a different
fervice. He therefore quitted the Begum
Sumroo, and about 1792 betook himfelf to
the frontier ftation of the Britith army, at
the poft of Anopfhire.

Here he waited feveral months, in: the ex-
peation of receiving overtures for employ-
ment from fome of the native powers. He was
not deceived in thefe cxp¢&étio'rxs. In the
beginning of- the year 1793, Mr. Thomas,
being at Anopfthire, received letters from Ap-

‘eated a detail of the affair, which, with a slight variation
in a few particulars, happened as is stated in the. printed
work. See the History of Shah Aulum, page 167, et seq.
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pakandarow, a Mahratta chief, conveying
offers of fervice, and promifes of a comfortable
provifion,

- To comprehend the nature and ufe of Mr.
Thomas’s fervices at that juncture, it will be
neceflary to recur to the previous fituation and

‘profpc&s of Appakandarow.

This chief had formerly been himfelf in -
the fervice of Madhajee Scindiah, who gave
him the command of two battalions of infan-
try, raifed and difciplined by the celebrated
General Duboigne. In return for Appa-
kandarow’s fervices, Scindiah had alfo, fub-
fequently, entrufted to his management the
diftri&ts of Gualier and Gohud. Thefe, for
fome time, he conduéted with fuccefs: but
having, in the year 1790, invaded Bundelcund,
and being unfuccefsful in his operations, he
was compelled to contra& debts to a confider-
able amount. This irregular and improvident
conduét occafioned, firft, his removal from
command, and afterwards, his difmiffion from
Scindiah’s employ. Of a haughty and im-
patient fpirit, Agpa-kandaibw ill brooked this
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humiliation, and from that time fought, by
his own exertion, to cftablith an indepen-
dency. It was at this period he was joined
by Mr. Thomas, who had with him 250 ca-
valry, chofen men, and of tried valour on fe-
wveral occafions.

Thisacceflion of force was highly acceptable
to the Mahratta chief; he was, at that time,
unable to keep under fubjection feveral dif-
triés, which, on account of his ill fuccefs, had
» rebelled againft his authority, and withheld
the payment of their aceuftomed tribute,

Mr. Thomas was now direted by Appa-
kandarow to raife a battalion confifting of
1000 men and 100 cavalry. For the mainte~
nance of this force, he affligned to him the
pergunnas of Thajara, Thopookara, and Fe-
, rdzccpoor.‘ They are all in the Mawatty dif-
tri@, fituated to the fouth-weft of Delhi.
Thofe diftricts had, fome years preceding, been -
in a ftate of rebellion, nor was Appakandarow
able to reduce them to fubmiffion. The in-
habitants, when a large force was fent againﬂi
them, ufually took-fhelter in the mountains;

-
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but when the force was inferior in numbers,

by uniting, they proved vi¢torious. With ca-
" valry, likewife, they committed depredations
in every dire®ion. Thefe excefles naturally
rendered the Mahratta chief anxious of tranf-
ferring the diftriéts to any perfon who would
exert himfelf to prevent their plundering the
induftrious peafants. Mr. Thomas’s agree-
ment with Appakandarow was, that he thould
balance accounts every fix months. Thefe
terms having been agreed on, as an affurance
of confidence, he prefented Mr. Thomas with
two guns, fome ammunition, and a few bul-

JOCkSé

The neceflary arrangements having been
made, Mr. Thomas prepared to march, and
take pofleffion of the lands aforementioned.
He was however ftopped by accounts, dif-

patched by Mr. Perron, announcmg the death
of Scindiah.

The march thus poftponed, Appakandarow
repaired to Delhi ta guard againﬁ' an appre-
hended commotion in that capital.  On their
arrival at court, Appakandarow, and other
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chiefs, amomg whom was Mr. Thomas, were
honoured with Khilluts, fimilar prefents were
likewie given for Dowlut Row Scindiah, who
had now fucceeded to the po{fcﬁions of his
deccafed uncle.

The mention of Delhi affords an oppor-
tunity of prefenting the reader with an ac-
count of fome remarkable buildings, which
ftand without the precin&@s of the new city,
. and have hitherto efcaped the obfervation of
travellers. They were obtained by the com-
piler of thefe Memoirs during a vifit to this
celebrated city, in 1793. '

We come next to the tomb of Humaioon,
" the fon of Baber, fecond of the imperial Houfe
of Timoor, and memorable for a chequered
life of alternate profperity and misfortune.—
He died Anno Hejirah 963, and the maufo-
leum was erected by his fon, the famous Akbar,

on the weftern bank of the Jumna, in the city
of old Delhi.

The building is fituated in the centre of an
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ample terrace, of red ftone, two thoufand feet
in circumference.

Upon this terrace rifes the maufoleum of
folid red ftone. It is of a circular form, fur-
mounted by a ftupendous dome of white mar-
ble. Confpicuous from its dimenfions, this
dome is feen at a great diftance. Four mina-
rets, of red and white marble, fupport the ex-
tremities of the building. Thefe are crowned
with o&agon pavilions of red ftone,. having
marble cupolas. 1 judge the height to be
about a hundred and twenty feet. A winding '
ftair-cafe, of red ftone, leads to a terrace,
which encircles the exterior of the dome;
hence you have a noble profped, both of the
old and new Delhi.

The principal room below, is paved with
large flabs of white marble. It contains the
fepulchre of Humaioon, of the common fize,
but elegantly decorated with chifel work : it
bears no infcription. Adjoining to this room,
are other apartments, in which are interred fe-
veral princefles of the Houfe of Timoor.
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Upon the terrace aforementioned are the
graves of five princes of the royal family, viz,
Darah Shekoah, who was put to death by order
* of his brother Aurungzebe. 2d. Mooizaddeen
or,J chandar 3d. Shah Furrukfeir, put to:death
by the Seyuds 4th. Beedar Bukht. 5th. Azim
Shah, fon of Aurungzebe. Near them is the
grave of the late Emperor, the fecond Aulum- -
geer. :

About two hundred yards from the maufo-

leum of Humaioon, 1s that of the famous Khan -

Khanan, prime minifter of Jehangeer, and fon
of the renowned Byram Khan, memorable for
contributing, in fo great a degree, during the
fucceflive reigns of Humaioon, Akbar, and
Jehangeer, to eftablith the Houfe of Timoor
on the throne of Hindoftan. The tomb refem-
bles, both in fhape and fize, that of the Na-
waub Sufdar Jung. The fine marble cover-
ing however of the dome, as well as the inlay-
ings of the minarets, and. the gatcways, havc

been dllapxdatcd

The generous mind cannot without indig-
nation perceive the ravages which the diffe-
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rent invaders of Hindoftan have perpetrated
upon thefe magnificent remains of departed
grandeur. But what fhall we fay of thofe’
now living* who, for the paltry confideration
of a few thoufand rupees, ftrip the venerable
thrines of the fervants of their departed an-
ceftors, and, by robbing the dead of what gra.
titude or affeCtion had beftowed as a parting:
teftimony, acquire thereby a partial, and dif-
graceful opulence ?

A mile to the fouthward of the pew city are
the remains of the fort, palace, and mofque of
the Patan emperor, the firft Feroze. Thefc
ruins embrace a confiderable extent. The walls
of the fort are of immenfe thicknef§, and the
prodigious quantity of granite, with other
ftones, fpread in heaps over the whole of the
interior of the inclofure, denote it to have
been a grand and fplendid edifice.

This fort was built Anno Hejirah 755, and
was deftroyed by the Mogul conqueror Timoor,

* To every one at Delhi, it is notorious that a Priuce
of the House of Timoor now living, has actually sold the
marble of this tomb, for twenty five thousand rupees.
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in his invafion of Hindoftan. Toward the
centre of the place is a building of an ancient
ftyle, flanked with round pillars, and crowned
with turrets of three flories. At the top of
this building; on an ample terrace of ftone,
about forty feet in height, is a column of
brown granite. . On this column is an infcrip-
tion, in the ancient charater beforementioned,
as difcernible on the pillar in the fort of Alla-
habad, and, compofed of the fame materials,
This pillar is called, by the natives, Feroze
Cotelah, the ftaff of Feroze, and from the con-
ftruction of the building on which it'is placed,
I fhould conjeture it has been a monument
of Hindoo grandeur, prior to the irruptions of
the Muflulmans. Adjoining to the cotelah,
" is a very large building differing in the ftyle
of its architeGure from thofe mofques built
fubfequent to the eftablifhment of the Moguls.
This mofque is {quare, has four extenfive aifles
or cloifters, the roofs of which are ftone, and
fupported by two hundred and fifty columns
. of ftone, about fixteen feet high. The length
of the cloifters gives a grand appearance to
the building. An o&angular dome, of ftone
and brick work, about twenty-five feet high,
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rifes from the centre of the mofque. In the
weftern cloifter is a kibla, or niche, in the
wall, in the dire@ion of Mecca. Of this
mofqte the emperor Timoor took a model,
and carrying it with bim on his return to Sa-
marcand his capital, accompanied 4t the fame
time by artificers and workmen of every de-
fcription, he thortly after his arrival built a
magnificent temple.

In the northern aifle of this mofque, at the
‘upper end, is a {mall window, from which was
thrown the body of the late emperor the fe-
cond Allumgeer, who had been affaffinated at
‘the inftigation of his vizier Gaziodeen Khan.
The aflaffins were two Mahomedan devotees,
whom he had vifited under the pretext of their
working miracles. The body of this unfortu-
" nate prince, unburied, for two days lay on the
fands of the Jumna. At laft it was taken up
by permiffion of Gaziodeen, and interred in
the fepulchre of Humaioon. To me it appears
that the ftyle of building in this mofque, refers
to a period in the architeGture of Hindoftan
prior to the Mogul conquefts. The mofque at
Paniput, eretted by the emperor Baber, may be
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looked upon as the model of all the fucceed-
ing Mogul buildings.

COOTTUB MINAR.

Nine miles fouth of Delhi is the celebrated
column, defignated Coottub Minar, fituated
near, and deriving that name from the tomb
of Khaja Cuttubadeen. His difciple, Shem{a-
deen, of the family of Ghazi, ereted this co-
lumn, Anno Hejirah 770. Shemfadeen de-
figned that this pillar and another fimilar one
fhould have marked the entrance of a magnifi-
cent mofque. It was begun upon the ruins
of a Hindoo temple. Having finithed this
pillar, and parts of the buildings adjacent,
Shemfadeen’s premature death prevented the
completion of a work which would have been
one of the moft magnificent in the world.
The whole was intended as a 1onument to
perpetuate to pofterity the triumph of Ma-
homedan faith over that of Brimha. The co-
lumn has a moft ftupendous appearance. Con-
ceive a fhaft of fixty feet diameter, compofed
partly of red ftone, partly of white marble,
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rifing to the height of two hundred and fifty
feet. ' i

Afcending this pillar, relief is afforded by
four proje&ing galleries of red ftone. Taper-
ing tcward the fummit, it was crowned with
an octagon pavilion. 1 imagine this pavilion
would have contained at leaft, a dozen perfons.
Each of the galleries are moft richly tho’ diffe-

rently ornamented. The column is relieved,
" and rendered ftrikingly bold, by convex and
angular projetions.

~ Within this grand tower, is a circular flair-
cafe of three hundred and eight fteps of red
ftone. There are, at intervals, landing places
which communicate with windows. From
the oftagon, on the fummit, the view is ftrik-
ingly grand. Looking from fuch a height,
the mind is imprefled with fenfations of admi-
ration and of awe. Infcriptions in feveral
parts, twelve inches in breadth, embrace the
column. Thefe contain verfes from the
Koran, in the Arabick charadter. The gal-
leries are fupported by fculptured ornaments,
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of which the richnefs is greatly heightened by
a profufion of frieze work,

This defcription of the Coottub Minar, with
the engraving® fhewing the veftiges of the
ruins which furround it, will I doubt not in-
cline the reader to think with me that they
are objeds to a traveller, perhaps, equally inte-
refting as any in the world; and through the
eaft are not to be found more impreflive me-
morials of its ingenuity, its magnificence, and
its grandeur.

* For this I am indebted to the kindness of Licutenant
Macdoug#, of the engineers, from whose sketch, on the
spot, it has been engraved.
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CHAPTER II.

Mr. Thomas marches towards his new Pergun-
~ nahs.—Military operations.—Intrigues of Be-
gum Somroo.—She is depofed.—Death of

‘ Lezzc;ﬂ?).;dliercation betwixt Mr. Thomas
and Appakandarow.—Occurrences.

_JAVING remained fome time at Delhi,

A it afforded Mr. Thomas the opportu-
nity of recruiting his forces to 700 men ; with
-this reinforcement, he prepared for his depar-
ture to the diftri®$ which had been affigned
to him by Appakandarow.

_To the accomplifhment of ‘that purpofe a
_new obftacle arofe ;—unable to pay his troops,
they became mutinous, and plundered the ad-
jacent country. This condu& difgulting Ap-
pakandarow, produced high words between
him and Mr. Thomas. The difpute, aﬂ@,!
much altercation, ended in a compromife, by
c v
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which Mr. Thomas received the fum of 14,000
rupees, and an aflignment for the reft of his

claims. The latter, however, was never ful-
filled.

In the march towards his diftri&s, Mr.
Thomas retaliatéd upon the Begum Sumroo,
whom he now confidered his bitter enemy,
" laying undér contribution that part of her
country which came within his raute.

~ Arriving at Goorath, a large and populous

village, he impofed heavy contributions. Thefe
“amounted to a confiderable' fum. He found
here alfo an ample fupply of bullocks and
forage.

Continuing his march, after a long and te-
dious ddy’s journey, he encamped near the
town of Tejara, a place in the centre of the
Mewattee diftri®. The night was dark and
rainy : this and the extreme fatigue of the
foldiers confpired to render fuccefsful an at-
~tempt which the Mewattys made, and they
carried off a horfe from the very centre of the
camp.
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In the morning, a party was detached to dift
cover the village to which the horfe had been
conveyed. The party had not proceeded far
when they were attacked, and obliged to re-
treat. Orders were then given for the cavalry
to advance, and cover the detachment. And
M. Thomas himfelf leading the infantry, haf-
tily marched, and with his collected force, at-
. tacked the enemy at the village, to which, it

achars, the horfe had been carricd. By this
time they had aflembled and becdme forri-
dable. The centre divifion of Mr. Thomas’s
~ troops, in a thort time fet fire to the village,

“and there feemed no doubt of a complete vic-
tory, when the divifions on the right and left
giving way, fled with precipitation. The
wounded left on the field were, even at this
crifis of the altion, cut to pieces by the enemy.

The centte divifion, under the fpecial com-
mand of Mr. Thomas, now following the ex-
ample of their brethren, left him, of his troops,
only a dozen infantry and a few cavalry.

Thus.difcomfited and vexed by the unfteadi-
nefs of his troops, Mr. Thomas, as a laft refort,
c2
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.;cncouragcd his fmall party to exert themfelves
in extncatmg a mnc-poundcr, ‘which unfortu-
“nately, previoufly to the battle, had’ ftuck ‘in
the bed of a nullah. In this hé had juft fuc-
" ceeded, when the enemy, as certain of vi&tory,
. recommenced a furious attack, and éndeavour-
ed to feize the gun. ‘
‘The commandant of cavalry, a man | of dift
 tinguithed bravery, ftill adhered to Mr¥Tho-
- mas, and defperately, with a few others, threw
himfelf. between the gun and the enemy.
They were cut to pieces, but the gallant effort
afforded time to re-mount and oppofc a well-
_directed fire of grape from the nine-pounder.
This faved Mr. Thomas and the brave few of
his furviving party. For, after the difcharge
‘of a few rounds, the enemy retired to the fur-
rounding ravines. ,
Mr. Thomas now collected the fugi‘tiv'cs,
~who with his veteran party formed a detach-
ment of about 300 men. With thefe he un-
concernedly challenged the enemy to a renewal
of the combat, which they now as cauttouﬂy
declined.

’



A.D. '1793.]. GEORGE THOMAS. 37

In its firft view fo difaftrous, this a&ion, by
the dread it fpread among the enemy, proved.
highly fortunate. Great as was Mr. Thomas’s
lofs of brave and attached foldiers, that of the
Mewattys was infinitely more confiderable.
The immediate confequence was an overture,
on the part of their chief, of terms which
thortly led to an amicable adjuftment. They
agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a year’s rent, and
to reftore to him the property that had been
ftolen. The performance of thefe articles was.
guaranteed by fecurities.

The punithment of this village, the ftrongeft
in the whole diftri&, and its inhabitants the
moft refraltory, was highly favourable to Mr.
Thomas’s intereft ; the more fo, as in a pre-

~ ceding campaign the whole force of Begum

Sumroo had been in vain exerted to reduce it. -
Mr. Thomas next prepared to march againft

the remaining diftri&s which were flill in

rebellion; and, having recruited his force for

this purpofe, he was ordered by Appakanda;ov{r

to affift the colle@or of the diftri& of Kithna-

gur. , o
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Convinced by experience that vigorous mea-
fures could alone enfure fuccefs, Mr. Thomas
marched towards the refradory villages; of
which having gained poffeflion, they were
quickly confumed by fire. '

An cxamplc {o fevere deterred others from
purfuing a fimilar condu&. Of thefe the moft
* confiderable was the town of Jyjur; which,
however, fubmitting on the approach of the
troops, oppofition was at an end, and Mg.
Thomas returned to Tejara,

On the fubmiffion of Jyjur, Api)akandarow
gave Mr. Thomas an order for a fupply of mo-
ney upon the colleGor of that place. The
colle@tor endeavoured to evade payment, by
-reprefenting that the diftreffed ﬁ,'tuaiion of
Appakandarow (whofe troops had juft muti-
nied for want of payment of their arrears),
required every rupee that could be raifed ; in
confequence, Mr. Thomas muft, for the pre-
fent, difpenfe with payment. This, he obferves,
was true; but his people being in diftrefs, to
Px_’ovidc a rc?mcdy, he marched to Behadurg-
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hur, in order to raife by contnbutxon the ne-
ceflary fupplies.

In his route, the fmall villages were found
to be deferted and the large ones increafed with
numbers of armed perfons. By this time, Mr.
Thomas’s troops, thinned by frequent defer-
tions, amounted only to 300 men ; but thefe,
had they been foldiers accuftomed to difcipline,
would. ftill have been fufficient to anfwer the
purpofe of completing thc reduction of the re-
bellious Zemindars.

Arriving at Mundaka, the Zemindars of
which place had been the original caufe of the
mifunderftanding betwixt Appakandarow and
Mr. Thomas, were found ready for the com-
bat ; Mr. Thomas thercfore, though with a
* force fo inconfiderable, hefitated not in making
an jmmediate attack : in this he was fuccefsful,
and having defeated the enemy, he found in
the place plunder to the amount of four thou-
fand rupees.

During thefe tranfaions, the Begum Sum-
roo, and the Mahratta governor of Delhi,
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jealous of the afcendancy Mr. Thomas had
acquired, fent a force to watch his motions :
for the prefent he thought the moft prudent
method to efcape obfervation would be by
removing to a diftance, and’ his new levies
being now complete, he marched direély batk
to the town of Tejara.

At this place Mr. Thomas received a letter
from Appakandarow, who was ftill detained
in the fort of Kotepootly by the mutinous ftate
of his troops. His fituation had been reridered -
thus unpleafant by the intrigues of Gopaul
Row, Scindia’s commander in chief. That
chief had written letters to the principal firdars
in the army, promifing them payment of their
arrears provided they would deliver up Appa
as'a prifoner. He further obferved, that he
had but too much reafon to imagine the firdars
would yield a ready acquiefcence to this offer ;
that, diftrefled for provifions, and having his
- family with him, if Mr. Thomas could not
come to his affiftance, he muft ultimately be
compelled to throw himfelf on the mercy of
his enemi¢s. ’

NY
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On receipt of this letter, although it rained
heavily and the day was far advanced, Mr.
Thoriias, without hefitation, fet off : he march-
ed’all that night and the beft part of the en-
furng'day and night through a conftant and
heavy rain. About two o’clock in the morn-
ing he arrived at the fort of Kotepootly. The
inceflant rain prevented his having any oppo-
fition from the eriemy without, and he en-
camped’ under the walls of the fort. The
communication: was thus happily opened,.
and provifions being fent in, plenty fucceeded
to the fcarcity before experienced.

Mr. Thomas, aware that the fcrce of the
mutineers would daily become augmented,
recommended to Appakandarow to-evacuate
the fort, and retreat to Kanoond. In the mean
time he advifed that letters fhould be written
to Scindia, to deprecate the refentment of that
" chief. Approving of Mr. Thomas's propofal,
Appakandarow appointed the enfuing day for
the accomplifhment of his purpofe, and the
" bufinefs was condu&ed with fo much fecrefy
and addrefs, that until the moment of denar-
ture every one feemed ignorant of the intend-
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ed movement. At the appointed hour, Ap-
pakandarow, attended by a few perfons who
ftill adhered to him, came out of the fort of
Kotepootly with his family and effe&s ; he was
received by Mr. Thomas, and placed in the
centre of a ftrong detachment, who formed
around him, and commenced their march,

In order to prote& the baggage, Mr. Thomas,
- with the remainder of his force, remained be-
hind for a fhort time, but the enemy now ap-
pearing prepared to purfue the detachment
with determination to refcue Appakandarow,
Mr. Thomas, without further delay, joined
that chief. They had not proceeded far when
the van of the enemy made their appearance.
Mr. Thomas, as the only means.of infpiring
confidence, recommended to Appakandarow
to mount an elephant, and thew himfelf to the
troops. The meafure was inftantly adopted,

and attended with the happict} effe@ ; for the
enemy perceiving this refolute condu& thought
it moft prudent to retire, and Mr, Thovmas,'
without further oppofition, condu&ed his chief
in fafety to Kanoond. Appakandarow, releafed
from his embarrafiment, was defirous of making
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a grateful return for the fervices that had been
rendered. He adopted Mr. Thomas as his fon,
prefented him with the fum of three thoufand
" rupees to purchafe an elephant and palankeen
fuitable to the dignity of his ftation, ordered
him to encreafe his force’two hundred infantry
and as many cavalry ; and finally, made over
to hiM, in perpetuity, the diftri&s of Jyjur,
Byrce, Mandoté, and Phatoda, which yield
an annuagl revenue of a lack and ﬁft‘y thoufand *
r,u,‘pccs. ' -

He was then difmiffed by Appakandarow, and
direCted to complete the arrangement of the re-
maining diftrits in the Mewatty country.

This was become more neceffary ; a prin-
cipal Zemindar, by name Gunga Bifhen, and
of the tribe called Aheer,* had not only openly
rebelled, but had made offers to Gopaul Row
of furrendering up. the diftrict to Scindia; as
an additional inducement for his acceptarice,

¥ This tribe can brmg into the field 2 body of fourteen
thousand men.
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the rebel ftated that the real amount of the
revenues were much larger than what had
been acknowledged by Appakandarow, and
paid by him to Scindia as his lord paramount.
‘Appa being apprifed of this treacherous corres-
pondence, dire¢ted M#, Thomas without delay
to march and attack the rebel. He, on dif-
clofure of his treachery, fled to the mountain-
ous part of the Mewatty country, and there
fortified himfelf. The orders for the march
had been kept a profound fecret in Mr. Tho-
mas’s camp. Arriving fuddenly before the
place, by a fuccefsful firatagem Mr. Thomas
took Gunga Bifhen prifoner, whom he fent
to Appa. The fort was ftill maintained by
his nephew, and a garrifon of one thoufand
~ men; they had abundance of provifions, am-
" munition, and ftores of all kinds; the only in-
convenience {uftained by the inhabitants was
a fcarcity of water. This article was not to be
procured within two miles of the place. M.
Thomas, in the hope of compelling them to
furrender, commenced a blockade ; and the
better to enfure fuccefs he conftructed a cham
of redoubts round the fort.
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" "Whilft employed in the ere&ion of thefe
pofts he had a narrow efcape for his life. 'Re-
tired to fnatch an lour of fleep and refrethment
“from the toils of the preceding day, Mr. Tho-
mas was fuddenly awakened in the night by
the noife and thouts of the enemy.  Repairing
to an eminence in the neighbourhood, he had
the mortification' to perceive that his own
people had given way, and the enemy were
" become mafters of a newly-finithed redoubt,
together with the arms and ammunition con-
tained within: to add to his diftrefs he per-
ceived a party advancing to the place. where
he ftood, unarmed and defencelefs, (the hurry .
of his being awoke not giving him time to fe- -
cure either piftols or fide-arms) : fortunately
however for him, a faithful fervant had fol-
lowed him with his fword, which taking from
the man’s hand he prepared for his defence.

- From various quarters fpears were thrown,
and matchlocks fired at him but without effe&.
Perceiving a ftand of colours which his own
merrhad left behind, he ftooped to pick them

up, whith the enemy obferving, concluded by
the motion of his body that he had been
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wounded ; they rufhed on him in numbers;
and wounded him in feveral places. This
compelled him to relinquifh the colours and
attack the enemy, whom he foon obliged to
retrecat. Mr. Thomas then afcended an emi-
nence, in order to difcover, if poflible, the
direction his éwn troops had taken in their
pufillanimous flight, but in vain, Faint from
. the wounds he had received in the late en-
counter, he now retired within his trenches
and got them drefled. The ﬁcgc of the place
advanced apace, and two mines having been
fprung with confiderable effect the garnfou
capitulated.’

During this fiege Mr. Thomas and his
people had undergone great hardfhip. Whilft
the grain remained on the ground he was
enabled to procure fupplies from the neigh=
bouring country, but the harveft being got in
they were reduced to a fcarcity. of provifions.
His own tent, ‘the only one in the camp, was
converted into an hofpital for the fick and
wounded ; and the feafon being fevere Mr.
Thomas humanely fold his own harfes to pro-
.cure blankets for the men.
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Mr. Thomas next marched to Jyjur : on his
“arrival at that place, the zemindars who had
tevolted, not chufing to conteft the point, paid
~ their rents, and the troops received their ar-
" tears.

Gopaul Row, the Mahratta general, was
about this time fuperfeded in his office of
lieutenant-general of the poffeflions of Scindia
in Hindoftan. Luckwah Dadah and Jigwah
Bapoo were appointed to fucceed him. In
" this ftate of Mr. Thomas’s affairs, the army
* of thefe chiefs arrived in the vicinity of Appa’s
country. That chief determined to pay his
refpeéts, ‘and for this purpofe repaired to their
camp ; at firft he was well received, but had
not long remained when a fum of money was
 required of him under pretext of payment of
an old tribute due to Scindia. He was more-
over informed, that until this was paid he
would bé detained in the camp.

Unable to raife the fum demanded, Appa-
- kandarow was under the neceflity of refigning
the beft part of his country into the hands
of Bapoo Farnevefe, who had been appointed
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: by the-expréfs orders of the Poona government.

‘Although the fum required was lefs than two

i lacks of rupees, and, many perfons in Appa’s

- family could eafily have afforded him affiftance

in his diftrefs, not a man was to be found who

would now part with a rupce. The diftris

-were-therefore made over in mortgage ;, and

: the fum required by the Mahratta command-
-+ ers was advanced by Bapoo Farnevefe.

It was moreover ftipulated, that the troops

. kept up by Bapoo, for the purpofe of collec-

tion, fhould be paid from the treafury of Ap-

- pakandarow. ¢ In fhort (fays Mr. Thomas

~in terms of indignation) it was plainly to be

! feen, that whoever might hereafter, by chance

of war, obtain pofleflion of the diftrifts in

. queftion, it was evident that by thefe concef-

- fions, Appa bad for ever done away his own
right.”

Among thefe pergunnahs were three in the
-Mewatty country which belonged to Mr.
. Thomas. The lofs to. him was fevere ; but,
as he obferves with a confideration highly to

' his credit as a foldier, ¢ I had no caufe for
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“¢ complaint when my principal was ruined.”
After thefe tranfa&tions Mr."Thomas was .di-
- refted to affift the deputy appointed by Appa
to collet the revenues of the remaining part of
his country: a tafk of confiderable difficulty;
fince the Zemindars, hearing of Appa’s deten- |
* tion in the camp of the Mahrattas, had broken
out into open rebellion againft his authority.
To reduce them to obedience, Mr. Thomas
~ marched with about eight hundred men that
remained after the heavy fervice he had lately
experienced; promptitude in planning, and
vigour in execution, being abfolutely neceflary,
Mr. Thomas, by his animated exertions, in a
very fhort time captured feveral of the princi-
- pal places, fome by day affaults, and others by
night. :

Among others, the capture of Byree appears
interefting in the narration. ¢ In the fort;
fays Mr. Thomas, ¢ exclufive of the garrifon,
“ were three hundred rajepoots and jauts.
“ Thefe had been hired for the exprefs pur-
‘ pofe of defending the place, and it was here
“ I was in the moft imminent danger of lofing
“ the whole of my party. We had ftormed

D
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“ the fort, and were beat back with lofs;
“ one of my firdars was wounded, and, from
““ the confufion that occurred, left behind in
* the hands of the enemy; the deingcr was
« every moment increafing, the town was on
« fire in feveral parts, and our retreat nearly
¢ cut off by the flames that furrounded us.
«In this fituation, we had the additional
¢ mortification to perceive the mercilefs enemy
¢ feize on the wounded officer, and, with fa-
‘ vage barbarity, precipitate him into the fire.
¢ Equally animated, as enraged, by this fpec-
“ tacle, my troops now ruthed forward to the
¢« attack, with an ardour that was irrefiftible.
« Having gained entire poffeffion of the fort,
¢¢ the foldiers, with clamorousexpreffions of re-
“ venge, infifted on the death of every one of
« the garrifon that remained, and I was not in-
““ clined to refufe; but it coft us dear, the -
‘“ enemy to a man made a brave refiftance.
« This conteft was continued fo long, as to
« afford time to thofe who had retreated, to
¢ return: by this means, we were again en-
« gaged, and at one time almoft overpowered ;
“ but, receiving a reinforcement of our own:
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“ party, the enemy, by flow degrees, began

“again to retreat which they effeted. I

“ purfued with the cavalry: the enemy once’
“ more made a ftand in the junglés adjoining
“ to the town; when, after a fecond defperate

* conflit, they gave way on all ﬁdcs, and

“ moft of them were cut to pieces.’

Scarcely however had Mr. Thomas com-
pleted the objeds of his march, when he re-
ceived letters from Appa, of a tendency moft
unpromifing : in thefe, Appa, after defcantin
on his finances, the low ftate of which did
not permit him to retain longer, either Mr.
Thomas or his troops, recommended him to
difmifs his battalions, and rcpaxr to the head
quarters, which were now in the country of ’

the Row Rajah.

In anfwer, Mr. Thomas ftated his utter im-
poflibility to difcharge the men, without pre-
vious payment of their arrears. He then
marched to join Appa, and found that chiefin
the vicinity of Alwar. Appa, after expatiating
on the ungrateful condué of thofe perfons who
had cn_]oycd his confidence, informed Mr.

D2
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- Thomas, in terms of apparent unecafinefs, that
the Mahratta commanders, who had become
acquainted with his influence, and the part he . ..
had taken in the bufinefs againft the mutineers,
confidered him as. a dangerous perfon; as one
who would, if occafion occurred, a¢t againft
the interefts of Scindia himfelf: they had -
therefore requefted of him to difcharge Mr.
Thomas from the fervice. .

This information, however, Mr. Thomas
found to be incorre&; for in a conference he
had with Luckwa on the following day, that
chief not only difclaimed . all idea of difap-
proving Mr. Thomas’s condu&, but even of-
fered him the command of two thoufand men
in the fervice of Scindia.

Mr. Thomas, for feveral reafons, declined clo-
~ fing with this propofal. The diftriéts of Appa’s
country were now in open rebellion ; and, not-
withftanding the prefent deceit on his part,
Mr. Thomas confidered himfelf under obliga-
tions which could not be paffed over; that if
he now quitted him, it would in all probability
prove his utter ruin; he therefore refolved to
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adhere to Appakandarow, and endeavour to re-
trieve his affairs,

Appa excufed Mimfelf for his late condu&,
and Mr. Thomas now prepared for his march.
For the prefent he was interrupted by a requeft
from Luckwa to ‘afford his affiftance in the
reducion of a fort which had refufed to pay
the ufual tribute. Mr. Thomas, with the
confent of Appa, joined the forces of Luckwa,
and commenced their march.

~ On their arrival before the place Mr.
Thomas’s poft was affigned him; but his fol-
diers being now fix months in arrears, refufed,
without payment, to proceed: in this exi-
gency, Mr. Thomas, to fatisfy their demands,
was once more compelled to part with his
. property; having done this, the foldiers re-
turned to their duty.

* The enemy, in the hope of compelling the
Mahrattas to raife the fiege, had taken pof-
feffion of the ravines in ‘the neighbourhood:

feveral fkirmifhes took place, mth lofs on both
fides.
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‘A propofal was made by Mr. Gardiner, the

commandant of a brigade of Scindia’s troops, -
to advance the fecond parallcl a council af-
fembled to confuilt on the Moft cligible mode,
but finding this could not be effeéted without
firft taking a redoubt which lay in their froat,
no perfori appearing inclined to rifk thc enter~
prife, the council broke up.

On thc cnfuing day Mr. Thpmas, of his own
accord, took an opportunity, when the enemy
were off their guard, to ftorm the redoubt.
chcatcd attempts were made by the enemy to
regain poﬁ'cﬁion, but he bravely maintained
himfelf in it, till a reinforcement amvmg they
gave up the conteft. Mr. Thomas immedis
ately fortified the poft.

The parallcl was advanced, and the gar-
rifon perceiving no chance of fuccour from
without, the commandant negotiated, and as a
ranfom for the fort agreed to pay the fum of
two lacs of ‘rupecs. Mr. Thomas reccived a
fum fufficient to reimburfe him for the ex-
pences he had incurred, and was then dirc&qd
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to return to his own diftriés.  Soon after his
arrival he reftored them to order.

Mr. Thomas had by this time formed - his
men into a regiment confifting of two bat-
talions; of thefe, one he detached to collec
the revenues of the country, and with the
other remained at Jyjur. |

During thefe tranfa®ions begum Sumroo,

in whofe fervice Mr. Thomas had formerly

been employed, was now trying every means
in her power to effe& his ruin. She had even
gone fo far as to bribe the Mahratta officers to
advife his difmiffion; and a body of Mahrattas
having joined her army, fhe marched from
Sirdhanna, her capital, and encamped about

feventeen cofs fouth-eaft of Jyjur. |

This condu& in the begum Mr. Thomas
attributed to the influence of the officers in
her fervice; and more particularly to that
of Levaflo, who not only commanded her
troops, but had lately received her hand in .
marriage.
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On every occafion, he was the declared and
- inveterate enemy of Mr. Thomas; and had by
his.influence wrought in thc begum her pre-
fent determination.

In the begum’s army it was publicly af- -
ferted, that their prefent deftination was
againft Mr. Thomas. Her force, conﬁﬁmg of
four battalions of infantry, twenty pieces of
artillery, and about four hundred cavalry, was
commanded by officers of tried and acknow-’
ledged abilities. Mr. Thomas, having recalled
the battalion that had been detached, had
now a rcglmcnt confifting of two thoufand
men, ten pieces of artillery, five hundred irre-
gulars, and two hundred cavalry.

The diffenfions, howeyer, that arofe among
the begum’s officers, not only induced her to
relinquith her intention of attacking Mr.
Thomas, but ended in her imprifonment, and
the total fubverfion of her authority. The
catife of thefe dxﬁ'enﬁons muft now be traccd
to its fource.

ngaﬁ’o, who had the chief command of the
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begum’s army, was jealous of the authority
‘of L.egois. This man 1s a German; and fo
named from Liege, the place of his nativity.
He had been many years in habits of intimacy.
and friendfhip with Mr. Thomas ; and, on the '
prefent occafion, had ftrenuoufly diffuaded the
begum from the propofed hoftilities. This
condud& having given umbrage to Levaflo, he
by his influence with the begum, procured
Legois's degradation; and to render his difgrace
the more mortifying, his place was given to a
junior officer.

A condu@ fo inconfiftent’ and unjuft dif-
gufted the foldiers, who for many years had
been commanded by Legois, with whom alfo
they had often fought and conquered. They
remonftrated, but in vain, againft the meafure;
finding there was no hope of altering the be-
gum’s refolution, they fuddenly brokc out
. into open mutiny. They invited Zuffur Yab
Khawn, the fon of the late Sumroo by a
former wife, who then refided at Delhi, to be-
come their commander. In return, they pro-
mifed to feat him on the mufnud. For this
purpofe, a deputation of the army, in fpiteb of
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all the exertions of the begum, repaired to’
Delhi, and folemnly tendered him the com-
mand. Zuffur Yab Khawn, fearful of the in-
trigucs of his mother-in-law, at laft confented.
To relieve his apprehenfion, the deputation,
m the name of the army, took an oath of
fidelity to him on the fpot.

On the firft intelligence of the confpiracy
the begum and Levaflo, with a few of their
old fervants, prepared for flight. It was their
intention to have proceeded direély to the
Ganges, and to feck refuge in the country of

“the vizier Afuph ool Dowla.

In this refolution, however, they were un-
fortunately 'intcrceptcd. " A party of cavalry
which had been detached by Zuffur Yub
Khawn on the firft intimation of their flight,
overtook and furrounded them at the village
of Kerwah, in the begum’s jaghire, four miles
diftant from her capital.  Previous to the com-
mencement of hoftilities the commandant of
cavalry proclaimed a free pardon, and promife
of their arrears, to the foldiers who ftill adhered’
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" to the begum, on conditi'on' of their laying
down their arms, and delivering up the begum
and her hufband.

In the confufion that arofe, and before any
refolution could be taken, fome fthot were fired, .
and a few men flightly wounded. The foldiers,
perceiving they had nothing to hope from the
begum (who, they knew, only withed to get
away with her effets), openly declared them-
felves for Sumroo’s fon. ‘The infantry then
furrounding her palanquin demanded her to
furrender ; the cavalry at the fame time fur-
rounded her hufband, who was on horfeback.
The begum at that inftant drew a poniard from
her fide, and running the point of it acrofs her
" breaft drew a little blood, but with no inten-
tion of killing herfelf. Her attendants calling
for affiftance, Levaflo hearing the tumult de-
manded to know what had happened. He was
anfwered that the begum had killed herfelf:
twice he put the fame-queftion, and receiving
the fame anfwer, with great deliberation he
put a piftol to his mouth, fhot himfelf, and
immediately. fell from his horfe. ¢ The vil-
* lains (fays Mr. Thomas) who, the preceding
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- * day, had ftyled themfelves his flaves, now
“ committed every a& of infult and indignity
“ upon his corpfe!” For three days it lay
expofed to the infults of the rabble, and was
at length thrown into a ditch.

Meanwhile Zuffur Yub Khawn advanced to
Sirdhanna, whither the begum had already
been condudted a prifoner; and having affumed
the government of the jaghire, tranquillity was
foon re-cftablithed.

Freed from the apprehenfion of hoftilities,
Mr. Thomas now feduloufly employed him-
felf in the arrangement of the diftriéls,

Appakandarow, who during the late events
had found means to fow diflenfions between
Luckwa and Bappoo Fernevefe, now reaped
the fruits of his addrefs. Finding thefe
commanders at variance, he prepared to re-
turn to Kanond; and while on the march
to that place, fent written orders to Mr.
Thomas to difmifs the colletors who had been
appointed by Bappoo, and.to reinftate his
own.
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Mr. Thomas obeyed ;. but Bappoo's army
amounting to three thoufand men, it coft the
lives of many to difpoflefs him.

This affair however being at length termi-
nated, Mr. Thomas had the long-cxpe&cd
interview with Appa. They met at Narnoul,
a place which had that morning furrendered
to his arms. After the ftrongeft expreffions
of fatisfattion, and of the fenfe he entertained
of his fervices, as proof of thofe fentiments
Appakandarow prefented Mr. Thomas with
an elephant, a palanquin, thawls, and other
articles of value.

A reception focordial was highly gratifying;

- but its effe@ was foon diminifhed when, three

days after, Appa demanded the delivery of a

Bramin in the fervice of Bappoo Fernevefe,
from whom he intended to exa& a fine.

It muft here be remarked, that previous to
the furrender of the fort this man, coming pri-
vately to Mr. Thomas’s camp, had offered terms
for the delivery of the fort, for hxmfclf and two
others who accompanied him ; as the rcward
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of his treachery, he required fecurity of life and
property, towhich Mr. Thomas yxclded a rcady
affent.

Notwithftanding thefe affurances, Appa, at
this time in want of a fupply of money, infift-
ed on his delivery, which Mr. Thomas for the
. reafons above ftated as pofitively declined. -

To convince Appa of the juftnefs of his rea-
foning, Mr. Thomas exhibited to that chief
his own written orders, which had been com-
municated at the commencement of hoftilities.
Thefe pofitively fpecified that the fervants of
Bappoo or his adherents who fubmitted thould
not fuffer either in perfon or fortune, but on
the contrary were to be allowed a fafe conduct
and fuitable efcort to Mattra or Delhi. -

In vain Mr. Thomas fhewed this order;
Appa continued inflexible, and contended
moreover that as ‘thefe people had formerly.
been in his own employ, he had on the prefent
occafion a right to extort money. On quitting

the durbar the bramin informed Mr. Thomas
* that he with others was willing to fettle ac-
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counts with Appa, and only required that per-
{ons of integrity fhould be appointed to infpe&
them. To this likewife Appa refufed his con-
fent; adding that if Mr. Thomas ftill hefitated
to deliver up the people his own confequence
would thereby be leflened in the eyes of his |
army. They parted mutually diffatisfied with
each other. To bring this bufinefs to an iffue
Mr. Thomas fent a meffage, offering to procure
a perfon who, if the bramin was liberated,
thould become refponfible for the adjuftment
of the accounts. Appa, highly enraged, and
. well knowing that the bramin owed him no-
thing, not only reje&ed this propofal, but de-
clined all further intercourfe.

A few dayé after this altercation, Appa fent
a meffage to Mr. Thomas defiring his attend-
ance in the town. He went thither. On his
arrival at the houfe he was informed by the
fervants that Appa was unable to come down.
Mr. Thomas, unwilling to give any. caufe for
offence, ordered the foldiers who had accom-
panied him to remain below ; and afcending
by himfelf, was, by a perfon on whofe attach-
ment he could rely, introduced into his apart-
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ment : to his no fmall furprife, that chief ap-
peared in perfe health, but of this Mr. Tho-
* mas took no notice. The difcourfe concerning
the Bramin was renewed; and fhortly after
Appa rifing from his feat, told Mr. Thomas he
intended taking a flight repaft, and would then
- return.  Scarcely had he quitted the raom in
which they fat before Mr. Thomas was fur-
prifed by the appearance of feveral armed men.
He now began to fufpe& fome treacherous at-
tempt againft his perfon might be intended ;
but with that prefence of mind which on try-
ing occafions never forfook him, he continued
firm on his feat, convinced that if on this oc-
cafion he had retired it would have afforded
martter of triumph to his enemies.

In this fituation he remained until Appa re-
turned to an adjoining room;- from therce he
fent Mr. Thomas a writteén order immediately
to deliver ‘up the perfons in queftion. Mr.
Thomas perceiving matters were advancing to
a crifis, and preferring death to difhonour, rofe
from his feat, and refolutely told the perfon
who had delivered the order that he would
never perform what was now required ; with-
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put further difcuffian he entered the apartment
of Appa, his fword being in his hand, but as
yet undrawn; . the Mahbratta chief, on Mr.
Thomas’s approach, appeared hefitating, and as
if he was uncertain how to act; Mr. Thomas
perceiying his confufion took this opportunity
of paying him the cuftomary compliment, and
retiring unmolefted, though fully determined
to vifit him no more.

On his arriyal in the caﬁ;p, Mr. Thamas dif-
patched his Dewan to Appakandgrow with
the.following meflage :—** That compelled by
* a juft indignation again{l the treachery of his
“ proceeding, he would no longer ferve him.”
In making this declaration, Mr. Thomas had
the fatisfalion to find he was fypported by.
the troops ; who, fired at the infult offered toa
man whom they fo highly refpe@ed, had de- -
clared with unanimous confent that they would
yemain no longer in the fervice of Appakanda-
row. Intimidated by this fpirited refolution,
Appa now withed to compromife the matter:
he fent excufes to Mr. Thomas in mitigation
of his treachery, and to enfure confidence came
the pext day in perfon to the camp. Willing

B :
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to forget the paft, Mr. Thomas received his
chief with refpe@; and matters having once
more been placed on an amicable footing,
Appa told Mr. Thomas that he had received
., letters from Bappoo Farnevefe, requefting the:
. delivery of the perfons who had occafioned the
differences, as a perfonal favour to himfelf.
They were accordingly fent off to. Muttra in
the manner propofed.

- Mr. Thomas was now dire@ed to repair to
the: Mewatty country, to colle& the tribute
" 'that had become due. Taking leave of Appa,
‘he in a few'days arrived at Mewat ; his pre-
fence at this junture was the more neceflary,
perpetual quarrels having arifen between the
~ colle&ors of Appakandarow and thofe who had
been recently nominated by the Mahratta com-
manders. Mr. Thomas, however, by his a&tive
-and fpirited condué on this occafion, by punith-
ing fome and conciliating others, at laft brought
‘matters into a favourable train of fettlément.
. In the courfe of thefe tranfactions he had been
under the neceffity of taking one of the forts
by ftorm, in which were found feveral pieces of
artillery, and an abundant fupply of bullocks
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and other carriage-cattle.  Appakandatow,
hearing of this capture, claimed as his right the
artillery that had been found in the fort. Mr.
"Thomas as ftrenuoufly infifted on its being the
. property of the captors. Repeated altercations

-enfued, till at length Appakandarow having
fecretly gained over a body of Ghofleins, who
were proceeding to their annual pilgrimage at
Hurdwar, inftigated them to the attack of Mr.
Thomas’s camp. '

E2



68 MEMOIRS OF EA b. 1755,

CHAPTER 1IL

Deferiptive accontt of the Hurdwar, and of the -
annual pilgrihmge-—Mr Thomas defeats the
| Gliqﬂé:m—-—tﬁe diftricts of Panniput and Sones
pub are added to M. Thomas's pojfeffions—e
‘account of the city of Panniput, and of the
" canal of Ali Merdan Khan. :

THE mountains through which the Ganges

flows at Hurdwar, prefent the fpetator
with the view of a grand natural amphi-
theatre ; their appearance is rugged, and def-
titute of verdure ; they run in ridges and blunt
points, in a direction eaft and. weft; at the
back of the largeft range, rife, towering to the
clouds, the lofty mountains 6f Himmalayah,
whofe tops are covered with perpetual fnow,
which on clear days prefent a moft fublime
profpe&.  The large jagged mafles, broken
‘into a variety of irregular fhapes, added to
their ftupendous - height, imprefs the mind
with an idea of antiquity and grandeur cocval
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with the creation, and the cternal froft with
which they are encrufted appears to preclude .
the poffibility of mortals ever attammg their
fumpmit. '

In viewing this grand fpectacle of natuze,
“the traveller may eafily yield his affent to, and
pardon, the fuperftitious veneration of the Hin-
doovotary who, in the fervour of his imagi-
nation, affigns the fummit of thefe icy rcgions |
as the abade of the great Mahadeo, or Firft
Caufe; where, feated on his throne of ice,he 1s -
fuppofed to receive the homagc of the fur--
rounding univerfe.

Hurdwar is a place of great fan&ity, and
rendered memorable for the pilgrimages madc
: thxthcr from a remote antiquity.

About the latter cnd of March, and begin--
ning of April, the pilgrims from Punjab, Guzu-
rat, and the loweft points of Bengal, affemble
in prodigioys numbers.

In 1794, not lefs than an hundred and fifty
thoufand perfons were affembled, though four-
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teen days were ftill remaining before the pil-
, grimage would be comp]etcd

Brima and Bifhun, or the creating and pre-
ferving powers, are the principal objets of
worthip at Hurdwar. The temple, fituate at _
the foot. of the mountain, is called Brimha-
kood, or the refervoir of Brimha. Hither the
pilgrims refort, and after’ purifying themfelves -
in the Ganges, they cut off théir hair and
fhave themfelves. Thofe who die during the
~ pilgrimage, are burnt on the banks of the
Ganges, and their athes thrown inta the
river, |

The pilgrimage to Hurdwar is efteemed of
fuch confequence, as to be equivalent to that
~of Cafi (Benares), Puraug {Allahabad), or Chil-
lumbrum, in the Carnatic; and a devotee wha
. has vifited this place may be excufed from
4gomg to any other the remainder of his days.
This pilgrimage never fails to benefit the in-
habitants of Hurdwar and the neighbouring
villages ; as out of the great pumber who re-
fort there at the annual bcrio’d, all perfons are
ebliged to pay a duftoor, or tax, to the bra-
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mins. and chokeydars of the v1llagcs This
amounts to a large fum -

Excluﬁvc of the profits before ftated, the

Mabhrattas receive a tax upon horfes and ca-
_ mels coming to the fair; the former paying
~eight annas per head, and the latter fix annas;
.one half of this impoft is leviéd at the village
-Joalahpore, and the remainder at the Hurd- -
war. Hackerys, or wheel-carriages, pay a tax
of eight annas, and the covered doolies for the
‘women two annas. There is likewife a refoom
~ (cuftom) upon the fale of horfes and camels,
on the former ten per cent. and the latter
cight, which is paid equally between ‘the
vendor and purchafer. - Another ‘mode by
‘which the inhabitants enrich themfelves is,

by raifing the price of grain and articles of

provifion, though upon the balance this is not
much againft the vifitors; who, bringing along
~ with them the produétion of their refpetive
countries, difpofe of their goods to advantagc :
at Hurdwar,
Hence this pilgrimage has been ‘converted
into a great fair, where all forts. of merchan-
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diz¢ from 'various parts of Hindeftan aré
fold : :

‘To Hurdwar are brought horfes, catnels,
muleés, cloths from the Punjab, fhawls, frdit,
faffron, matk, Cathmerian weéol, brafs, and
“tutinague ; cherrufs, an mtoxlcatmg drug, which
bears an ‘excéflive price in Bengal ; fire-arms
from Lahore, and excellent Perfian feimi-
tars. Thefe feveral articles are bought, ex-
changed, and fold ; and, from the affemblage
of people compofed ‘of fo many différént na-

tions, the place réfembles a grand ‘commercial
~empbrium : 'added to ‘this, 'thofe rajahs and
petty chiefs, who vifit Hurdwar from religious
wmiotives, being atfended by their 'troops, and
thcir‘fcfpc&ivc fuites, contribute to accumulate

the general mafs, {o that-all is hurry, buﬁlc,
noife, and conflifion:

‘But to rém’m to our ‘ndrrative after this d-
 greffion. The'Mahratta:chief afore:mentioned,
having inftigated the Ghofleins to attack Mr.
~ Thomas in his camp, to encourage them, of- -
- fered as a reward for their fervices, 'the fum of
ten thoufand rupeds. Thefe “particulars were



A.D. 1795.]  GEORGE THOMAS. 73

communicated. to Mr. Thomas by his own

_vakeel, then refident with Appa. Incenfed at
the indignity offered him by a condu& fo
kreacheroums, he marched agéinﬁ the Ghofleins,
whom he attacked and defeated with great
jofs to themn, and to himfelf but trifling. After
the encounter, they fled towards Delhi; and
#ot thinking themfelves fafe there, continued
to retreat until they had croffed the Jumna.

On the retreat of the Ghofleins, Mr. Tho-
- wnas expoftulated with Appa on the treachery
of his condu&. He told him that the late
tranfadtion was fo thameful, that he -could no
Jonger remain in his fervice. Mr. Thomas par
‘ticularly -expatiated on the treatment fuftained
‘by a Mr. Taylor: whom, after unjuftly de-
priving of his command, Appa had confined
in the fort of Goalier, under the pretext of ex-

‘torting ‘money ; till finding the man was not =

-either to be daunted by threats, or cajoled by
promifes, he had at length given him his Ii-
berty. ¢ Such,” faid Mr.Thomas with indigna-
- ition, **has been the fate of all who have fcnved
“« yo\x with ﬁdc]lty
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As a Mahratta is feldom at a lofs for an ex-
-cufe, Appa, in anfwer to thefe charges, replied,
that his own inability to attend to bufinefs
(being confined by illnefs) had occafioned
thofe who had undertaken to manage his con-
cerns, to aét in a manner {fo unworthy ; that a
- dangerous diforder with which he_had be¢n
~Jong afflited was growing worfe every day,
‘and that he withed much for a perfonal inter-
view with Mr. Thomas before his death. In
_this letter, Appakandarow further urged, that
the perfon whom he intended for his fucceffor
being young and inexperienced,” he withed to
- avail ‘"himfelf of the benefit of Mr. Thomas’s
_counfel, Appakandarow being from experience
weil convinced no other perfon would be
equally interefted with the welfare of his fa-
mily. Finally he aflured Mr. Thomas, that in
the propofed interview he would not only clear
himfelf from the afperfions of treachery, but
-arrange every thing to their mutual fatisfaction
.and advantage. I

_ This intimation excited no fmall degree of
furprife in Mr. Thomas, but from paft expe-
rience he did not chufe to place implicit re-
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liance in the declaration of the Mahratta chief.
He was thus reduced to a critical fituations
- for as on the one hand it was difficult to re-
fufe the requeft of fo.powerful a chief; fo on
‘the other, a laudable regard for his perfonal
fafety, if treachery wgre intended, induced
him to decline the propofed vifit. From this
" ftate of uncertainty and fufpenfe he was hap-
pily relieved, by intelligence of a numerous.
body of feiks having made an irruption into
- the Doaab, and were at that time committing
“depredations in the vicinity of Schatunporc, .
the capital of the late Gholaum Cadir Khan.

The apprehenfion of all parties was confi
derably augmented, when it was known that A
on their firft onfet they had cut to pieces fome
battalions of Mahratta troops ftationed for the
defence of that provincc.

Although Appakandarow had. no particular
connexion with Seharunpore, he thought that,
in common wnth other powers, he ought to
~ exert himfelf to prevent further “incurfions,
efpecially as his own diftri& would in all pro-
bility be the next invaded by thefe defpcratc ma-
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rauders.  He therefore direéted Mr. Thomas
.to march with his whole force, and with gl
poflible expedition, giving the meoft exprefs
injundions to fight the feiks wherewer he
amght come up with them jn the Mabratta
territories.

~ Agreeably to thefc inftruions, Mr. Thomas
loft no time in repairing to Jyjur; from whence,
croffing the Jumna to the northward of Dethi,
he advanced rapidly towards the-enemy. They
not being inclined far the conteft theught pro-
per to retreat, croffed the river, :and returned
unmolefted to the Punjab. -Mr. Thomas in
#his place remarks, ‘that whilft in the fervice of
‘Begum Sumroo he had enceuntered the feiks
on more than one occafion, and had alzeady
given them famplesof his method of fighting;
. and though their number at this time -was net
more than five thoufand men, they had not,
ionly defeated the Mahrattas, but .compelled
them to take fhelter in the fort of Jelalabad.

‘Luckwa, commander of the Mahratta forges,
hearing -of the difgrace fuftained by his ‘troops
at.Seharunpore; as likewife of the fubfequent
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flight of the feiks on Mr. Thomas’s approach, -
now reéquefted of Appa to permit this enter-

prifing man to raife a body of two thoufand

men for the proteion of the province of Seha-

runpore, and other parts of the Mahratta pof<

feffions. ‘To this requeft Appa, though with

difficulty, complied; and in confequence of the_
purgunahs of Panniput, Soneput, and Karnaul,

were affigned to Mr. Thomas, for the payment

of two thoufand infantry, two hundred cavalry,

and fixteen pieces of field artillery. Bappoo

Scindiah was nominated to the government of
Seharunpote; which with the country adjaceat,

at the period we are fpeaking of, yielded an

annual revenue of ten lacks of rupees.

The fituation of the city of Panniput, and
the celebrated canal in its neighbourhood, may
perhaps juftify a digreffion in its favour, and
curiofity will be gratified in the detail of its
~ancient and prcfent ftate.

Panniput is a city of great én’tiquity, and
~ was inhabited by Mahomedans in the reign of
Mahmoud of Ghuzna; who, during one of his

<
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incurfions into Hindooftan, fettled a colony at
that place. In the time of the emperor Shah
Jehan, it was a populous city; and in the
reign of Mahomed Shah, ‘was fele@ed by that
prince as his principal refidence.. In the year
900 of the Hijira, or A, D. 1525, the Mogui.
emperor Mahomed Baber invaded Hindooftan :
Ibrahim Lodi of the Patan dynafty at that
time fat on the throne of Delhi.

He prepared to refift the invader; and aflem-
bling his forces, condu&ed them towards the
frontiers, The rival armies met on the plains
of Panniput; and a general engagement enfued,
in which the forces of Ibrahim were totally

 defeated, and himfelf flain. The deceafed mo-
narch was interred on the fpot where he fell,
by the command of Baber, who directed a
tomb to be ereed to his memory. This tomb
is-ftill to be feen, about three miles to the
north-weft of the city. In commemoration of
‘the vifory, the Mogul prince dire®ed a mag-
nificent mofque to be built on the fpot where
his own tent was pitched, on the eaftern fide
of the city. It js called Cabil Baug.
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- This building, which exhibits one of the
firft fpecimens of Mahomedan grandeur among
the Mogul race of princes, confifts of a fpacious
apartment of forty feet fquare, with others ad-
joining. It is furmounted at top by a mag-
nificent dome, with fix-and-twenty others of
fmaller.dimenfions. Thefe are attached to dif-
ferent apartments on each:fide of the mofque.
To the eye this building has.a very grand ef-
fe&, but it is difficult to defcribe. * The edifice
is furrounded by a high wall of confiderable
Jength, and within the enclofure are convenient '
habitations for the attendants on the mofque.
The wall is flanked with o&angular pavilions
of red ftone, and the entrances through the
gateways are of the fame matenials.

The plain of Panniput has likewife been
celebrated in the hiftory of modern times. It
was on this plain that the famous battle was
fought in 1762 between Ahamed Shah, the
Duranny, and the Mahrattas. The latter were
commanded by Vifwas Raou, a prince of the

Mabhratta' empire, who was flain in the conteft.
The lofs of this altion wrefted from the Mah-
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rattas the fovereignty of Hindooftan ; though
- the fupinenefs and effeminacy of Ahamed Shah;
after his fuccefs, prevented his ‘enjoying the
fruits of his vitory. ¥ ‘

The city of Panniput is fituated in 2g° 22

" " of north latitude. Its circumference may be

about four miles. It was formerly furrounded
by a'brick wall, which in many places is fhll
entire. This wall, and a noble caravanfera of
ftone adjoining the Delhi gate,  was built at
the-expence of Nuwaub Rofhun Al Dowlah,
grand-chamberlain of the houfeheld to Maho-
“med Shah. - The remains of the Delhi gate
are ftill handfome. It is built of brick, forty
~ feet in height, arched at the top and flanked
with towers of red ftone, and is conne@ed by

* The partieulars of this battle have been too ably de-
tailed by the pen of colonel Brown, in a letter to the Asi-
atic Society, to require comments in this place. -It is here
- sufficient to remark, that no remains of the entrenched
camp of the Mahrattas are now to be seen, the plain being
perfectly level. = But about a mile east of the city, two trees
were pointed out to us by the natives, as the place where
the Bhow’s tent was pitched previous to the battle.

4
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& rampart-within the city wall, - The. extéﬁor
of this gatéway. is ‘dnerulted with- very fine
chunam, and decorated with paintings of flow-
ers, in vdrious patterns, cxccuted in a ﬁylc of
. pccuhar rreatncﬁ an& dclfcacy 4
: Ttk Tt )
In 'the centre of the dfy is the fhrine of a
“‘Mahommedan devotes,” by niame SHah Shut-
‘fuddeen Boo Ali Culinder, ‘fhe fan of Farruck-
‘uddeen Iraki. Since hisdeath), which happcn—
edin the 724th year of the: Hijerah, this maufo-
leum has been repaired feveral times. The tomb
i fituated at the. upper enid of a 'l"pacrous (qliare, _
4t the éatrance t6 which i afereen of perforat-
~ed ftone-weork ;beyond thislis the verandah or
-potico, the roof of which is' fipported by four
pillars of /inggmuhuk a fpecxcs of black marble;
the pillars are twelve feet in height, T)avmg
‘ ,pcdcftals of porphyry, The cieling of this. par-
tico is decorated with patatings of flowerson
-fine chunam; ‘along the front of the veftibule,
on a {lab of white marble, are vc,ng'ravcd‘coup-
lets in the Perfian language in black marble
| .chara&ers.. Thefe verfes are .in praife of the
fan&ity of the deceafed, and by the operation
F
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of the arithmetical verfe called ABsup,* give
:the date. of his death in the 7 24th year of the
‘Hijerah. ’ :

Within the dome is the grave of Boo Ali
Culinder: it is fix feet by three, of white
.marble, and is covered by a pall of rich bro-
‘cade. The whale is furrounded by a lattice-
work of wood.  Above is a covering of green
filk, fupported by four pillars of wood, encruft-
‘ed with mother of pearl.

The revenues of this tomb were formerly
~confiderable; but moft of them, during the
-troubles which have fubfifted in the upper
-provinces, have long fince been confifcated.

* The arithmétical verse called ABJ UD, consists of the
letters of the Arabic alphabet joined together so as to form
-articulate sounds, but witheut any gpieaning. It may be
.given as follows in Roman character :
 Abjudy Huwwyz, lmttec, Cullamun; Saufuz, kurshut .tul-
khuz, Zuzzug.

Each of these letters havmg a numerical property, from
one to one thousand, by this operation the dates of inscrip-

tions are discovered. See Richardson’s Dxct:onary, article
Abjnd.
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However, ftill there are from four to five bun-
dred perfons attendant on the fhrine! Thefe
fubfift on the contributions of the charitable.

The city, though now much decayed, and
the population reduced, formerly contained
many good houfes. The bazars, of which
there are two, are of confiderable length, but
narrow ; they contain about three hundred
‘fhops tolerably well furnithed. The trade of
this place confifts in imports of falt, grain of
all kinds, and cotton cloths: they export coarfe
fugar.

In the flourifhing times of the empire, Pan-
niput, fituated in the high road to Lahore,
Cabul, and Perfia, was the emporium of the
caravans from the north, and the feat of an
extenfive commerce. But the ravages occa-
fioned by the diftracted ftate of the empire,
for more than half a century, have not only
caufed a fad reverfe, but almoft annihilated its
commercial relations with other countries.

B2
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B L]

CANAL .OF ALI MERDAN KHAN. .

In the reign of Shah Jehan, Ali Merdan
Khan, a nobleman of the court of Perfia, who
had revolted from Shah Abafs, entered inté
the fervice of the Mogul prince, having pre:
‘vioufly delivered up the important fortrefs -of
Candahar, of which he was governor,

This nobleman, being a mén of a public fpi-
" rit and a pattern of munificence, dug at his
own expence a canal from the vicinity of the
city of Panniput, near the head of the Dooab,
which extended to the fuburbs of Delhi, - It
comprehended a tra& of ninety miles in the
extent, by which means the villages -in the
neighbourhood, and every where within its
influence, reccived a moft farprifing benefit in
the cultivation of their lands.

" This noble canal* runs in a dire&ion from
north to fouth, and ‘is in general about ten
miles diftant from the Jumna, until it joins

* Tt is called by the natives NEHUR BEHEISHT, or
“ canal of pa{adise."’
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that river nine miles below the city of New
Delhi. From this canal, while it exifted, a
revenue was produced to the royal treafury of
fourteen lacks of rupees per annum. At pre-
fent it is out of repair, dried up, and in many
places almoft deftroyed; and in the hands of
the Mahrattas, its prefent "po'ﬁ‘cﬁ'ors, the culti-
vation of the adjacent country fcarcely yields
a lack of rupees. .
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- CHAPTER 1V.

Refloration to her authority of the Begum Somroo
—account of Sirdhannah—death and charac-
ter of Appakandarow——capture of Samli—
Mr. Thomas marches to Panniput.

ESUMING our narrative after the fore-
going digreffion, it is neceflary to remark
that about this time Begum Somroo, whofe
depofition from authority we have before no-
ticed, ftill remained a prifoner at Sirdhannah.
In a manner the moft abjeét and defponding,
the addrefled Mr. Thomas; fhe ftated her ap-
prehenfions of being poifoned, or otherwife
put to death; affirmed that her only depend-
ance was on him, implored him.to come to
her affiftance, and, finally, offered to pay any
fum of money the Mahrattas fhould require,
on condition they would reinftate her in her
Jaghire,

On receipt of thefe letters, Mr. Thomas, by
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an offer of 120,000. rupees, prevailed on Bap-
poo Scindia to make a movement towards
Sirdhanmah. Convinced from his former ex-
pcricncc,"that unlefs he could gain over a part
of the troops under Zaffer Yab Khan to the
Begum'’s intereft, not only his exertions would
be fruitlefs, but that fhe herfelf would be ex-
pofed to the greateft perfonal danger, he
therefore fet on foot 3 negotiation for this pur-
pofe, in which having fucceeded, he marched
and encamped with his whole force -at the
village of Kathoolee, eight cofs to the north-
eaft of Sirdhannah. Here Mr. Thomas pub-
licly gave out that unlefs the Begum was re-
inftated in her authority, thofe who refifted
muft expe@ no mercy; and to give additional
weight to this declaration, he apprifed them -
that he was a&ing under the orders of the
Mabhratta chiefs.

This intimation was at firft attended with
defired effet. Part of the troops belonging
to the garrifon inftantly mutinied, confined
Zaffer Yab Kkan, and declared for the begum.
Mr. Thomas, however, who well knew that
no reliance could be placed on the capricious
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| tc‘mpcr‘ of troops accuftomed to frequent mu-
tinies, loft no time in advancing to Sirdhan-
nah, but ‘before he rcached that'place, a coun-
ter-revolution had already proclaimed the re-
#oration of Sumroo’s fon.”

- Efcorted by only fifty horfe of approved
fidelity, Mr. Thomas entered the cantonments,
having at the time he fet out dire&ed four
hundred of his infantry to follow him with all
poffible expedition; the arrival of the latter
force was particularly fortunate, as Zaffer Yab
Khan, on Mr. Thomas'’s firft appearance, per-
eciving him flightly attended, thought he had
now got him into his power, and inftructed
his foldiers to threaten him with inftant death ;
but at that moment the reinforcement above~ -
mentioned arriving, and the mutineers think-
ing the whole Mahratta force was at hand, not
only gave over their defign, but now became
as fubmiffive as they had before been infolent,

Abandoning the caufe of Somroo’s fon, they
endeavoured, through the Begum's mediation,
to deprecate the refentment of the Mahratta
commanders : to this the Begum having con-
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fented, an oath of fidelity was adminiftered to
the troops, and fhe was finally reinftated in the
full autlrority of her Jaghire.

Somroo’s fon, after being plundered of his
effe@s, was recondu@ed a prifoner to Delhi,
Part of the fum ftipulated was now paid to
Bappoo Scindia, and the remainder promifed.
An interview took place between the Begum
and the Mahratta chiefs, when every thing
being amicably adjufted, the army quitting
Sirdhannah repaired to their refpective defti-
nations.

The reftoration of the Begum to her autho-
rity, affords us an 6pportunity of giving a de-
tailed account of her Jaghire. '

Sirdhannah, the refidence of Begum Som-
ro0, is the capital of a fmall principality, fitu-
ated in the centre of the Dooab, in latitude
20° 10’ north, and about thirty-five coffes dii-
tant from Delhi. This Jaghire was from early
times rich and fruitful : it was firft peopled by
a Hindoo rajah named Sirkhut. When the
famous Mahmood of Ghuzna invaded Hindoo-
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* flan, he fettled a colony of Muffulmans in this
difin@&, and diftributed lands to them in feve-
ral parts of the country. When the pofterity
of Timoor became firmly feated on the throne
of India, Sirdhannah was firft attached to the
province of Sehaurunpore, fituated at the head
of the Dooab, and at the foot of the mountains
~called Sewalick. In the reign of Mahmood
Shah it was affigned as a Jaghire to the famous
Kummur Uddeen Khan; and fubfequent to
that period it was held by an omrah named
* Yacoob ‘Ali Khan, of the court of Alumgeer
the Second. :

On the death of that monarch, the province
of Schaurunpore was poflefled by the Nawaub
Nujuff Khan, prime minifter to the prefent
king, and he allotted Sirdhannah and its de-
pendancy to Somreo, a German, who had been
‘in the fervice of Coffim Ali Khan, the depofed
fubah of Bengal. - This man is well known to
the Englifh by the fhare he bore in the dread-
ful cataftrophe of Patna. On the death of |
Somroo, which happened in the year 1770,
Nujuff Khan delivered over the pergunnah to
bis widow the prefent Begum, on condition of
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her keeping up a force of three battalions of
mfantry for the proteion of the province.

- When Nujuff Khan died, the Begum ftill
kept pofleflion of her jaghire, from which time
until the period we are fpeaking of, her fitua-
tion has been fully detailed in recent publica-
tions. ¥

The habitation of Begum Somroo is in a
large and fpacious inclofure, equal in many
refpeés to a fortified town. The houfe is well
built, and handfomely furnithed, partly after
the European and partly after the Hindooftany
ftyle: thefe blended together have a fingular
though not upon the whole an unpleafing ap-
pearance. Hofpitable in her manner, the Be-
gum’s table is furnifhed with every thing the
country can afford. European articles of all
kinds are procured from Calcutta.

It has been the conftant and invariable ufage
of this lady to cxa&t from her fubjeéts and fer-
vants the moft rigid attention to the cuftoms

"_‘ Consult the Iistory of Shah Aulum.
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of Hindooftan. She is never feen out of doors,
or in her public durbar unveiled.

Her officers and others, who have bufinefs
with her, prefent themfelves oppofite the place
where the fits. The front of her apartments
is furnithed with chicques or Indian fcreens,
thefe being let down from the roof. In this
manner fhe gives audience, and tranfacts bufi-
nefs of all*kinds. She frequently admits to
her table the higher ranks of her European
officers, but never admits the natives to come
within the inclofure. On dinner being an-
nounced, twenty orthirty of her female attend-
ants, moft of them chriftians, repairing to the
outer door, there receive the difhes and place
them upon table; they wait on the company
during the repaft, which is always plentiful
and well ferved.* ,k

* Begum Somroo is about forty-five years of age, small
in stature, but inclined to be plump. Her complexion is
very fair, her eyes black, large, and animated; her dress
perfectly Hindoostany, and of the most costly materials.
She speaks the Persian and Hindoostany languages with
fluency, and in her conversation is engaging, sensible, and
spirited.
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The Begum being thus reftored to' her au-
thority, Mr. Thomas next reccived orders to
procéed to Samii, and punifh the commandant
of that place for his condu& .in encouraging
the feiks in their intended incurfions into the
Dooab, and having communicated to thcm the
defencelefs {’catc of the uppcr provmccs '

After a fatiguing and difficult march of
thirty cofs in one day, Mr. Thomas arrived be-
fore Samli.* * An a&ion took place, in which
the commandant, after a moft gallant refift-
ance, was defeated, and compelled to retreat
into the town. Mr. Thomas, perceiving the

* Samli is 3 large town situated near the head of the
Dooab, in the province of Sehaurunpore. It is two miles
in circumference, and contains many handsome houses both
of brick and stone. The streets intersect each other at
right angles, and have separate gates at their ¢ntrarnces,
which at sight are shyt for the security of the inhabitants.
At Samli is a large bazar and a mint whers money used
formerly to 'be coined. But the ‘trade of this 'piéc’e, like
mahy others in the . Dooab, is row much on the declie;
and, with the exception of a few coarse cloths, the manu-
factures are at a stand. In its present state, the villages
attached to the pergunnah of Samli yield a revenue of
about 50,000 rupees, though in the ﬂoumlungtlmcs of the
empire it was far more cofisiderable.
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neceflity of bringing this affair to a fpeedy
conclufion, in the evening of the fame day
gave orders for an affault, and carried the
place by ftorm. The commandant, his fon,
and moft of his adherents, were cut to pieces.

Having arranged the affairs of Samli, and
appointed a civil governor on the part of the
Mabhrattas, Mr. Thomas repaired to the camp
of Bappoo Scindia, with whom, by order of
Appakandarow, he now a&ed in concert.

Bappoo Scindia, when joined by Mr. Tho-
mas, was employed in the reduction of Luc-
nowty, a place of confiderable ftrength. A
pradicable breach being effe@ed, preparations
were made for ftorming; when the command-
- ant, feeing he was likely to be unfuccefsful in
defending the fort, to fave a fiirther effufion
of blood, came privately to Mr. Thomas’s
_tent, and there made terms for the delivery of
the place, which, on the enfuing morning,
were performed with punctuality.

A circumftance now arofe which had con-
fiderable effec not only with regard to the im-
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mediate fituation of Mr Thomas’s affairs, but

in changing the future fortuuc of his eventful
life. . , :

Two days previous to the reducion of Samli,
he received a letter from Appakandarow, in
which that chief informed Mr. Thomas, that
from continued illnefs his pains were augment-
ed to a degree which had now become into-
lerable, and no hopes appearing of recovery
from the cruel diftemper under which he la-
boured, he had determined to put a peried to
his mifery by a voluntary death ! . For this pur-
pofe he was on his way to the Ganges, but ro-
quefted of Mr. Thamas to come and fec him
once more before the fcene was clofed for ever.

On receipt of this intelligence, Mr. Thomas .
fet out immediately to meet, and, if poffible,
afford confolation to his defponding chief; but
he had not advanced far, when the melancholy
mtelligence reached him of Appaka’ndatdw’s
havmg voluntarily dxowncd himfelf in the
niver Jumna.. . ,

S_uch was the ‘cﬁd of Appikmdafo;;v, a chiéf
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intrepid and enterprizing, who, amid the tranf-
a&ions of later times, and the various revolu-
tions of Mahratta politics in Hindooftan, had
borne an adlive and diftinguithed part.

¢ The death of Appa was on feveral accounts
unfavourable to Mr. Thomas’s interefts. Vavon
Row, his nephew and fucceflor, was a youth
vain and inexperienced, and better adapted to
the life of an accomptant than that of a general.

Inftigated by the fuggeftions of petfons who
furrounded him, the incautious youth . was
perfoaded to ‘demand - reftitution from: Mz,
Thomas of the diftricts which had been given
bim by his uncle, as an. honorable roward for
the fervices he had performed. Agreeably to
this refolution, he had the wieaknefs to-6rder
his troops to take poﬂ'cﬁiow of thc difindts in

qucﬁion. : S ;

e IR

Mr Thomas, indignant at a tondué& he fo
little' merited, peremptorily refufed compliance
with the order. He reprefented to that chief,
by letter, the impropriety of his prefent pro-
"cecding ; declared his firm tefolution to main-
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tain pofleflion of the diftri&ts ;. pointed out to
him.the fatal effeéts that muft neceffarily arife
© to both parties if the quarrcl was purfued fur-
ther; and, finally, for the fake of peace, and
to prevcnt future difagreements; acquainted
Vavan Row that he was willing to pay'a fum
of money if left in quiet pofieffion,

. Thefe remonftrances, however founded on
reafon or juftice, were of no avail: Vavon Row
would liften to no terms but the implicit cef-
fion of the whole. The matter could there<
fore only be decided by an appcal to the fword.

‘On Mr. Thomas s arrlval at Hoﬁcllce, a largc A
village forming part of his pofleflions, he per-
ceived it in the hands of the enemy; and Va-
von Row, prepared to defend it, cncampcd‘
under thc walls of the fort.

, Unwilling to pufh matters to an extremity,
if by any means it could be avoided, Mr. Tho-
mas drew off his force to a fmall diftance, and
gave particular orders to his own péople to fot-
beat all a&s of hoftility on their part. This
mode of condu@® was of no avail; for the

.G
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troops of Vavon Row coming daily from their
own camp, infulted and fired upon Mr. Tho-
mas’s men, by which feveral of them were fe-
verely wounded. .

The enemy, reinforced by a large body of
the peafantry, and headed by the zemindars
of their refpe&ive villages, were now become: .
fo formidable, that Mr. Thomas refolved to
bring the bufinefs to an iffue. He accordingly
attacked them. The affair was quickly de-
- -cided ; the enemy fled in all directions; and
the greater part, having taken flielter in the
fort of Kuflollee, were followed by Mr. The-
‘mas, who immediately commenced the fiege -
of . that place. Having erefted batteries, he
ordered the grates for heating fhot to be got in
readinefs; which being done, he fired fo fuc~
cefsfully with red-hot fhot, that he quickly
compelled them to furrender at difcretion.

It was now agreed that -an mterview be-
twixt- Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row fhould
take place at Kanond, whither the former had .
marched for that.purpofe. On his arrival,
however, Vavon Row, pretending to be fearful
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of treachery, refufed to come out of the fort;
and Mr. Thomas, for fimilar reafons, was un-
* willing to enter it. . The negotiations were
therefore broken off; and Mr. Thomas, conti-
nuing to confider this. Mahratta chief as-an °
enemy, led his troops toward the frontiers.

This meafure was rendered more neceflary,
and his attention called to the defence of his
northern purgunnahs, which had recently been.
invaded by the feiks.

But the mention of this remarkable people,
leading us afide for a while from the ordinary
courfe of our narrative, invites a detail of the
prefent ftate of the Punjaub, or country fitu-
ated between the Indus and the Sutledge.
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CHAPTER V.

Geographical defcription of the Punjab, —of the
Jeiks, their manners, cqﬁoms, Sorces, and re- |
Jources.

\HE extenfive and fertile country defcribed

by Arrian and other antient hiftorians, as

comprehended within the five great rivers, the

Hydafpes, the Hydraotes, the Acefines, the

Hyphafis, and the Sutlcdge, 1s, by modern geo-
graphers, denominated Punjab.

On the north it is bounded by the mountains.
1inhabited by the tribe called Yoofuf Zey; on
. the caft by the mountains of Naun, Sérinna-
ghur and Jumbo; on the weft by the river
Sind or Attock ;* and on the fouth by the dif-
tri&s of Panniput, .and the province of Harri-
anah. It is two hundred and fifty cofles from

. * This river above the city of Attock is called by the
natives Aba Seen.
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north to fouth, and nearly one hundred from
eaft to weft. Notwithftanding the ftate of
warfare in which the chiefs of Punjab are con-
ftantly involved, the country is in a ftate of
high ‘cultivation ; and though the population
be great, grain is- cheaper than in any other
part of India. This advantage in a great mea-
fure is derived from the numerous rivers by -
which it is watered. Advancing from the fouth,
atraveller meets in rapid fucceffion the Serfooty,
the Cugger, the Chowah, and the Sutledge. -

The Serfooty, after paffing the towns of
Mooftufabad, Shahabad, and Tehpafler, and
overflowing the country on each of its banks,
joins itfelf to the Cugger to the north-weft of
Kaythul. :

" The Cugger, on the contrary, after pafling
the towns of Bunnoor, Seyfabad, Puttialah,
Jowhana, and Jomalpore, enters the country of
the Batties at the towh of Arwah, formerly the
capital of the diftri®, The Chowabh, in like
manner, after paffing through an extenfive
tra of country which it fertilizes and en-
riches, is finally loft in the fands of Sonaum. -
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The Punjab yields to no part of India in fer-
tility of foil ; it produces in the greateft abund-
ance, fugar-cane, wheat, barley, rice, pulfe of all
forts, tobacco, and various fruits; and it is alfo
~ well fupplied with cattle. The principal manu-
fatures of this country are fwords, inatch-locks,

¢otton cloths, and filks both coarfe and fine.

. This nation, if united, could bring into the
- _field from fifty to fixty thoufand cavalry, but
it is Mr. Thomas’s opinion that they will never
~ unite or be fo formidable to their neighbours
as they have heretofore been. Internal com-
motions and civil ftrife have of late years gene-
rated a fpirit of revenge and difunion among
the chiefs, which. it will take a long time to
overcome. '

The number of cavalry which it is fuppofed
this nation was able to affemble has been con-
fiderably over-rated, in confequence of a cuftom
which formerly obtained among the Seiks, of
forming an aflociation of their forces under a
particular chief. From this affociation of their
forces they had the general interefts of the
. community in view. To thofe who Were ig-

A}



GEORGE THOMAS. . 103

norant of the fecret caufes of the affociation,
this junction of forces was frequently miftaken
for the army of an individual; and this error
was perhaps increafed by the natural partiality
of the Seiks themfelves to magnifythe force énd
enhance the chara@er of their own natiof.

It has been remarked, that the Seiks are able
to colle® from fifty to fixty thoufand hotfe;
but, to render this number effe@ive, thofe who
do not take the field, or who remain at home
to guard their ppﬂ'efﬁons,muﬁ be included.

Eftimating the force of the different dlﬁn&s,

the aggregate will be feen in the fubjomcd‘
.fchedule.*

: Cavalry.
* The dnsm&s south of the Sutledge, « 15,000
"The Dooab, or country between, the Sutlcdgc
: and Beyah, 8,000 -
- Between the Beyah and Rowee, - 11,000

Force of Bugheel Sing, chief of Pattlalah, - 12,000
The countries above ahore, the inhabitants of -
which are chiefly under the influence of

Runjeet Sing, 11,000
To which may be added the forcc of Nxzamud- .

deen Khan, . - - ‘ §5000
Roy Elias, " 1,300

©Other Patan chlcfs, in pay of the Sexks, - 8co
Grand tOtal “. 64?000
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* By this ftatement it will appear tbat the en-
tire force of this natiop, exclufive of the diftri&t
held by Zemaun Shah, eaftward of the Attock,*
can amount to no mote than ﬁxty-fo\;x; thou-
fand men, and of thefe two-thirds might pro-
bably take the field, were a chief of experience .
" and enterprize to appear amongft them ; but
this in Mr. Thomas’s opinien is highly impro-
bable. ' The chief of moft confequence at pre-
fent is Runjeet Sing : he having poficflion of
Lahore, which may be termed the capital .of
the Punjab, has acquired a decided afcendancy
over the other chiefs, thdugh he be frequently
in a ftate of warfagre with his neighbours’ who
~ jnhabit-that part of the cauntry fituated be+
tween the Beyah and the Rawee. This chief
is deemed by the natives as the moft powerful
among them. He pofleffes one: thoufdnd horfe,
which are his own property

‘The rcﬁcated invaﬁbn of the Punjab by fmall
armies, of late years, affords a convincing proof

that thc na.tlonal force of the feiks cannot. be -

. These distri@ts are computed to reach from Sirhind to
the bapks of that river.
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{o formidable as has been reprefented. Several
inftances occur in fapport of this affertion. Not
many years fince, Dara Row Scindia invaded it
at the head of ten thoufand men; though not
more than fix thoufand of that number deferved
the name of troops, the remainder being a defpi-
cable rabble. Though joined on his march by
twa chiefs, Buggeel Sing and Kurrum Sing, he
was at length oppofed by Sahib Sing, the chief
of Fyzealpore. That chief was encamped under
the walls of Kuffoor,* having the river Cugger
in his front; was defeated in an engagement,
and the enfuing day the fort furrendered. Sa-
hib Sing then agreed to pay the Mahrattas a
fum of money, and moft of the chiefs fouth of
the Sutledge baving by this time fubmitted to
Dara Row, oppafition was at an end. -

It was fucceflively invaded by the armies of
Ambajee, Bala Row, and Nana Furkiah, who
drove the feiks repeatedly before them. o

. In.1800 Mr. Thomas himfelf entered their
country at the head of five thoufand troops and

* Kussoor, a fort south of the river Sutledge.
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fixty pieces of artillery; and though by the
infligation of enemies, who promifed them
affiftance, the chiefs fouth of the Sutledge and
in the Dooab (or country between the two
rivers¥) combined againft him, yet he pene-
trated as far as the Sutledge. During that
‘campaign he never fawmore than ten thoufand
Seiks in one army : he remained in their coun-
try fix months, two of which were paffed
without compctition, and he finally compcllcd
them to purchafe peace.

Of late years the rajah of Serinnagur has
likewife made fome conqueftsin Punjab, chiefly
between the Beyah and the Sutledge; and Ni-
2amuddeen Khan, the patan before mentionedy
bas alfo acquired territory yielding a'revenue
of three lacks of rupees per annum.

... The Seiks, though united, have never made
any confiderable oppofition againft the force of
Zemaun Shab, who has frequently attacked
them ; but it may be urged, that a great dif-
ference is to be expeéted from a formidable

# The Beysh and the Sutledge.
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army of fixty thoufand men, led on by the Shah
in perfon, and the princes of the blood, com-
pared with the detached bodies already de-
feribed.  Hence it would appear that this na-
tion is not fo formidable as they have been
reprefented, and in all probability they never
will be formidable when oppofed by regular
troops. .

. The Seiks are armed with a fpear, match-
lock, and fcymetar. Their method of fight-
ing, as defcribed by Mr. Thomas, is ﬁnguiar.':
after performing the requifite duties of their
religion by ablution and prayer, they' comb
- their hair and beards with peculiar care ; then

mounting their horfes, ride forth towards the
~ enemy, with whom they engage in a continued
ikirmifh, advancing and retreating until man
and horfe become equally fatigued. They then
draw off to fome diftance from the enemy, and
meeting with cultivated ground, they permit
their horfes to graze of their own accord, while
they parch a little gram for themfelves ; and
after fatisfying nature by this frugal repaft, if’
the enemy be near, they renew the fkirmifhing.

Should he have retreated they provide forage
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for their cattle, and endeavour to procure a
meal for thcmfélves.

Seldom indulging in the comforts of a tent,
whilft in the enemy’s country, the repaft of a
fetk cannot be fuppofed to be either fumptuous
or clegant. Seated on the ground with a mat
fpread before them, a bramin, appointed for the
purpofe, ferves out a portion of food to each:
individual, the cakes of flour which -they ecat
during the meal ferving them in the room of
dxfhes and plates.*

Thc fetks are rcmarkably fond of the fleth

* Does not this circumstance rccall our ideas to the siv
tuation of /Eneas and his companions, shortly after their
Janding on the coast of Italy? The condition of Aneas
gxhibits a specimen of primeval simplicity of manners
among the Romans, no less singular than the coincidence
of cufloms exifting in Punjab at the present day appcars
strikingly interefting, . Ce

Consumtis hic forte aliis, ut vertere morsus
Lxiguam in Cererem penuria adegit edendi,
Et violare manu malisq. audacibus orbem
Fatalis eruft, patulis nec parcere quadrisy

" Heus! etiam mensas consumimus; inquit Iulus. -
 Virg, [En. b, 7. .
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of the jungle hog, which they kill in the chace:
this food is allowable by their law. They like-
wife eat of mutton and fith ; but thefe being
deemed unlawful the bramins will not partake,
leaving thofe who chufe to tranfgrefs their in-
ftitutes to anfwer for themfelves. In the city
or in the field the feiks never fmoke tobacco:
they are not, however, averfe to drinking {pi-
rituous liquors, in which they fometimes in-
dulge to an immoderate excefs ; and they like-
wife frcely take optum, bang, and other intoxi-
catmg drugs. In their convivial parties each

man’ is compelled to drink out of hxs own
veflel.

Accuftomed from their earlieft infancy to a
life of hardfhip and difficulty, the feiks defpife
the comforts of a tent ; in lieu of this, each
horfeman is furnithed with two blankets, one
for himfelf and the other for his horfe. Thefe
blankets, which are placed beneath, the faddle,
with a gram bag and heel ropes, comprize, in
time of war, the baggage of a feik. Their
cooking utenfils are carried on tattoos. Con-
fidering this mode of life, and the extraordinary
rapidity " of their movements, it cannot be’
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matter of wonder if they perform marches,
which, to thofe who are only accuftomed to
European warfare, muft appear almoft in-
credible. '

The Seiks, among other cuftoms fingular in
their nature, never fuffer their hair or beards
. to be cut: confequently, when mounted on
horfeback, their black flowing locks and half- _
naked bodies, which are formed in the ftouteft
and moft athletic mould, the glittering of
their arms, and the fize and fpeed of their
horfes, render their appearance impofing and
. formidable, and fuperior to moft of the ca-
" yalry of Hindooftan. 4

In the ufe of their arms, efpecially the
matchlock and fabre, they are uncommonly
expert ; fome ufe bows and arrows. ' In ad-
dition to the articles of drefs which have been

-, defcribed in recent publications * of the times,

Mr. Thomas mentions that the arms and wrifts.
of the Seiks are decorated with bangles of gold,
filver, brafs, and iron, according to the circum-

* Consult the Historj of Shah Aulum. -
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ftances of ‘the wearers; but among the chiefs
of the refpeive tribes, the horfe-furniture, in
which they take the greateft pride (and which,
with the exception of the inlaying of their
fire-arms, is their luxury), is uncommonly .
fplendid; for, though -a feik will fcruple to
expend the moft trifling fum on his food or
clothing, he will fpare no expence in endea-
vouring to excel his comrades in the furniture
of his horfe, and in the richnefs and bright=
nefs of his armour ; a circumftance which ap-

. pears to bear no inconfiderable refemblance to

the cuftoms of the ancient Spartans. ¥

Confiderable fimilarity in their general cuf-
toms. may be traced with thofe of the Jauts.
Though thefe in fome diftri¢ts apparently vary,
the difference is not material; and their per-
mitting an interchange of marriages with the
~ Jauts of thé Dooab and Harrianah, amounts
almoft to a conclufive proof of their affinity
of origin.

The Seiks allow foreigners of every defcrip-
tion to join their ftandard, to fit in their com-

~ ® See Cornelius Nepos, and Pausanias.
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pany, and to fhave their beards; but, excepting
in the inftance of the Jauts, they will not con-
fent to intermarriages; nor will they cat or
drink from the: hands of an alien, except he
be a bramin, and for this caft they always pro-
fefs the higheft veneration.

If, indeed, fome regulations which are in
their nature purely military, and which were -
mtroduced by their founder Nanick, be ex-
cepted, it will be found that the Seiks are neie
ther more or lefs than Jauts in their primitive:

ftate. '

Thus far, fays Mr. Thomas, we have feen
the fair fide of the picure; let us now con-
fider the reverfe—The Seiks are falfe, fangu-
nary, and faithlefs ; they are’addicted to plun-
der, and the acquirement of wealth by any
means, however nefarious. Inftances have oc-
curred of a child’s arm being raifed againft
~ his ‘parent, and of brothers deftroying each
other. '

Women amongft them are held in little

eftimation, and though ill treated by their
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hufbands, and pl’Ohlblth from accompanymg
them in their wars, thefo unhappy females ne-
verthelefs attend to ‘their domeftic concerns
with a dlhgcncc and feduloufnefs deferving of
a better fate.

Inftances, indeed, have not unfrequently-
occurred, in which they have aGually taken
up arms to defend their habitations from the
defultory attacks of the enemy, and through-
* out ‘the conteft behaved themfelves with an
intrepidity of {pirit highly praifeworthy.

- In the feik army, the modes of payment are
various: but the moft common is at the time
of harveft, when every foldier receives’the
amount of his pa}; in grain and other articles,
the produce of the country; to fome is given
money in fmall fums, and to others lands are
“allotted for their maintenance. Threefifths
of the horfes of the Punjab are the property of
the different chieftains: the remainder belong
to the peafantry who have become fettlers.

Afeik foldier hasalfo his portion of the plun- |
der acquired in the courfe-of 3 campaign : this
is fet afide as a reward’ for his fervices; and

/ H )
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in\ addition to it, he fometimes increafes his
gain by fecreting part of the public plunder.
“The nature of the feik government is fin-
gular, and probably had its origin in the un-
fettled ftate of the tribe when firft eftablithed
‘in their pofleflions. Within his own domains..
cach chief is lord paramount. He exertsan -
exclufive authority over his vaffals, even to the
power of life and death; and to increafe the
population of his diftri&ts, he proffers a ready

, - and hofpitable afylum to fugitives from all

“parts of India. Hence, in the feik territories,
though the government be arbitrary, there ex-
ifts much lefs caufe for oppreffion than in many -
of the neighbouring ftates; and hence likewife,
the cultivator of the foil being liable to fre-
quent change of mafters, by the numerous re-
volutions that are perpetually occurring, may.
* be confidered as one of the caufes of the fluc-
tyation of the national force.® '

* In the above sketch of. the situation and resources, of .
the seik nation, Mr. Thomas does not include the terri-
tories of Zemaun Shah lying east of the Attock ; part of
which were, during the reigns of the emperors, included in

the Punjab, and may therefore be considered as belonging
. . ‘ . °
te it. :
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CHAPTER VI

Mr. Thomas defeats the Seiks—concludes an ad.
vantageous treaty—difagreement with Bappob

Scindia—Mpr. Thomas forms the defign of ¢ffa- -

blifhing himfelf as-an independant chief—fot
that purpofe felects the province of Hurrianah

—his ¢ftablifkment at Honfi.

UCH was the tribe againft which Mr. Tho-
mas now prepared to march. Leaving a
force competent to the defence of Jyjur, which
he expected would be attacked by Vavon Row,
he marched to Karnil, near which the Seiks
lay. ‘

- Pour fucceffive actigns tock place, attended
with confiderable lofs on both fides; Mr. Tho -
mas having loft five hundred men; and thé
Sciks double that number. Both parties in-
clmmg to peace, a treaty was concludcd by
which the Seiks agreed to evacuate the pro-
vince, which was accordingly done.

H 2
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As Mr. Thomas had forefeen, he now re-
ceived intelligence of Vavon Row having laid
fiege to Jyjur, to defend which he immediate-
ly marched back. On his approach, Vavon
Row thought proper to retire. Mr. Thomas
next determined to punifh Cafhmiree 'Bolee,
who, as before ftated, had been the author and
fomenter of all the differences which had oc-
curred betwixt him and Vavon Row. Mr.
Thomas, therefore, fell fuddenly on the per-
gunnah of Daderee, which bc‘lohgcd to Cath-
miree Bolee, and laid it under contribution.

From hence he was called away to affift Ba-
poo Scindia againft a body of Rohillas, who,
inftigated by Nevil Sing, a feik chief, had
croflfed the Ganges, and invaded his pofleffions
near the head of the Dooab. But prqvfous to
* Mr. Thomas’s arrival, the Mahratta chief had
~ not only defeated the invaders, but followed
up his blow by laying fiege to the enemy’s
capital. '

‘A body of Sciks had affembled to affift him;
but, on the approach of Mr. Thomas's force,
thought proper to feparate; and Bapoo Scin-
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dia, not deeming the capture of this fort worth :
the trouble it would take to gain pofleffion, of '
his own accord foon after raifed the fiege, and
- returned to Seharunpore. Mr. ‘Thomas re-
mained with his force at Soneput, a city twen-
ty-fix miles fouth of Panniput, the neighbour-
ing country,' barren and defolate.

North of this city 1s a maufoleum erccted
by Khizzer Khan, a Patan nobleman, defcend--
ed from the royal family of Sheer Shah. This'
building is an o&agon, furmounted by a fpa--
cious dome, and ornamented at the top with
a cullis of copper gilt. The interior of the
maufoleum is of grey ftone, the cornices are
embellithed with fculpture ornaments of red
freeftone, and around the lower part of the
dome runs a ftone border, on which are en-
graved verfes- from the Koran in Arabic cha-
ralters. The front of the building is decorated
with rofes cut in freeftone, of a brown colour ;
the whole uncommonly delicate, and has becn'
finithed with more than ufual attention.

’Thc pergunnah of Soncput'-com‘pofes part
~ of the Jaghire of Defmouk, fon-in-law of Scin-
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dia, and yields an income of feventy-five thou-
fand rupees. But in the reign of the emperor
Mahomed Shah, this pergunnah, in confe-
* quence of the benefit it derived from its vici-
nity to the noble canal of Ali Merdan Khan,
is faid to have yielded a revenue of nine lacks
of rupees. \

In the, environs of Soneput, a traveller ﬁrft
meets with the co/s minar, or Indian mile-ftone.
It is a round pillar of brick, ten feet in height, -
and placed on each fide of the road, at the
diftance ‘of about three Englith miles from
~each other. They were erected by order of
the emperor Jehan Gheer, and formerly ex-
tended from Lahor to Agra. Adjoining to each
. of thefe pillars 1s a well, lined with brick, near
which are ftone benches exprefsly for the ac-
commodation of travellers.

Mr. Thomas had not long remained at Sone-
put, when rumours of the arrival of Zemaun
Shah, king of Cabul, at Lahore, induced Bap-
* poo to meet and confult with him on'the pre-
" {ent emergency.
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Mr. Thomas accordingly repaired to Bappoo;
but his troops having again fallen in arrears,
were become clamorous. for payment: this
conduét giving offence to Bappoo, a mifun-
derﬁahding took place between him and Mr.
Fhomas, when the latter in difguft marched
away. , ' -

He was foon after attacked by Bappoo’s
force, who, on hearing of ‘the retreat of the
thah, had determined on punith"mg Mr. Tho-
mas for what he termed his late mifbehaviour.
An altion enfued; but the commander .of
-Bappoo’s troops being wounded in the confli@,
he thought proper to remove to a diftance. ,

- An amicable arrangement between'the par-
ties would now have taken place, had not the
Seil'(_s in Bappoo’s army, aware of Mr. Tho-
mas’s intention to enter the Punjab, ufed their
utmoft exertions to'widen the difference. Hof-
tilities being again renewed, an a®ion took
Place at the paffage of the Jumna ; and though
the country people had by this time joined the
Mahrattas, Mr. Thomas, by a fpirited attack,
compelled them to leave him a free paflage.
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Straitened for provifions, he proceeded on
his route to the north-eaft frontier. In his
retreat, he was followed by Bappoo's army ;
and the troops of Bcgum Somroo, as alfo thofe.
of Ragojee, governor of Delhi, had now in-.
creafed the number of his enemies.

‘Over this combined force, however, he
proved victorious; and having defeated the
enemy in every attempt to interrupt him on
his march, he at length reached the neigh-
bourhood of Panniput. Here, on account of
his inferiority. in force, he was compelled for .
_the prefent not only to relinquifhy the frontier
-towns, but to confine himfelf to Jyjur., Thi-
ther he fhortly .after arrived. Unable to fatisfy
the demands of his troops, Mr. ‘Thomas now
determined to levy contributions on the terri-
tories of his neighbours. For this purpofc he
led his army to Oreecha, a large and populous
town bclongmg to the ra_]ah of Jyporc

As a ranfom for this place, Mr. Thomas de-
manded of the governor a lack of rupees; which
being denied, he ftormed and took pofleffion
of the city. The fort, which was fcparate,_ﬁill
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holding out, he was on the point of making a
fecond affault, when the killadir agreed to ran- -
fom both for fifty-two thoufand rupees. Dur-
ing the negotiations the town had unfortunate-
ly been fet on fire; which burnt {o ﬁcrcély, that
it was with difficulty extinguifhed, and not
until goods to the amount of feveral Iacks of
rupees had bccn totally confumed.

- About this time a rccdnciliation was effe@-
ed betwixt Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row,
* when it was agreed to adjuft all former differ-
ences; and . Mr. Thomas, to evince the recon-

~ ciliation was on his part fincere, brought under
~obedience to Vavon Row feveral refraltory’
~ zemindars. He now entered the Jypore coun-
try the fecond time ; and the Meenas, a thievith
tribe inhabiting a part of the country on his
route, about thirty cofs north of Jypore, having
formerly invaded Vavon Row’s poffeffions, Mr.
Thomas attacked them in force, and.in a very’,
fhort time annihilated this neft of banditti.

After thcfe tranfattions, Mr Thomas returned
- to Jyjur.

At this place, about the middle of the year



122~ MEMOIRS OF [a.Dp. 1798,

1798, he firft formed the cccentl_:ic and ardu-
ous defign of ereting an independant princi-
pality for himfelf. The country of Hurrianah,
~ which, from the troubled ftate of the times,
had for many years acknowledged no mafter,
but became 1n turn the prey of each fucceed-
ing invader, appeared to him as beft adapted
for the execution of his purpofe.

The fcarcity of water, however, in this part
of India, induced Mr. Thomas to poftpone his
intended expedition until the approach of the
rainy feafon. Having reinforced his army,
- and being, well provided with every thing ne-
ceflary to enfure fuccefs, he commenced his
march.  ~

" His firft attack was direCted againft the
town and fort of Kanhoree, the inhabitants of:
which place were notorious for their thievifh

depredations. ‘Advancing with celerity, Mr, -
" Themas, according te his ufual cuftom, at-
tempted te.carry the place by ftorm. In this,
however, he was not only prevented by. the
fpirited condudt of the enemy, but compelled
to'r.c'treaf: with the lofs of three hundred of his

men. o .
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In co‘nfeqqcn'cc of this fevere check, it be- °
came neceflary to fortify his camp; and the
conftant and heavy rains which now fell pre-
venting his ereing batteries, he fortified a
chain of pofts round the town, and thereby
prevented any fuccour from without.

The .garrifon he well knew was ftraitened
for provifions; and the fiege, thus converted °
into a blockade, augmented their diftrefs. The
enemy, by frequent fallies, endeavoured to in-
terrupt Mr. Thomas’s operations. In one of
thefe, an attack was made on the redoubt oc-
cupied by himfelf. In the confufion attend-
ant on a bufinefs of this nature, the greater
part of his people, being . panic-ftruck, ran
away. Mr. Thomas was thus reduced to a
fituation truly critical : five men only remained
with him of the infantry, to whom had been
allotted the particular charge of his fire-arms,
confifting of piftols and blunderbufles of a largs
fize. With thefe, and the affiftance of a few
horfemen, who had likewife adhered to him,
he maintained the poft for a confiderable time
~ sgainft every effort of the enemy; and at .
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| length, by rcpéatcd and well-directed dif-
charges, compelled them to retreat.

A few days after this occurrencc, the wea-
ther becoming more favourable, and Mr. Tho-
mas having rallied the fugitives, erected a bat-
tery, from which he fired with fuch good ef--
~ fe&, as to bring down a confiderable part of .
the wall; but night intervening before he
could prepare for ftorming, the affault was de-
layed until the enfuing day. It was however
rendered unneceffary by the enemy’s having
evacuated the town during the night.

The beft and braveft men of Hurrianah
being in this town, Mr. Thomas reduced the .
other places with but little refiftance. In a |
fhort time he gained complete pofleffion of the
whole fouth’ part of the province; but the
" north-weftern part being occupied by the Bat-
ties, the rajah of Pattyalah, and other feik
chieftains, 1t coft him confiderable  time and
much trouble to eftablith his authonty as far
as the river Cauggur.

‘The fuccefsful tcrmination of this campaign,
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ffords us-an opportunity. of prefenting a detail-
:d account of the country poflefled by Mr,
Thomas; with fome relative obfervations on
the nature and quality of the foil, and on the -
general charaler of its inhabitants...

In the diftri& called Hurrianah, ninety miles

' to the north-weft of Delhi, is the country of

Mr. George Thomas. It extends eighty cofs

from north to fouth, and the fame diftance
from eaft to weft. 'To the northward it is
bounded by the pofleflions of Sahig Sing, chief
of Puttialah, on the north-weft by the Batties, .
weft by the dominions of Beykaneer, and fouth
by Jypore, fouth-eaft by the pergunnah of Da-

_daree, eaft by the diftrié¢ts adjoining to Delhi,

and ‘north-eaft by the cities of Rhotuck and

7 Panniput. That part of the country mére

immediately occupied by Mr. Thomas, is in
fhape nearly oval, and extends from fixteen to
twenty-four cofs ¥ in different dircétions. The

" morthern boundary is formed by the river Caug-

gur, beyond which' are the feik territories. To -

- the fouth it is bounded by the town of Behal,

_ * Consult the map.
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caft by Mahim, and weft by Bchadra, contain-
ing 1n all eight hundred villages.

Within this trat of country, as in moft
parts of Hurrianah, water is {carce, more éfpc-
cially dﬁring the hot feafon. To remedy this
mconvenience, the inhabitants have conftrué-
ed wells of confiderable depth, not unfrequent-
ly from one hundred and twenty to one hun-
dred and fifty feet.

In addition to this each.diftri& has two or
three tanks faccd with ftone. Thefe afford a
plentiful fupply of water until the approach of
the hot winds of the enfuing feafon, whei
they are dried up. The number of wells dif-
fer according to the induftry of the refpective
. inhabitants. At Hiffar, for inftance, are three
hundred ; at Hanfi, thirty; at Mahim, one
hundred; Tuhana has only fix; and fome.of
~ the {maller towns from two to five. In this
~ country the Cauggur river is of the greateft
fervice to the inhabitants. It is overflowed
during the rainy feafon by the acceflion of the
- ftreams which iflue from the mountains; and
on the retiring of the waters, leaves, like the

-
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waters of the Nile, a rich and grealy earth,
which yields an abundant crop of the fineft
wheat. Other parts of Mr. Thomas's poffei-
fions produce joar, rice, bajerah, and various _
forts of pulfe, chunah, and barley; but the lat-
ter depends on the rain that may fall from the
month of O&ober to Chriftmas. Within the
aforementioned trad, the pafturage is uncom-
monly luxuriant, and produces perhaps the
largett fupply of forage to be met with in any
part of Afia. The grafs.in Hurrianah is alfo of
- a very fuperior quality, both as te-wholefome-
nefs and nourithment. Hence the cattle excel,
thofe of other parts. The climate is in gene.
ral falubrious; though, when the fundy and
defert country lying to the weftward becomes
~ heated, it is mmucal to an Europcan -confti-
tutlon

* The peyook, or Guinea-worm, fo common in
feveral parts of Arabia and Perfia, is likewife
extremely troublefome in this province. To
fome it proves dangerous; though it is remark-
ed by Mr. Thomas, this diforder feldom at-
tacks Europeans, and is in géncral confined to
the peafantry of the ceuntry.
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The Peyook, or Guinea worm, thé dracun-
culus persarum of Koempfer,* is found chiefly
on the fhores of the Perfian. gulf, and in the
fouthern parts of Perfia; more efpecially in the
province of Carmania, and on the ifland of
‘Ormuz. The origin and progrefs of the dif-
order occafioned by this fingular worm, is de-
feribed: by Koempfer in his' Amoenitates Ex-
oticae, with fo much accuracy and fpirit, that
we ‘hope to be pardoned in prefenting our
readers with an extra& from this valuable
‘work, which, it is much to be regretted, has
- not hitherto been given to our countr) men in
an Englifh drefs. 4

* Vide Koempfcr s Amcenitates Exofice, Fasmculus 3d,
Observatio 4th, p: §29. ,

+ In lucem prodituri nuncia plerumque est febricula, ut
plurimum ephemera, non nunquam in tertiam diem pro-
tracta, cum fetz partis rubidine et tumore; in quo postri-

. die exsurgit postula pisi magnitudine, tenera, aquosa, pel-
hicida, non raro atricolor: qua post unum aut alterum
diem sponté rupta vel acu aperti, prosilit lumbrici summus
apex, sive rostellum, ibidem hactenus absconditum, quod
pedetentim et reliquum corpus undecunque subsequitur,
.blandd attractione quotidié solicitatum.  Szpé etiam
non nisi previo partis dolore, et duritie vix scnsibili
nascitur ; rupto ibidem, quo perpetuo sibi viam parat, ul-
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The natives of Hurrianah for a fucceflion of
ages having been in a conftant ftate of warfare;

cusculo, sine epidermidis pustula. Excretio pro lumbrici
magnitudine et maturitate citiori, tum pro situ et loco gene-
rationis vario, facilior est aut difficilior, longior aut brevior:
faro autem pariter et vivus, frequentissime successivo temi-
pore, diebus circiter decem, extrahitur. Omnium Felicis-
sime egreditur, qui in scroti cavo absconditur, fiam hunc,
barba exerta, vivum illico educimus, sine dolore et puru-
lenti ulceris incommodo. Supra musculum aliquem in
crure aut brachio non admodum dispersus jacens, vel in
gyrum volutus, qualis oculo et tactu deprehenditur, intra
paucos dies, a quo maturare incipit, sirie notabili pure et
molestia, quin vel uno interdum nisu extrahitur. Ex fe-
more et ulnis plerumque facili pai'tu exit, diebus admodum
paucis. Sita vago ligamenta pedis involvens admodum
difficulter, mora videlicet v1gmt1 vel amplms dierum, ex-
~ cluditur, cum tabo quotidie copiosissime magnoque ®groti
cum dolore et incommodo. '

The time when the worm is about to appear, is indi-
cated by slight feverish symptoms in the patient; it is
sometimes protracted.until the third day, when the part is
affected by a red tumor, which on the ensuing day be-
comes a pustule of a bright black : this breaking of itself,
or being pierced with a needle, the head or snout of the
worm makes its appearance, and as quickly withdraws it-
self from the touch. To extract the worm, great patience
and caution are necessary, as from unskilfulnés; in handling
it frequently breaks, which not only causes acute pain to

-1
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poﬂ'cfs grcat perfonal bravery ; they are expert
in the ufe of arms, particulerly in the exercife

the patient, but the part remaining degenerates into an in-
curable ulcer. The tiine necessary for extracting this worm
is longer or shorter, according to its size, but it is scldom
taken out entire before the expiration of ten days. It
. sometimes lies dispersed above a muscle, at other times it
is found 'in the interstices of the muscles of the legs and
arms, or conrvoluted ; it is laid hold of with an armed
needle. A few days from the time in which it begins to
maturate it may be extracted without pain or any con-
siderable discharge of matter, except when it is withdrawn
by a first attempt.  From the thighs and arm-pits it makes
an casy exit within a few days : when it appears among the
tendons of the feet, great delay is experienced. It takes
up twenty days in the operation, which is moreover attend-
ed with a coptous discharge of matter, and severe pain te
the patient. :

. The general mode adopted in India for the extractiort
~ of this worm, is by means of a small round piece of bam-
boo, to which is attached a thread. This being fixed to
the worm, so much of the thread .is wound round the
body as to prevent its retiring again within the flesh. In
this state # remains until the ensuing day, when a little
more is added to the former, until the whole is extracted.’

By this curious process, it is easy to be pen:exved the ex-
treme care that is necessary to prevent its breaking.

Travellers have at various times been aflicted with this.
disorder ; for myself I never experienced it, thoygh it was
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of the lance, fabre, and the matchlock ;* but
though brave, they are in difpofition cruel,
treacherous, and. vindi&ive; and when en-
gaged in domeftic quarrels, fcruple not to kill
their antagonift on the flighteft'and mott trivial
occafions.

For his capital, Mr. Thomas fele@ed the
town of Hanfi;} this place is fituate ninety

common to. the inhabitants of Persia, during my residence S
in that eountry, many years since. The spirited and in-
telligent Bruce got it after his return from Abyssinia to
Grand Cafro. In like manner this worm is extracted from
the negroes on the coast of Africa, who attribute the cause
of tlns complaint to the badness of the water:

* Mr. Thomas adduced several instances of their despea
rate resolution, arid almost invincible courage, once against*
the celebrated Ismaul Beg, at the town of Bhowatiny, and
a secand time against the attacks of Gopaul Row, the Mah-
ratta generall The army of the latter was defeated at
Sanghee, after an unsuccessful siege of forty days.

In an assault against the fort of Deighle, Appakandarow,
though attended by a select and well-appointed army, was
repulsed with considerable loss.

+ The subjoined schedule contains an account tolerably
accurate of the country held by Mr. Thomas, including the
12 '
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miles north-weft of Delhi, and nearly in the
centre of his newly-acquired domains. The
town ftanding upon a hill is peculiarly well
adapted to a pcrmanent refidence.

No water can be procured within feven cofs,
but the garrifon have an ample fupply of that

names of " the scparate pergunnahs, the number of villages
formerly inhabited, compared with its present state; the
revenues, bearings, and distances of each pergunnah being
taken from Hansi, the capital.
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neceflary article from feveral wells within the -
fort. This circumftance renders difficult an
attack, except at the feafon of the periodical
rains. ¢ Here,” fays Mr. Thomas," with that
energy and fpirited animation which diftin-
guifhed him throughout the fcenes of his ex-
traordinary life, ¢ I eftablithed my- capital;
¢ rebuilt the walls of the city, long fince fallen
‘ 1nto decay, and repaired the, fortifications.
“ As it had been long deferted, at firft I found
“ ‘difficulty in procuring inhabitants, but by
“ degrees and gentle treatmenf I fele@ed
*¢ between five and fix thoufand perfons, to
“¢ whom 1 allowed every lawful indulgence.

“ | eftablifhed a mint, and coined my own’
“ rupees, which I made current in my army
¢ and country; as from the commencement
¢ of my career at Jyjur, I had refolved to
* eftablith an independency, I employed work-
‘“ men arid artificers of all kinds, and I now
‘¢ judged that nothing but force of arms could
“ maintain ‘me. in my authority. "I therefore
“ increafed their numbers, caft my own artil-
“ lery, commenced making mufquets, match-
¢ locks, and powder; and, in thort, made the

\
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s beft preparations for carrying: on an offen-
“ five and defenfive war; till at Iength having
“« gained a capital and country bordering on
« the Seik territories, I wifhed to put myfelf
“ in a capacity, when a favorablc opportunity
« fhould offer, of attempting the conqueft of
¢ the Punjab, and afpired to the honour of

¢¢ planting the Britith ﬁandard on thc banks
¢ of the Attock.”* |

* To carry his plans into effect, and for the support of
his troops, Mr, ‘Thomas appropriated a part of the revenue
arising from the lands granted' by the Mahrattas, and with
much judgment and discernment, naturally inherent in
liberal minds, endeavoured to .conciliate thd affections of
his men by granting pensions to the widows and children
or nearest relations of those soldiers who fell in his service.
These pensions, amounting to 40,000 rupees per annum,
were regularly paid to the respective claimants, 2 mode
which reflects the highest credit on Mr. Thomas’s charac-
ter, but which had long since been antiipated by the
wisdom of the British government in rewarding their ves
teran sepoys. The payments were made every six months,
and the nearest relation of the deceased, whether officer
or soldier, received the half pay of his'rank. ‘This and
the expence of casting cannpn, the. fabrication of small
arms, and purchase of warlike stores, consumed that part
of Mr. Thomas’s revenues which he derived from the dise
tricts granted him by the Mahrattas, as detailed in the forg.

~going schedule. .
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CHAPTER VIL

Beflettions.—Mr. Thomas refokves to invade the

© Jypoor térritory.— Geographical and_flatifticdl
accotint ' of that country. ——Re‘vmues; hiftory,
manners and czgﬂoms of the mhabztants

AVING accémpanied Mr. Thomas
. through a feriés of fervices, us intéreft-
mg in their natiire as fingular ‘in their refule;

" having beheld him from the fituation of a fu-
gitive, a friendles and deferted obje&®, now by
the force of his own exertions, and an intrepi-
dity of fpirit fcarcely to be paralleled, obtain a
fituation feldom equalled by the moft fortunate;;
we muft next proceed to trace the taufes and
defcribe the progrefs of thofe events which led
to a decline of his authority, and in the end,
as the only means of fafety and efcape froth thé
perfecution of numerous and inveterate foes,
compelled him to feek an afylum in the ¢&ris -
torics of his native fovereign,
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Not howcvcr to anticipate the order of events,
it will now be neceflary to recur to Mr. Tho-
mas’s fituation when in poﬁ'efﬁon of his newly
- acquired country; His mind having been long
intent on the reduction of the Punjab, he would
now have fet aut on this interefting expedition,
but on a review of his troops made for.the pur-
pofe, he found bis force infufficient to the tafk,
and was therefore induced to have recourfe vo
an excurfion into the Jypore dominions, which
had hithcfto afforded a never-failing fupply to
hus ncccﬁitxcs, :and whofe ruler was in confe-
quencc become his bitter, cncmy, T

Th° ﬁtuatlon of thc J yporc domxmons, and
thCll’ relatlvc -importance among the ftates of Raj-
‘Pootana, will Ju{hfy a detail of the ftrength and
interngl refources’ of this mtcrcﬁmg country.
Thé'dommxons of Jy. ypore are nearly one hundred
cofs from nortb to fouth, and fifty from eaft to
weft; thcy are bounded on the north by the
| 'dlftnét of Hurnanah on the north-eaft by Alvar,
- eaft, by Karolec and Bhurtpoor, fouth by Kota,
Boondec and. Mcwar, fouth-weft by Kxfh;:ng—
hur, weft by Ajmeére and J oud-porc, and on thg
north-weft by the country of Beykaneer.
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- . The eaftern, "north-eaftern; fouthetn and
fouth-weftern parts of Jypore preduce wheat,
.cotton, - tobacca, and in general: whatever is
common to other parts of India; to which may
be added, exccllent cattle, and abundance of

goodcoppcr. R T Rt

The country in gencral is watered from the
wells : the northern and north-weftern diftri&s
being fandy are not fo well fupplied with this
neceflary article as the midland parts; buat in
that part of Jypore which is mountainous, the
ftreams that iffue from thence are of the high-
eft advantage to the cultivation of the foil.

The Rajpoots of Jypore are not efteemed fp
brave as thofe of Joudpore, for which Mr. Tho- -
mas imagines three caufes may be afcribed :—
firft, the encroachments of the prince on the
feudal fyftem, which obtained formerly in this
cquntry, and which has contributed to render
the people abjet and flavifh ; fecond, that their-
armies are commanded by people whom they
neither love, fear, or refpe& ; and- thirdly, the
difference of climate, which 1s particularly ob-
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fervable in a comparifon with the ftature and
perfonal comelinefs of the Rhatores with thofe
of Jypore, the inhabitants of the formet bcmg
by far more robuft in their make. :

No Rajpoot engages in tradc, ot any mecha-
nical occupation whatfoever: they are all,
without exception, either foldi¢rs or hufband-
men. I

They are of a high and unconquerable fpirif,
and do not think poverty any dithonout : on
" the contrary they will often affert in converfa—

tion, that provided a perfon fhall condué him-
felf with propriety towards his neighbours, he,
whether poflefled of riches or not, is; in all re-
{peds, to be confidered as a man of perfe& ho~
nour. : .

Armong other cuftoms peculiar to the Raj;;odts
the prefervation of fernale honour holds with -
them a fuperior ftation ; fcandal uttered againft
the wife or daughter of a Rajpoot is never
forgiven, and death alone can ‘expiate the
offence.
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- This high fenfe of honour has, however, ren-
dered them of all other people moft circumfpe&
in converfation, and they are careful of giving
offence’; fhould.a Rajpoot fufpet a perfon in-
clined to flight him, he will not only forego
every profpe& of advantage to be derived from
the ufual mode of reconciliation, by the mutual
exertion of common friends, but will even'makle
a circuitous route to avoid paffling by the habi-
tation of hisantagonift. This feverity of man-
ners may appear to ftrangers, at a firft view, to
be prohibitory ; ‘but a long refidence in the
country, and intimate acquaintance with the
manners -and cuftoms of this extraordinary
people, have long fince convinced Mr. Tho-
mas that 8 perfon of upright manners cannot
affociate with a better companion than a Raj-

In their. marriages they pay the ftricteft at-
tention to caft, and will never unite themfelves
with people of inferior condition ; this is o
pnavoidably neceflary, that were a ‘man to
gater into an alliance with a family of ignoble
blood, the children of fuch marriage would in
gonfequence be deprived of their right of inhe-
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jitance ; a ftriking inftance of national perti-
nacity.

. A plurality of wives, though allowed; by their
inflitutions, excepting among the higher order
of Rajpoots, 1s feldom practifed ; and-even in
that. .inftance it is more owing'to motives of
policy -than inclination, and arifes:chiefly fram
a defire- of extinguithing thofe antient feuds
which have foiong fubfifted among fa;tmhcs

Coel
_ Durmg thcu' mfancy and chlldhopd,‘, thc
Rajpoot women' being kept in-a conftant ftate
©of concealment, when once married are: fgldom
feen but by the very neareft in blood among
their own relations. This c-uftom 18 fo rooted
among them, that a lady would confider hers
fclf as difhonoured by any cxpofurc of her per-
fon to public view.

S e Y

. T_his fccluﬁon of fcmales in fouthern Afia;
has been errancoufly fuppofed by many perfons
to be a hardfhip on the fex; but, in Mr. Tho.
;pasfs opinion, it is underftood in a fenfe rathes
too general ; inevery other refpe&, the Rajpoot
charader yields to no nation in Afia, or perhaps

L 4
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in the world, in maintaining the ties of rela-
tionfhip and confanguinity, by a feries of the
kindeft actions towards each other. ~ They are
dutiful fons, kind hufbands, and affe@ionate
brothers.

- The men, it is truc, are in the higheft dégrce
jealous of their honour, but the exempting their
women from perfonal labour, in employing them
though fecreted from the reft of the world, in
fuperintending the education of their children,
and other domeftic avocations, cannot furely
with juftice be confidered as a hardfhip. “ And
« if we look,” fays Mr. Thomas, ¢ at the con-
* dition of the inferior fort of women in moft
“ parts of Europe, the fituation of the Rajpoot
“ females may be, perhaps, benefited by thc
“ companfon )

One cuftom, and one alone, obtains ameng
this infatuated people, at which nature muft
¢ver revolt, and humanity fhudder: it is the
practice of putting to death their new-born
females. In other refpe@s tender and affec-
tionate towards their offspring, it was a matter’
of extreme furprize to Mr. Thomas that in this
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inftance the Rajpoots fhould fo far exceed the
bounds of natural affedion. :

From motives of curiofity, he was induced to
demand their reafon for allowing of this horrid
praice; the reply in general was, “ it is our
cuftom ;" but when Mr. Thomas remarked
that was but a bad plea for the commiffion of
the horrid crime of murder, they would then |
urge the poffibility of their daughters meeting
with bad hufbands, who might hereafter bring
difgrace and difhonour on their pofterity ; or,
that the infants them{elves might, at fome fu-
ture period, commit actions unworthy of the

'pame of Rajpoots. < Should this reafoning
hold,” faid Mr. Thomas, ¢ and the Rajpoot
“ nation, in this particular, were to be all of
“ the fame mind, they would in the fpace of
¢ one hundred years, or much lefs time, become
« extin&.” This argument enforced with per-
tinacity, had, for a time, the effe@ of carrying
apparent conviction of the impropriety of a
cuftom fo unnatural, and he had the fatisfae-
tion to obtain frequent promifes from fome.
refpe@able families in that country, that they
would difcontinue the practice in future, This
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_prdmifc he afterwards learnt had, in fome in-
ftances, among their own rclanons been happily
carnied into effedt.

With thefe exceptions the Rajpoots may be.
confidered as honourable, brave, and faithful;’
and few nations who are not in pofleffion of the
advantages of education, or thofe benefits which
arife from the refinements of civilized life, can-
be faid to be poflefled of more good qualities,
ar benevolence of difpofition.

This benevolence of difpofition is exhibited
in 3 pecyhar manner towards the Jauts, whe
are cultivators of the foil, for though the Raj-
poots keep them under the ftri&eft obedience,
and do not allow them more than is neceflary
for their fubfiftence, deprive them of the honour
of beazipg arms, except it be on the actual in-
vafion of their frontiers ; notwithftanding thefe
circumftances, apparently fo degrading, the
farmer acknowledges that he lives happily un-
der the government, and that his ftate of po-
veity is, by the mildnefs in manners exhibited
towards him by his fuperiors the Bﬁ)peots.
convcrtcd into content.

\
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The rajah of Jypore, rich in refources of
every kind, is in fa& a very powerful prince;
his cavalry may be computed at not lefs than
thirty thoufand men. He has twelve thoufand |
infantry in his fervice, exclufive of five or fix
thoufand mercenaries. In this ftatement are
not included the aids which he would be en-
abled to draw from his connefions with the
neighbouring countries of Joudpore, Oudepore,
and Beykaneer, to whofe rulers he is allied by
blood. His artillery is numerous, and well-
appointed, “ and in fhort,” fays Mr. Thomas,
“ an alliance with this prince, in cafe of ne-
*¢ ceffity, may be one day deemed not unwor-
< thy the precaution and forefight of the Britifh
¢« government in Afia.”

~ One thing only tends to mark a deficiency
in the otherwife found policy of this prince,
which is, the appointment of people of inferior
rank to high commands in his army.

. Naturally high-fpirited and haughty, a
Rajpoot is, of all other people, moft averfé to
ferve undc_r a perfon whom he confiders his in-

|
|
. \
ferior. ‘ !
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Hence arifes the ’\impolicy of the rajah, who
has of late years introduced into commands- in.
his army, fervants, mechanics, and even flaves.
Thefe men, deftitute of talents or condud,
_ cannot be fuppofed to poflefs that independancy
of fpirit which alone excites to the performance .
of great aitions. In juftification of the rajah’s ,
meafures in this inftance, it has however heen
afferted by fome, that the difference of caft and
condition makes none in refpe& to courage :
which Mr. Thomas obferves may hold good.
with refpect to European troops, or even Indian
troops difciplined and conduéted by European .
officers, as, in that inftance, they may be con-
fidered as a machine a&uated and animated by’
the voice of the commander ; but in an Indian
army, where difcipline never exifted, little can
be expected from chiefs who in their adtions
are not ftimulated by a fenfe of perfonal ho-
nour. ' o

The Rajpoots, therefore, who compofed the
greater number of the troops in the Jypore
army, deeming thefe commanders inadequate
to perform the duties of their ftation, became
confequently indifferent in their acknowledge-

K
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ment of authority: thefe men, moreover, from
‘a conftant refidence at the court of a gay and
luxurious prince, for fuch is the chara&er of
the reigning fovereign, have affumed the man--
ners of courtiers, and indulge in too frequent
ridicule on the plain and honeft fimplicity of

. Rajpodt manners ; while the latter, from their

haughtinefs of fpirit, and the difguft conceived
at this treatment; never fail, on the flighteft.
token of difrefped, to revenge the infult, by
putting the aggreflor to inftant death.

Among the recreations of the Kutchwah.
Rajpoots, the exercife on horfeback forms a
diftinguithing feature. If ever, by chance, thcy
/i_hould‘ be neceflitated to ‘combat on foot, it 1s
only in defence of their houfes and families.
Their arms confift. of a lance and fabre ; and
though the rajah, of late years, has introduced.
the mufquet and ‘matchlock, they make but

" - little ufe of thefe weapons, They have, in

common with other Rajpoots, a thick quilted
jacket, which, like armour, will refift with
effe& the ftroke of a fcymeter.

, ; The éciuniry of Jypore is;_cépable of yiclding
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an annual revenue of one hundred and twenty

lacks of rupees ; though from the nature of its .
government, the amount paid into the rajah’s
treafury now feldom exceeds fixty lacks. This
may be accounted for by confidering that the
feudal fyftem prevailing throughout the domi-

nions.of Jypore leffens thereby the actual reve-

nue of the ftate. The refpetive’ chieftains
hold their lands in Jiiedad, and for the exprefs

purpbfe of affording a body of troops in times.
of emergency, which cannot be difpenfed with. -
To this certain expence are to be added the
occafional exa®ions of the fovereign upon par-.
ticular chiefs, and confequent diminution of the -
effe@tive military force. ‘

The chiefs of the diftri@ termed Sheckha-
wathy in particular, who in former times could
contribute their quota towards the’ exigencies
of the ftate, by bringing ten thoufand men into’
the field, and who from great military expe-.
rience and length of fervice, were juftly confi-
dered as the beft foldiers in the Jypore army,
can now with difficulty mufter three thoufind
men. Of late years thefe troops have become
not only extremely difgufted with the fervice,

K2
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ocqaﬁoncd by the caufes alrcady detailed, but
have evinced a fpirit of difcontent and diffatis-
fadion, which in the event of civil difcord
threatens to prove highly detrimental to the
. general interefts of the community.- '

“The Rajpoot princes of Jypore are of the
tribe called Kutchwa, and tracing their origin

from a remote antiquity, this illuftrious family
“in the annals of the empire are called Beni.
Suruj, or children of the fun. They originally
fettled in the fouthern parts of the province of
" Gualior, and drew their lineage from rajah
- Ramchunder, a prince of high celebrity.

It appears from the Hindoo books called Ra-
mayoon and Muhubhirat, that rajah Ramchun-
der had two fons, the one named Nubh, and
the other Kooth. The defcendants of the
former are denominated Burhagoojer, and thofe
of the latter Kutchwayah. Pirthi Raj* the

* Pirthi Sing, aforementioned, was the founder of a
dynasty, denominated Duazdah Kutchoory, or the twelve
partitions ; so called from the number of his sons, among,
whom, to prevent animosities, he during his lifetime di-

_vided his dominions into as many separate parts.
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firft fovcrcxgn who mounted the throne of Jy-
pare, in the ra of Bekermajeet,* 1559, died
in 1584. g -

The defcendants of the Rajahs of Ambeer
having eftablifhed themfelves in the fineft parts
of the peninfula, for a feries of years were pof-
fefled of high authority and extenfive dominion.
Among thefe Maun Sing, a prince renowned in
the annals of the empire, affumed a leading
part ; others, following his example, in fuccef-
fion contributed to the permanent eftablithment
of their family, by ats of no lcfs mfdom than
benevolcncc

The dry and uninterefting matter contained

in a genealogical detail can be gratifying to

none ; it will therefore be fufficient to remark,
that the fucceffion of the Rajpoot princes from -
their founder continued for feveral centuries to -
- fill the throne of Jypore; and our prefent
detail will conclude by obferving, that in the
records of the }oyal family of Ambeer, there

* For the zra of Bekermajeet eonsult Mr. Gladwxns .
Ayeen Akbery »
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exifts a table of two hundred and fifteen princes
from rajah’' Ramchunder to Purtaub Sing, the
prefent fovereign.* o :

* In the foregoing detail the compiler has great satisfac-
tion in offering his best thanks to Colonel Palmer, late
ambassador at the Poonah Durbar ; to Captain John Bail-

lie, professor of the Arabic and Persian languages; and to
‘the gentlemen students in the Persian and Arabic classes
in the cpllege of Fort William, founded under the auspices
of his excellency the most noble Marquis Wellesley : Co-
lonel Palmer having most obligingly communicated to him
some M.S. matter on the gqncalogy'of the Rajpoot princes
of Jypore, Joudpore, and Oudipore ; and Captain Baillie
‘having, with no less.kindness, suggested to his pupils the
translation of it/ as a voluntary exercise dyring their vaca-
tion hours. ,
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CHAPTER VIIL

In an expedition againft Jypore, Mr. Thomas is
- Joined by Vavon Row.—Their proceedings.—

Account of the city of Futtahpore.— Approach
- of the Jypore army.—Battle of Futtahpore.

N returning from a digreflion, which it is
hoped will have afforded our readers fome
relief from the tedium of narrative detail, it is
now neceflary to remark, that about this time -
Luckwah, commander in chief of the forces of
Scindiah north of the Nerbuddah, fent orders
to Vavon Row to invade Jypore ; and in his

- letter on that fubjed,” having mentioned the
fum exaded by his predeceffors in office from/
cach of the diftrits, he recommended Vavon
Row to demand an equal proportion on the
prefent occafion, as a-reward for the fervice to
be performed : he ‘moreover allowed Vavon
* Row ten annas in the rupee, from the money
~ thus.colle@ed, to be divided among the troaps,:
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and the remaining ﬁx annas to be fent to his

own trcafury

Vavon Row, 6n receipt of the above or-

~der, wrote prefling letters ‘to—Mr."Thomas,'

inviting him to join in the propofed expedition;
but he, though willing to make a temporary
_ incurfion -to Jypore to obtain prefent relief to
his neceflities, was by no means inclined to go
" the lengths propofed, and at firft from prudcn-
tial motives declined the oﬂ'er

M. Thomas moreover was not ignorant that
the fubfiftence of b latge a body of troops on
an expedition like the prefent, could only be
“obtained by & full treafury, and his own re-
foureds were at prefent dried up.  That . the

numerous cavalry which the Jypore rajah eould -

bring into the ficld would vety much impede
their efforts in procuring the neceffary fupplies
of forage-and provifions; and that witheut
thefe aids the fuccefs of the expedition would
be.vety doubtful ; and finally, he remarked to
Vavon Row, that even if fuccefs-attended their
arms the. rajah would never pry to them the
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-fum fpecified, but would refer the matter to
Luckwah himfelf,” whereby they would lofe -
the fruits of their labours. = Thefe fuggeftions,
‘however falutary in their defign, could not per-
. fuade Vavon-Row. to give up his fcheme, or .
convince him that their united force was in-
competent to the prefent conteft.

. That chief now fent his vakeel to Mr. Tho-
mas, promifing him 2 fum ef money, of which
he ftood in great need, for the proffered affit-
ance, ‘and he at length clofed with the pro.
pofal. -

- His force at this time confifted of three bat-
talions of four hundred men each, with fourteen
pieces of artillery, ninety horfe, three hundred
Bohillas, and two hundred of the peafantry of
Hurrianah, with which he Jomcd Vavon Row
at Kanond

That chief had himfelf one battalion of ine
fantry, four pieces of artillery, nine hundred
cavalry, and fix hundred irregulars. With this
force they commenced their march towards
Jypore. On entering the country, a party of
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the Rajah’s troops ftationed to colle&t the re-
~ venues retreated ; when the chief of the diftri&
fent vakeels into Mr. Thomas’s camp, who
agreed.to the payment of the two years’ tribute
which had been named by Luckwah.

" The offer was accepted, and the troops
marching forward compelled feveral others to
fubmit to fimilar exactions. For neara mosith
the united armies continued their progrefs -
without interruption ; but the rajah of Jypore,
who had in the. interim been colleing his
* troops, now marched to the relief of his poffef~
fions, with a refolution to punifh the invaders,
and revénge the infult he had fuftained, by
givi;ig battle wherever he thould meet with his
encmies. The army thus collected, amounted
to forty thoufand men, with which the rajah
- marched againft Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row,
who, not having yet got poflefion of any place
from whence a fupply of grain could be drawn,
became fenfible of their error, and were re-
duced to a fituation truly hazardous.. Vavon
Row deeming it impoffible to encounter fo
- large a force, now acquainted Mr. Thomas that
he ‘muft:rely on his own exertions; that from
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the numbers and acknowledged bravery of the
enemy, who were chiefly Rajpoots, there could
exift but fmall hope of fuccefs in rifking an en-
gagement, and for thefe confiderations advifed
Mr. Thomas to retreat. To combat thefe ar-
guments, and fruftrate a defign fo pufillanimous
ian - 1ts nature, Mr. Thomas reminded Vavon
Row of his hafty and inconfiderate condué in
leading them into their prefent exigency, that
there exifted no caufe to prevent at leaft one
trial of ftrength, their own troops being faith-
ful to them, and in high fpirit to engage ; -that
‘moreover, ‘to think of a retreat on the prefent
occafion, without an exertion on' their part,
would be a dithonour to himfelf and his pro-
.genitors, who never turned their backs on an
enemy ; and finally obferved, that if Vavon
‘Row now receded, he never could again expe&
to be employed by Scindiah, or any other chief
under his authority. Thefe arguments com-
bined at length made an impreffion on the
" mind of Vavon Row, and he agreed to rifk an
engagement. '
With. this determination, . they «marched
forthwith to the city of Futtahpore, in which

f
\
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'~ they expefted to mect with a fupply of grain
- fufficient for the confumption of their troops ;
but on their arrival the inhabitants, who had
received intimation of their approach, were
* bufily employed in filling up the wells in the
‘neighbourhood, in order to diftrefs the troops
for water. They had nearly completed this-
defign, only onc remaining open, when Mr.
Thomas arrived. o

The pofleflion of this remaining well now
became the object of contentiomr betwixt Mr.
" Thomas and a body of four hundred men who
had been detached from the city for the exprefs
purpofe of filling it up. Mr. Thomas, who
‘perceived no time was to be loft, ordered his
~ cavalry to charge. The action was at: firft ob-
ftinate ; but two of the enemy's firdars being
killed, the reft retreated, and the well was hap-
pily preferved. This was of great importance,
8s except in this fingle fupply no water was to
“be procured but from a confiderable diftance. -
»~ The fervice on this day was uncommonly

fevere, as Mr..Thomas had completed a march
-of five-and-twenty miles over "a deep fand, -

\
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- which in moft plaécs was above the ancles of
his men; he was therefore glad to encamp,
and afford fome repofe to his fatigued.troops.

As the city of Futtahpore was marked in
Mr. Thomas's military career, as a place of
. fignal fuocefs, an account of it may not per-
haps be deemed intrufive.

Kaicem Khan, a Tartar nobleman, accom-
panied the ftandard of the Moguls on their firft
" invafion of Hindotan ; and as a reward for his
military {ervices on that occafion had been pre-
fented with the government of the adjoining’
country of Hurrianah and Jinjinnoa, 'where he
~ fettled with his family and adherents. |

In procefs of time, how;cvcr, the Mogul - .
princes who fat on the throne of Delhi, un-
mindful of the fervices of this iltuftrious family,
endcavoured to effe@ their ruin; and finally
by a tyrannical procedure, expelled them from
the province. On their expulfion they fought
an afylum in the dominions of Jypore, by whofe
ruler. they were kindly received, and where
they remained until the prefent time. The city



158 | MEMQIREOF - [A.D: 179G

of Futtahpore was allotted for their refidence :
where, fince that period, the defcendants of
Kaieem Khan have continued to refide, retain-
ing, along with the name of their founder, the -
characteriftic energy and military fpirit of the

tribe; and are to this day termed by the na--
tives Kaieem Khanee, or defcendants of Kaieem

 Khan.

~_ The city of Futtahpore being full of peoplé,
Mr. Thomas, in order to-fave the effufion of
blood, was defirous to treat with the inhabit-’
ants for its ranfom ; but the demands of Va-.
von Row were fo exorbitant, that they de-
clined compliance.

The Mahratta chief atked no lefs a fum
~ than ten lacs of rupees, whilft the townspeople
only offered one, encouraged perhaps by the
hopé of receiving affiftance from the rajah of
Jypore, who was rapidly advancing to their
rélief. '

~Dm:ing thefe ncgotiatiohs nigilt came on,
“and nothing was done refpe&ing the propofed
,ranfom: fome perfons, however, who had been -
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feut into the city by Mr. Thomas to prote&
the place until they could make the terms of
furgender, unluckily began to plunder the in-
habitants; which circumftance fo exafperatéd
the commandant, that he broke off all further,
treaty, and the united force then took pofle{-
fion of the place by ftorm. This was fcarcely
effe¢ted, when mtclhgcncc of the rajah’s ap=
proach was announced to Mr. Thomas, who
then thought proper to fortify his camp, which
he did in the following manner. In the neigh-
bourhood were abundance of large thorn-trees,
which are commop in the weft of India: a
fufficient number of thefe were cut down, and
by Mr. Thomas’s direftion, piled one ypon
another in the front and flanks of his camp,
his rear being fecured by the city of Futtah-
pore. To render it more impenetrable, the
branches of the trees* being clofely iptt?rwovcn';

* It is remarkable that Mr. Thomas, who had read very
little, should, from the resources of his own mind, have
adopted a mode of defence parallel with one related in the
History of Modern Europe. Speaking of the approach of -
the British army under the command of General Aber-~
cromby, in the war of 1758, against the fort of Ticonde~
rago, in North America,  The French (says the historian),
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with each other, were then made faft with
ropes, thus forming chevaur de frize to keep off
the cavalry; and laftly a large quantity of fand
was thrown between the branches which point-
ed outwards toward the enémy. '

A trench could not be dug, as the fand was
fo loofe in its quality that the excavations were
inftantly filled up as foon as mad¢: but the
abbatis above-mentioned wason feveral accounts
highly ferviceable, particularly as it not only
fecured Mr. Thomas from the attacks of the
enemy’s cavalry, but afforded protection to
the camp. He next dire&ted batteries to be
made for the defence of the different wells in
the neighbourhood, which had by this time
been cleaned out and opened afrefth for ufe.
He took poffeflion of and fortified the city in
the beft manner that the fhortnefs of the time

4

* were stationed under the cannon of the place, behind an
“ abbatis or breast-work formed of the trunks of trees
¢ piled one upen another ; and they were farther defended
by whole trees, with their branches outward, some of
¢ which were cut and sharpened so as to answer the pur-
“ pose of chevaux de frize.”—See Russel’s History of Mo-
dern Europe, val. v. p. 288. -
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admitted ; ordcred a large fupply of prowﬁons
to be brought into his camp; and had fcarcely
 finifhed thefe preparations; when the vanguard
of the enemy'’s army appcarcd in fight.

On their arrﬁral the enemy encamped w1thmv
four.cofs of Mr. Thomas, and foon after p_ufhcd
“bn a detachrenit of cavalry and infantry to
clear .the wells in the neighbouthood. Fot
two days hé allowed them to proceed with
their work * uninterruptedly; but on the third
morning, he with two battalions of infantry,
eight pieces of artillery; and his own -cavalry, .
marched out with 4 refolution to attyck: theit
grand park of artillery, leavirig directions to
the battalion ‘that remained behind to attack
- and difperfe- the advanced party before-men-
tioned. On his departure; he left a writterd
paper for Vavort Row, requefting that chief te -
~ follow with the remainder of his cavalry,. and

" with the infantry which he had with him; to
provide for the feturity of the camp.

Mr. Thomas was difpofed to'a& ir this than-
~_her from his experience of the Mahrattas; who |
he welt knew, if acquainted wmh .his plans,

: L
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“gould keep‘ nothing fecret, but would, by di-
vulging them, put the encmy on their guard.
It was night when he fet out; and a tumbril

" being upfet on the road, occafioned confider-

able delay in their progrefs, fo that the day
began to dawn before the evil was repaired;
and, to add to his mortification, on-arriving
~ mear the camp, he perceived the encmy. af
fembled under arms, and ready to receive him.

Tt was now too late to carry his firft defign
into execution. He puthed on, however;
and, coming up with a party who now ad-
vaneed to meet him, attacked them to' the
number of feven thoufand men with great

fpirit and vigour. The enemy made but a
fecble refiftance, and foon after withdrew to
their main body, having fuftained confiderable
Jofs. The wells which had been cleaned out
were again filled up; and Mr. Thomas, after

. colle&ing the horfes and other cattle which
| ‘had been left on the field, returned with his

detachment to camp. On his way he met -
with the Mahratta cavalry, who feemed much
out of humour that they had not been con-
fulted on fo important an occafion: but Vavon
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Row, their chlcf reprefled their pride by tell-
ing them plainly, that their own delay in ac-
coutring was the real caufe of their difap-
pointrient.

Mr. Thomas's officers now teceived khils
luts* from the Mahratta chief; and, to pre-
vent animofities, fimilar marks of honour were
beftowed, though with reluance; on the of-
ficers of the Mahratta horfe. ‘

Preparations were how making by the
enemy to bring_ on a general engagement,
which proved far gteater in its confequences
than either party had forefeen. The next
motning at day-break, Mr. Thomas was in-
formed that there was a great buftle in the
enemy’s camp, and ﬁmrtly after received intel-
ligence of their a&ual approach in order of
battle. He had determined in his own mind
the fpot where he would engage; and as he
well knew no reliance could be placed on the
Mahrattas, he was neceffitated to leave a part
of his mfantry, and four fi x-poundcrs, to guard

* Dressc; of honour.
L 2
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the camp. and cover his rear, which was inx
" danger of being furrounded by the enemy :
with the remainder, confifting of two batta-
" lions of inf'antry, two hundred Rohillas, his ea-
valry, and ten pxeccs of artillery, hc prcParcd
for the cncountcr :

The Mahraftas,' on feeing the immentfe force
they had to cope with, gave themfelves over
~ for loft; and Mr. Thomas was in a manner
. compelled to fight this important battle with-
out affiftance. ‘

After fome manceuvres on cither fide, he
~ was glad to find that the enemy diftributed
~ their army as he wifhed.

* Their right wing, confifting of the whole
force of the Rajpoot cavalry, was deftined to
the attack of his camp; and fo certain were
they of viftory, that, on perceiving the ftock-
ade we have before defcribed, they laughed at
the idca that a_few bufhes, as they were pleafed
- to term them, could for a moment retard their
progrefs, or refift the impetuofity of the attack.,
The left wing, confifting of four thoufand Row
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hillas, three thoufand Ghofleins, and fix thou-
fand irregular infantry, commianded by the
chiefs of their refpe@ive diftricts, advanced at
the fame time with hafty firides and loud
thouts, to take j)oﬂ’eﬁion of the eity, the lof3
of which, by cutting off the fupply of water,
would have been attended with the moft fe-
rious confequences, k ‘

Their third, or main body, was compofed
of ten battalions of infantry, twenty-two pieces
of artillery,-and the fillak pofh, or body guard,
of the rajah, confifting of fixteen hundred men
armed with matchlocks and fabres, and com-
manded by Rajah Roorojee Khavies, as gene-
raliffimo of the -army. Notwithftanding this
immenfe force, Mr. Thomas derived great,ad-
vantage from the pofition in which his troops
were drawn up; his front and ﬂanks‘bcmo fe-
" cured by the fortified camp, and his rear by
. the city of Futtahpore,

The énemy’s cavalry now advancing in clofe
and compa& order, the Mahrattas, who were
pofted in the rear, fent to require a reinforce-

ment; and accordingly Mr. Thomas, though
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be could il fpare it, ordered f'our companies
and two of the guns which had been left fos
the prote&ion of the camp, tg march out and
join him; while, with three guns and five
companies of infantry, he advéand_ to repel
‘the attack of the enemy’s horfe. His main
body was commanded by John Marris, an
Englithman, ¢ who, though a brave man (fays
¢« Mr. Thdmas), -was better adapted to con-
¢ du& a forlorn hope than to dire@ the mos:
"¢ tions of troops in a field of battle.” Mr,
Thomas having taken pofleffion of a very high
fand-bank, the enemy were thus placed be-
. tween two fires, and could nejther charge him

- or attack the camp; thcy confequently began
to draw off: but perceiving he had but few
cavalry, and thofe bging in his rear, on a fud-
den made a furious charge upon them, by
which the perfon who commanded, and feve-
ral other brave men, were  inftantly cut tq
pieces; and it was not until the advance of
two companies of grenadiers, who, after have
ing given their volley, charged with bayonets,
that. the enemy, thus expofed, were compelled
to retreat; and had the other divifions of their
army behaved with equal fpirit, the day would
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have been their own. It was not, however,
until their cavalry retrzated, that the body def-
tined to take poffeffion of the city thought
proper to advance-a fecond time, having al-
ready once been driven back with confiderable

Jofs. Within the city Mr. Phomas had pofted
~ the Hurriansh infantry, and one hundred Ro-
hillas, who, having fortified the higheft and the
ftrongeft of the houfes, could maintain them-
- felves againft all attacks, excepting thofe of
artillery.  Of this circumftance the enemy
were aware; and accordingly now detached
fix pieces of cannon againft the city, with or-
ders to renew the combat. . Mr. Thomas, on’
fecing their cavalry draw off from the field,
was thereby enabled to fuccour thofe, He at-
tacked the enemy inftantly, and with fo much _
vigour, that he compelled them to withdraw
the artillery, and retreat. Their main body .
had by this time become a confufed mafs,
without order, regularity, or method, The -
cnemy, notwithftanding, was determined to
ritk the iflue of the day on a general charge
on Mr. Thomas’s main body. But their ge-
neral was not met on this occafion with equal
"ardour by his troops; and Mr. Thomas; per-
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ceiving thcm at a ftand, commcnccd a hcavy
fire of grapc fhot from his guns, when, after
* fuftaining much lofs, the enemy retreated; and
Mr. Thomas at this time ordered his battaliong
that had fuffered the leaft in the late conflic
to advance in the purfuit. This, however, could
‘not now be effe@ed: the bullocks attachéd to
the artillery; having been ftationed behind a
fand-bank in the rear, could not be brought
‘up with the expedition the emergency of the
cafe required. At this time the Mahratta ca-
valry, who, during the preceding part of the
confli&®, had ftood ‘aloof, came forward with
 their fervices in this purfuit, After fome -de-
" lay, Mr. Thomas, having procured a fufficient
number of bullocks for one of his guns, ad
vanced with that and a battalion of infantry
againft the ¢nemy ; while the Mahratta horfe;
to wipe off the difgrace they had before fufe
fered by their ina&ivfty, jbin;d in the purfuit,

_The enemy were retreating in all dire@ions;
and Mr. Thomas prepared to take pofleffion-
of a pair of twenty-four pounders, which re-
~ mained near the fpot where he ftood, and di-

feéted fome of his people ta carry them intq

i
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the rear. At this inftant a large body of Raj-.
poot cavalry advanced (word in hand to refcue
the guns, when the cowardly Mahrattas, with-
out fuftaining a fingle affault, quitted the field,
Mr. Thomas, perceiving the enemy continued
to advance, drew up his troops as well as the
fhortnefs of time permitted ; but before he was
completely formed, the Mahratta horfe, in
their pufillanimous flight, had broken through
his left wing, and were followed clofely by
the Rajpoots, who began to cut down'a great
number of his men. Thefe gallant foldiers
made a brave refiftance; many of them, even
"in the agonies of death, feized hold of the
bridles of the enemy’s horfes. The' moment
was eritical; and to Mr. Thomas pregnant
with future mifchief. With the only gun
that remained, which he loaded up to the

muzzle, and about one hundred and fifty of his * -

followers, who bravely determined to conquer
or dic with him, he waited the event with
fortitude. After permitting the enemy to ap- .
proach within forty yards, he gave his fire,
accompanied at the fame time by a volley of
mufquetry, with fuch confiderable effed, that
great :r,;umbcrsv of the enemy were inflantly
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- knocked down. This firft effort, being fole
lowed by two other difcharges, completely
routed the enemy, and drove them from this
well-contefted field. A ’

~ The Mahratta horfe, who had been the
- chief caufe of the late difafter, had in the in-
terim haftened to the camp for prote&ion, but
were by Mr. Thomas’s order refufed admit-
tance; and a fmall party of Rajpoots, who had
~ followed in their rear, put feveral to death
without mercy.*

The enemy’s infantry, perceiving the attack .
.made by the horfe, began by this time to rally,
~and feemed inclined to renew the a&ion, To

afford them an opportunity of fo doing, Mr.

Thomas, having colleGted the remains of his
- gallant detachment, waited ti attack. The
day approaching to a clofe, th€ enemy thought
* proper toretire; and Mr. Thomas, after fearch-
ing in vain for the twenty-four pounders which
- he had once poffefled during the adion, re-

* Throughout the whole of; this action, Mr. Thomas
speaks in terms most indignant of the disgraceful behaviour
- of his allies. :
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- turned with his army to camp. In this a&ion,
in killed and wcunded, Mr. Thomas loft three
hundred men (amongft the latter of whom

was the gallant Morris); that of the enemy

amounted to more than two thoufand, exclu.

five of horfes and other valuable effe@s,-which

they were compelled to leave behind on the
ficld of hattle. '
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CHAPTER IX.

Military operalzom continued. — M. Thomas com ,
pelled to retreat.—Difirefs of the army.—Peace
concluded.—Mr. Thomas marches againft the
rajal of Beykaneer.—Geographical defeription

" of that country—of the Lackhi Jungle.—
Military operations.—Mr. Thomas enters inta
- engagements with Ambajee.

AN the enfuing morning, Mr. Thomas no~

tified to the enemy’s general that he
“might fend proper. perfons to bury the dead,
“and carry away the wounded men without in~
terruption on his part. This civility was re-
- ceived with attcntxon, accompanied at the fame
time with a requeft to treat for peace.

1

Vavon Row, as a previous ftipulation, infift-
ed on the payment of a large fum of money to
indemnify him . for lofles fuftained during the
campaign. To this the other objected, upon
the principle of not being authorifed by the.
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rajah of Jypoor to difburfe fo large afum with-
out further orders. On receiving this anfwer;
Mr. Thomas, fufpeting that the enemy only
waited for time to procure a-reinforcemeént,
recommended to Vavon Row the profecution
. of hoftilities. That chief was averfe to the pros
pofal, as he deemed the performance of mamlé;
or agreement, preferable to the hgzard and ritk
of a fecond engagement, and therefore he over-
ruled Mr, Thomas’s objections. The negotia«
tions for peace were therefore broken off. The

' - enemy, having colleed the fcattered remains

of their forces, took poft on their former ground.
In the mean time letters from Scindiah arrived;~
requefting Vavon Row to defift from hottilities
againft the troops of Jypoor. Others of fimilar
import came from Mr. Perron, who had lately
fucceeded General Duboigne in the chief com-
mand of Scindiah’s forces.

- The enemy now of their own accord offered
_to pay the fum- of fifty thoufand rupees, which -
being moft unaccountably rejected, Vavon Row
had much reafon to repent. During the late
negotiations confiderable reinforcements had
arrived in the Jypoor camp, and hoftilities re-
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commenced with redoubled vigour onm both
fides. o

Mr. Thomas’s trooﬁs froth 4 want of f‘oragt,
which they were obliged to colle& from a
diftance of twenty miles from the camp, fuf
tained much inconvenience. In attempts to

- bring it in they were moreover harafled by de-
tached parties of the enemy ; and to complete
their diftrefs, the rajah. of Beykancer had by
thig time reinforced the Jypore army with five

" thoufand men. The Mahrattas in Mr. Tho-

mas’s camp, wholly ufelefs, were fit only to
plunder and deftroy the unrefifting peafantry.
‘Thus fituated, and forage continuing to de-
creafe, a council of war was held between
Vavon Row, Mr. Thomas, and the other com-
manders, in which it was unanimoufly agrecd
to attempt a retreat to their own country.

Agreeably to this refolution, the next morh-
ing before day-break, the troops began to file
off, but 'were fcarcely got in motion when the
enemy’s whole force came up to the attack.
While it continued dark, great confufion pre«
vailed; but on the appearance of day-light; Me.
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Thomas, having formed his men, compelled thc
cncm) to retreat with great lofs.

. They ftill continucd-to hang on his rear, and
annoy him with the fire of artillery, affifted by
an immenfe quantity of rockets. From the
rapidity of his march the enemy’s heavy guns
were foon obl}ged to remain behind, and the
rocket and the matchlock men alone continued
thepurfuit. The day was intenfely hot, and the

troops fuffered feverely from a total want of = -

water ; this caufe, however, operating in a fi-
‘milar manner upon the enemy, prevented the
execution of their plans. The fervice was fevere,
and in the higheft degree fatiguing ; at length
after a-toilfome march, Mr. Thomas arrived in -
the evening at a village, where he fortunately
_ met with two wells, containing plcnty of excel-
lentwater. His men, eager to catch a refrefhing
draught, crowded fo faft -upon each other that
two fell into the well, by which accident one
of them was inftantly fuffocated, and the other
with much difficulty brought out alive. Care
was now taken to prevent a renewal of fimilar
accidents, by ftationing an armed force to pro-
te& the well, till by degrees moft of the troops



156 MEMO1RS Of D\n 1799g:
‘having received a fmall fupply, the confafion
ocafed, and order was reftored in the camp:

The enemy ftill followed in the rear, and én-
camped within two cofs. Mr. Thomas deter-
mined to renew the attack the enfuing day.

Mr. Thomas, perceiving that his meti had
 loft their accuftomed fpirits,. to encourage them
marched himfelf, on foot, at their head, during
. the whole of the enfuing day.

The enemy frequently appearing inclined td
charge, Mr. Thomas directed the commandant
of artillery to keep up a conftant fire in the
rear. This, in fome degree checked their ar=
dour, and afforded an opportunity to his ownt
troops to move on. After a fecond day’s march;
attended by circumftances of diftrefs fimilar to
the preceding one, though with confiderable
lofs to the enemy, Mr. Thomas arrived at a
large town ; in the neighbourhood of which he
was gratified with the fight of an, ample fupply
of water, from five wells,

Here the enemy defifting from the purfuit,
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M. Thomas had time to direct his attention
to the fituation of his own troops. The fick
. and wounded were conducted to a place of
fafety, together with the hoftages which had
been received from the eneray on the com-
mencement of the late negotiations ; and having -
refted and refrefhed his men, Mr. Thomas re-
commenced hottilities on the enemy’s country,
and, by a fucceffion of exactions and fines, foon
obtained money fufficient to defray his expences,
and fatisfy his troops for their arrears. - /

By this time, the rajah of Jypoor, fenfible of
the injury which his country would fuftain by
thefe depredations, once more fent perfons to
offer terms to Vavon Row, for the evacuation
of his territories. The terms were accepted, a
fum of money paid, and hoftilities ceafed.

On the conclufion of the tranfa&ions, Mr.
Thomas determined to retaliate on the rajah of
Beykancer, and punifh him for the aid which
he had afforded the prince of J ypoor the pre-
ceding year,

To comprehend, however, the nature of this
iy .

\
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cxpcdztxon, it will be neceflary in this place to
recur to a geographical and ftatiftical fketch of
this remarkable country.

The province of Beykaneer is bounded on the
_north by the country of the Batties, weft by the
defert, fouth-weft by Jeflelmere, and fouth by
Joudpoor ; fouth-eaft by Jypoor, and eaft by
the diftri& of Hurrianah. It is one hundred’
and twenty cofs from north to fouth, and from.
fifty to eighty from eaft to weft ; but is broad-
eft in the centre. The country is elevated ;.
the foil a light brown fand, from the nature of
which rain is fwallowed up as foon as fallen.
This circumftance renders neceflary a recourfe
to the conftrudtion of wells in all parts of the
sountry. Thefe, which are made of brick, are in
general froim one to two hundred feet in depth,.
though towards the Jeflelmere frontier they
‘extend to no lefs-than three hundred feet. For®
- the ordinary purpofes.of life, and domeftic con-
fumption, each family is careful to provide a:
ciftern for the reception of rain water; as a
dearth of this.precious article frequently com-
pels the inhabitants, by whole families, to mi-
 grate toa morc favourable foil..

\



a.p. l799] ' GRORGE THOMAS. a9

With the exception of a few villages towards
the eaftern boundary, the cultivation of Bey-
kaneer is precarious ; bajerah, and other forts
of Indian pulfe, being all that are produced. .
But horfes and bullocks are numerdus. From
the caufes above ftated, the inhabitants of Bey-
kaneer arc obliged in a great meafure to depend
upon their néighbouts for the neceffary fupplies
of provifions; as even in the few places moft
favourable for cultivation the produce of the
fields fcarcely recompcnfcs the labour of the
peafant.

* The city of Beykaneer is {pacious, wdl-ﬁuil't,’
and furrounded by'a wall of conker.

' 'One mile fouth-weft of the city 1s the fort
where the rajah refides. It is a place of con-
- fiderable ftrength, built in the Indian ftyle, and
.encompaffed by.a broad and deep ditch ; but
the chief fecurity of both the city and fort is’
owmg to the fcarmty of water in the furround-
. dng country. -

‘The form of govcmﬁ:cnt in Beykancer re-
fembles that of Joudpoor, for here alfo both-
M 2 )
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the property and lives of the fubje& are entirely
- at the difpofal of the prince.

Soorut Sing, the prefent ruler of Beykaneer,
has been of late years. compelled to maintain
‘an army of mercenaries for the fecurity of his
authority. - For. though at his acceffion to the
government he.found himfelf poflefled of a full
treafury, which the wifdom and forefight of his
‘anceftors had hoarded up with frugality and
care ; yet from boundlefs profufion and thought-
lefs extravagance this was quickly diffipated;
and his neceflities compelling him to have re-
courfe to extortions to fupply his extravagance,
he has, by becoming cruel, tyrannical, and op-
~preflive, . thereby alienated the love of his fub-
Jects.*

* In the year 1799, the rajah of Beykaneer committed
an aét deserving of the highest reprobation, and which
stands confirmed on the authority of Mr. Thomas.

A party who were sent by Vizier Ali, the spurious

- nawaub of Oude, to the country of Zemaun Shah, were,
by order of Soorut Sing, the present sovereign, not only
detained prisoners in their passage through his territories,
but plundered of their property and treasure to the amount -
of twenty:seven lacks of rupees, and finally put to-death.
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. The inhabitants of Beykaneer are in general
Rajpoots, and fpring from the parent ftock of
Oudipore, as will be” hereafter noticed in the-
hiftorical fketch of that remarkable country.-
This of courfe attaches to them a fimilarity of -
‘habits and manners. It has however been re-
marked that although Rajpoots, and of the
Rhatore tribe, the Beykaneerians are cruel in:
difpofition, cowardly, and treacherous. Thefe
degenerate fymptoms may be attributed partly
to their indolent and inactive ftate for a long
period of years; and ‘partly to.a relaxation-in
their ancient fimplicity .of manners, occafioned
by the bad cxamplc fet them by thclr own

prmccs.

The revenues of Beykaneer amount to about
" three lacks of rupees ; though the rajah has oc-
cafionally found means, by laying duties and
vexatious impofts on the merchants paffing
through his country, to realize nearly doublc
that fum.

~ The trade formerly paffing from the i)oi't of 3
Soorat to Tatta on the Indus, entered from
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thence the Beykaneer province. The ufual
* route of the caravans was through Joudpore
and the provinpe of Jeflelmere ; but the rapa-
“city and injuftice of the reigning prince, as
fabovc related, have, of late years, if not utterly
annihilated commerce, at leaft direted tits
courfe into other channels : of this neglect the
rajah of Jypore has reaped the principal bene-
fit, by turning the moft lucrative branches of
commerce into his own territories.

- The force of Beykaneer may amount on the
whole to cight thoufand men; two-fifths of
which are cavalry, and the remainder infantry ’
and artillery. In the fervice of this prince are
feveral Europeans of different nations, who re-
fide within the fort of Beykaneer,

The rajah of Beykancer has many enemies,
the principal of which are his neighbours the
Batties, whofe country he invaded about nine
years fince, but without fuccefs, -He has, in
like manner, been unfuccefsful in feveral at-
tempts lately made in the diftri& of Churoo.

-

Confidering the nature of the foil Ta"n,d climate



A.D. 1799.]  GEORGE THOMAS. 183

‘of this country, it muft appear matter of no
‘fmall furprize, that any people fhould volun-
tarily have fele@ed 1o barren and unprofitable
a fpot for a permanent refidence. In Mr. Tho-
.mas’s opinion, this determination muft have
originated in the predilection mpnifefted by the
firft fettlers for this dreary folitude; either from
a romantic wifh for retirement among them-
felves, or occafioned by the hatred which

they entertained againft the oppreffion and in- -
juftice of their former rulers. The natives of |

this diftrict are robuft, hardy, and cxcc]lcnt

farmers.

Adjoining the province of Beykaneer is the
diftri& cilled the Lacky Jungle, fo much and
fo defervedly celebrated for the fertility of its
pafture lands, and for a breed of excellent
horfes of the higheft eftimation in India. The
Lacky Jungle is comprifed within the diftri®
of Batinda, forming.a circle of about twenty-
four coffes of the country cach way. On the

“north it is bounded by the country of Roy
Kclaun, eaft by the provinge of Hurrianah,
fouth by Batnier, ‘and weft by the great defert. .
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It is fituated twenty-two cofs north of Batnier,
and fifty weft of Pattialah, to whofe chief the
rajah is tributary.* The foil being fandy, the
wells are of confiderable depth. The country
yields rice and bajerah, and other forts of grain,
but not in abundance. The chief excellency
of the diftri& confifts in its pafture lands, which
for a fuccefiion of ages have been celebrated as
a nurfery for cattle. Theoriginal breed in this
country, has been much improved by Perfian
horfes, which were introduced during the fuc-
"ceflive invafions of Nadir Shah -and the Abdal-
lis into Hindooftan. This breed however has
of late years been much ncglc&cd. This Mr,
Thomas attributes to the exactions of the go-
vernment, or rather to the rapacity of the mi-
nifters of the rajah, who frequently compel the
' prdprietors of the horfes to fell them at theirown
price, much under the real value ; and when
purchafed they are by thefe rapacious men fent,
on their own accounts, to different parts of the
chinfula,f and fold at a confiderable profit.

* Consult the map.—This part of the country however
stands in need of an a&ual survey, which would be both
curious and interesting. -
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- This impolitic meafure has not only eaufed
a decreafe in the prefent breed, but has alfo
deterred the inhabitants from extending the
traffic ; though, on the contrary, if the breeders
of the horfes were allowed a fair and.equitable
market, -and they were to be exempted from,

thofe vexatious drawbacks, thecommerce might

' again flourifh, and the proprietors of land in the
Lacky Jungle and its vicinity would have a
certain preference in fupplying the neighbour-
ing ftates with plenty of the ﬁncﬁ: horfes 'in’
India. :

o Thc prices of the horfes are variable, and ob-
tain according to the quality of . the animal;
they are in gcneral from.two hundred to one
thoufand rupees in value, which latter fum is
feldom exceeded.

Itis rcmarkqd that the breeders are avcrfc to
difpofe. of their brood mares; and if prevailed
upon to do fo, will exa& double price : though
in general with regard to foreigners, they can-
not be pcrfuadcd to part with a brood mare for
any price.
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. While breeding, the mares and foals are kept
apart from the horfes. The women and children
look after them during the day-time. At the
feafon of the periodical rains they are allowed
_ to graze, and are brought home at night ; but
. in the cold and dry feafons they are fed upon
hay, which is dried in the fame manner as in
Europe; a cuftom common throughout the
weft -of India.

~

Onc thing only diminifhes the excellence of
this breed, which is a difeafe of the moft dif-
trefling nature. A fpecies of mufquitoes, called
by the natives Dunkh#¥, and fometimes Fetha,
are not only very troublefome to the animals,
by annoying them with their ftings, but in a
fhort time degenerating into an incurable can»
cer, the horfes die. : ¥

. <\
-This diforder prevails chicfly in the neigh.
® This is remarkable, and it would no doubt amply re,
compense the labour any gentleman of science might bestow
in investigating the causes of this extraordinary dxstemper,
- and pointing out a remedy; more especially, as it seems
peculiar to the district called the Lacky Jungle.
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bourhood of the Cuggur river, more particularly-

‘about the towns of Futtiahbad, Seerfah, and.
Runyah ; and it is computed that in thefe
places, and the interior parts of the Lacky
Jungle, the yearly lofs fuftained by the ravages
of this pernicious infe& is eftimated at one-
fourth of the horfes* that are produced.

Returning from' our geographical excurfion,
we now refume the thread of our narrative.
. When refolved on the invafion of Beykaneer,
Mr. Thomas, with great precaution and foree"
fight, had prepared a number of water-bags for
the ufe of his army; a- meafure which the -
fcarcity of water in that country rendered in-
difpenfably neceflary. v o
With this aid, and a reinforcement of froops,‘
he on the commencement of the rainy {eafon
began his march. The rajah, who had recegred

* In addition to the foregoing it may be observed, that
though the best horses are said to be produced within the
boundaries of the Lacky Jungle, Mr. Thomas affirms that
‘€qually good horses may be procured many coss distant
from thence ; a circumstance which may possibly have con-
fqunded the real Jungle with some other place. -

’
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intimation of the intended attack, was prepared
to repel it. Being in want of artillery, and
knowing he could not ftand againft Mr. Tho-
mas on the plain, he ftationed large bodies of
infantry in each of the frontier towns.

The firft attack was made on the village of
Jeitpore, in which were three thoufand men.
Mr. Thomas refolved on an immediate affault ;
and carried the place, though with the lofs of
two hundred of his troops. The lives and pro-
perty of the furvivoss were then ranfomed for
a fum of -meney; and fuccefsful in this firft on-
" fet, Mr. Thomas met with but little refiftance
during the remainder of the campaign. Inti-
"midated by thefe repeated defeats, the rajah’s

followers deferted in crowds; a few Rajpoots

" alone remained faithful to his caufe.

der circumftances fo unfavorable, the rajah
difpatched a vakecl to Mr. Thomas, to requeft
a ceffation from hotftilities, and confent to an
adjuftment of former differences. . The rajah
agreed to pay the fum of two lacks of rupees,
part of which was delivered on the fpot; and
for the remainder bills were given upon mer-

~
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chants in Jypore, the amount of which Mr.
Thomas never received.

It has before been remarked that Luckwah
and his colleague had been fuperfeded in their
command, and made prifoners. This circum-
ftance afforded Mr. Thomas an opportunity of
regaining pofleffion of the diftricts belonging to
the deceafed Appékandarow, and which, as
. above related, had been made over in form to
Furnaveefe. Mr. Thomas now poflefled him-
felf of the diﬁri&s in queftion, with an intent
to prcfcrit them to Appa’s heir; but Ambajec
and Mr. Perron, who had been lately nomingted
to the chief command in Hindooftan, hearing
of his intentions, united in requefting Mr. Tho-
mas to abftain from interfering in the affair.
‘Confulting with_Vavon Row on the fubje&, he
was advifed by that chief to comply, and at
length aflented. In recompence for this con-
ceffion, the Marhattas gave him the pcrgunnah,
of Badhli, which he added to his other acqui-
) fitions. . . o
Mr. Thomas next marched to Jeind, a town
on the frontiers of Hurrianah and Punjab, be-
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longing to Baug Sing. This chief had, from
Mr. Thomas’s firft entering the province, be-
haved towards him in a hoftile manner, for
which Mr. Thomas now determined to reta- -
liate. On his arrival at Jeind, the capital of
Baug Sing, he attempted to. florm the place,
but was driven back with the lofs of four hun-
dred men. Undifmayed even at a check fo
unexpe@ed, Mr. Thomas, having fortified his
camp agreeably to his ufual cuftom, formed
the blockade of the place; by which means,
there being three thoufand perfons within the
town, he expected to compel them to a furren-
" deny  In this hope he was for the prefent dif-
appointed. The fifter of Sahib Sing, of Putti-
alah, a woman of a mafculine and mtrepid
{pirit, attended by a large force, arrived to fuc-
cour the place : 'with her alfo came Bugheel
Sing, and other chiéfs of the Seiks. Mr. Tho-
mas, without hefitation, attacked the laft-men-
tioned party with fo much fpirit that he com-

pelled them to retire: and folowing up his
~ vi@ery, drove them through their own camp;

which, confifting of ftraw huts, he quickly de-

ftroyed by fire. They returned however to the
attack, and their numbers increafing, they were
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'permitted, by the fhameful fupirienefs of his
own officers, to take pofleffion of two redoubts,
by which many of his beft men were cut to
pieces. Supplies of provifion coming in flowly,
- and the country people perceiving the untoward
fituation of affairs, now declared againft him,
and joined the enemy. This compelled Mr.
Thomas, after a blockadc of three months, to
ratfe the fiege, and return to Hanfi." The ene-
my, by this time increafed to ten thoufand
men, followed in his rear ; and to add to his
diftrefs, the chicf of Puttialah appeared at the
fame time with feveral pieces of heavy artillery.
A retreat in thefe countries being always deemed
cquivalent to a defeat, the peafantry who rofe
on al] fides increafed the difficulty in his pro=
grefs. In hope of diverting the enemy’s atten-
tion, Mr. Thomas gave out that he was going
to Jypore; which lying far diftant from their
own country, he expected would induce them
to relinquith their purfuit. . In this he was un~
fuccefsful; but the enemy having repeatedly
attacked him, and as often been repulfed, now
 of their own accord dréw off; and directed their
march towards Hanfi. Hoping to intercept
him: before he could reach that plaéc, in their
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route they encamped at Narnound, a town
twenty cofs to the northward of Hanfi. Here
Mr. Thomas refolved to attack them. For
this purpofe he marched all night, and arriving
by daybréak in their camp, gave them a com-
plete defeat. . Their tents, baggage, the how-
dahs of their elephants, the, bazar, w1th one
. thoufand {faddles, - and about two hundrcd
horfes, fell into his, hands ; but his troops dif-
‘perfing on . all ﬁdcs in fearch of plunder, pre-
vented " his becoming - mafter of their artlllcry
and elephants. = S e

Fromthe inclemency of the feafon, Mr. Tho-
mas was now neceflitated to return to the
place where he had.depofited his heavy bag-
gage ; ‘and the Seiks, in their late defeat, re-
paired to Jeind. On their arrival they were re-
fufed admittance into the place; by the fifter of
Sahib Sing. This lady,,who, as we.have before
feen, had on feveral occafions exhibited a fpirit
fuperior to what could have been expe&ed from
‘her fex, and far more decided than her brother,
now offered to take the ficld in perfon. But
the Seik chieftains, athamed in being exceeded
in {pirit by -a- woman, returned to encounter
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Mr. Thomas, whom they found cncampcd neag
alarge town. They now came to a refolution
to conquer, or perith in the attempt : but whilft
deliberating on the mode of attack, their own
camp was fuddenly affaulted during the night
by a numerous and daring banditti, who found-
ed their trumpets with fuch loud alarms that.
the Seiks, thinking the whole force of Mr.
- Thomas was at hand, abandoned their camp
with precipitation. This circumftance, though
it occafioned no real lofs to the Seiks, had great
effet an the minds of the country people, and
leflened their ideas of Seik prowefs. The Seiks
were now as defirous of peace as they had be-
fore been determined on the continuance of
hoftilities ; and it was at length agreed between
the contending parties that each fhould remain
in pofleflion of their feveral diftri@s, as they
ftood before the fiege of Jeind. Excepting the
Rajah of Pattialah, all the reft were well fatif-
fied with the termination of hoftilities. He
alone refufed to fign the treaty, although, in
fpite of his remonftrances, it was done by his
more fpirited-fifter. For this conduc the Seik
chief ungeneroufly evinced his refentment, by
detaining her a prifoner; but Mr. Thomas,
N
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| deeming it his duty to interfere on this occafion,
- by threats compelled him to releafe her.

About this time Mr. Thomas was invited by
Ambajec to unite their forces: for his affiftance
Mr. Thomas was to receive the monthly fum
of fifty thoufand rupees. Having at prefent no
particular deftination, he clofed with the terms:

and agreeably to the inftruGtions of Ambajee,

prepated to lead his army to Oudipoor to en-
counter Luckwa; who by this time, having re-
gained his liberty, was aflembled in great force.
As the country of Oudipoor conftitutes one of
" the principal ftates of Rajepootana, and is on
feveral accounts extremely interefting, we fhall
hope for pardon in digrefling a little from the

thread of our narrative, and proceed to take a

' retrofpective fketch of its geographical pofition,
and internal refources.
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- CHAPTER X. .

Geographical defcription of the country of Ou-
dipoor or Mewar—its conflitution—manners
and cufloms of the inhabitants—military ope-.
rations in the Qudipoor country—termination

of the campaign.

THE dominions of Oudipoor are ﬁ:\cntj
cofs from north to fouth, and fifty from
caft to weft.

They are bounded on the north by Ajmere =~
and -the principality of Kifhenghur, on the
north and weft by Joudepoor, on the fouth
and eaft by the province of Malwa, and the
north-eaft by Kotah and Boondy.

The lands throughout Oudipoor are pof-
fefled by the princes, and chief nobility, and
- are held as Jacedid. Thefe lands at prefent can
yield an annual revenue of a crore of rupees:

N2 '
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it formerly produced a larger- fum, but the
depredations committed by the Mahrattas fince,
taking pofleffion of a great part of this coun-
try, have caufed its reduction to the prefent
ftandard ; and though the Mahrattas fince their
conquett have permitted the landholders above-
mentioned to retain their lands, yet by fre-
quent exactions and vexatious mulds, theic

value to the proprictors is conﬁdcrably lef-
féned

Mo{’c of the opulent towns in Mewar, which,
formerly acknowledged the authority of the
Oudipoor family, are now in the hands of the.
M:hrattas.

- The rajah is in a ftate fimilar to that of the.
emperor at Delhi; he is entirely guided- by ‘
Mahratta councils, and dependant on them in
_a great meafure for his fubfiftence: but in
Mr. Thomas’s opinion, they have not yet ob-
tained the ftrong holds in his country, and this
prince, at prefent fo infignificant, may poffibly
at no diftant period frcc himfelf from their
ufurpations.
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, Tbe country of Oudipoor i very produdive;
'it yields fugar-cane, indigo, tobacco, wheat, rice,

barley, and in (hort every thing to be found irt

other parts of Indla in the greatcﬁ: abundance.

‘ In Oudi;")oor are found iron-mines, excel-
lent timber, and in one part of the c0untry i
~ produced falphur.

~ The generality of cattle, however, are infe-
* Yior in quality to thofe of the more weftern
countries: horfes Only are numcrous, and may
be pro(:urcd at a moderate price.

The producC of the neighbouring fates
‘ bemg nearly the fame as that of Oudipoor, the -
trade with them is not confiderable, but a very
extenfive commerce from all parts of India was
formerly carried on through the agency of
the Ghofleins of Nathdora ; this of late years,

through the oppreflive government of the
, Mahrattas, has been ob{’cru&cd in its progrefs,
almoft to annihilation.

This country is uﬁéorhmoniy :[’crong'> by nas
ture.  The city of Oudipoor, which is fituated
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in an amphitheatre of hills, is guarded in the
approach by a deep and dangerous defile, which
‘admits of only a fingle carriage pafling at a
time. So extenfive is the circuit protected
by this pafs, that between four and five hun-
dréd villages are contained within its range ;
but Oudlpoor, thus furroundcd by hills, is very
~unhealthy, and pcculxarly fo durmg the fcafon
- of the periodical rains.

The wells in the nmghbourhood of thc city,

though but a fmall diftance from the furface

~of the earth, are ftrongly impregnated with
the mineral qualities of the water that flows
from the neighbouring hills, a principal caufe
of the infalubrity of this climate.

) The ihtcmal adminiftration of Oudipoor is

cx‘frcxhcly fingular, and therefor¢ merits at- °

gcntion.'

' " The whole power of the ftate was formerly
‘vefted in fixteen principal chieftains, who were
-accuftomed to refide at court, with a ftipu-
" lated number of followers. Thefe chicfs dif~

tinguithed by the name of the fixteen omrahs,
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ﬂand conﬁantly refiding at the capital, tunder
the immediate eye of thefovereign, this cir-
cumftance rendered it impofiible for them to
tranfa& the bufinefs of their refpedive do-
mains in perfon. To remedy this inconve-
" nience, thirty-two inferiot chiefs were nomis -
nated to affift them with their counfels: thefe
were defignated the thirty-two omrahs; and
in order to affift the latter, in the ordinary de~
tail of bufinefs in the interior diftrits; fixty-
four inferior officers were appointed, who
from their number are alfo called the fixty-
four omrahs. Thefe combined, prefent a fyf: ’
tem not very diffimilar to that of the feudal

- tenures of Europe, prior to the confolidation

of the French monarchy, under the emperor
Charlemagne,* though that prince has been

blamed by hiftorians for dividing his kmgdom'

among his children. "

In the original defign of this extraordiitary
conftitution, it was intended that a grada<
tion of authority ﬁlould be eftablithed by th’c,

* Consult the Hnstory of Francc, vol I P- 59, et seq
Author anonymous.

\
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fraller number controlling :the greater; fo

that the thirty-two chiefs were to be fubfer-

vient to the decrees of the council of fixteen,

and by a fimilar and progreffive ratio the refo-

hations of the fixty-four were to be controHcd
by thofe of the thuty-two

A ‘But, as might reafonably have been expet-

. ed, the chiefs, by a frequent abufe of power,

at* length fanctioned the interference of the
prince,; who by intrigues and fowing diffen-
fions among them, gradually recovered the
exercife of his own authorlty

Hc therefore forbadc thefe high-fpirited
nobles to interfere with cach others’ concerns:
_and to remedy the inconveniences that go-
vernment might fuftain from their private -
feuds, the rajah appointed of his own accord
a dewaun, or controller-general ; to whom
#ll compleints from the-omrahs or the fubjedts -
within their refpeive diftriks® were to be
made, and whofc adjudication -was to be con+
fidered as final. As the lands throughout Ou-
dipoor had formerly been divided among the
omrahs, with a flight variation they have fo
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continued to the prefent day ; but thé former
‘authority and political corifequence enjoyed by
_ thefe omrahs in the adminiftration of the go-
vernment, have long ceafed, and at prefent
Mahratta influence alone prevails in thc dm
minions of Oudlpoor

The policy of the Mahrattas has of late
been dire&ed to diftrefs the people of Oudi-
poor with vexatious fines, rather than to difs
poffefs them altogether, as they apprehend, if
driven to defperation, the Rajepoots might,
not only unite in a common caufe, but by
deferting the level country and -taking refuge
in.the mountains, render their complete fub-
jection extremely difficult. |

The nobility of Oudipoor are rajepoots of
‘the tribe called Sefodia. This tribe among
them is efteemed the pureft and moft noble;
a few are Rahtours. In their perfons the Ou-
dnpoor Rajepoots are not fo comely as the
Mghbourlng rahtours, nor are they fo cou-
rageous, although they frequently intermarry
with that tribe. This diftin&ion in the raje-.
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poat blood; in Mr. Thomas's opinion, may bé
traced to the unhealthinefs of the climate,
'Though affable in their- manners and cinl
to ftrangers, the rajepoots of Oudipoor de
not poffefs .an. equal fhare of fincerity with
their brethren in other parts of Rajepoo-
tana, ’ '
The military force of Oudipoor may be
cftimated at twelve thoufand cavalry ; the in-
fantpy, which is retained by the different om-
_rahs in their refpetive forts to guard againft
Mahratta invafion, is very inconfiderable. The
arms of the Oudipoor rajepoots confift of a
matchlock, a lance, and a fabre, though the
former are not fo much ufed as the two
latter. -

They are fond of glittering armour ; and
clothe their horfes with a thick quilting, which
it 1s faid will refift the ftroke of a fabre.

Mr. Thomas moreover. confiders the inha-«
bitants of Oudipoor as more inclined to pomp
and luxury than the other tribes.
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. Tt 1s however to be remarkcd. that when

the honour of their women is concerned; or -

they are afraid of their being infulted, the Ra-
jepoats of Oudipoor,in common with their
brethren in the other ftates, not only makea
defperate refiftance, but if unfucccfsful feldom.
furvive their dlfgracc :

. If the natural ftrength of this country, its.
internal refources, and, above all, the fpirited
and warlike chara&er of its inhabitants, be con-
fidered with attention, it can furely, concludes
Mr. Thomas, be no matter of wonder, that the
fubjugation of a country fo difficult of accefs
fhould be attended with innumerable obftacles;
or that the hardy and independant chiefs, im-
mured within their native faftneffes, thould not
. only ftill be enabled to preferve themfelves from
the Mahratta yoke, but continue even to the

prefent hour to enjoy their patrimonial eftates
in an undifturbed tranquillity.

We muft now carry back our narrative to-
the commencement of Mr." Thomas’s expedi-
~ tion againft Luckwa; who, as before ftated, had
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iak’gn a ftrong pofition on the frontiers of Oudi-
poor. - '

‘While oni the march towards that country;
Mr. Thomas was alarmed by a mutiny which
broke out among his troops, occafioned by
delay in the payment of their arréars. A$ ad
apology for a condu fo unmilitary, they urg:
ed, that as they were now marching towards
the Deccan*, their families who were left be:
hind would fuftain much inconvenience. Al-
though there appeared fome reafon for the de-
mand, Mr. Thomas deeming it a dangerous
precedent to yield compliance, therefore gavé

‘them & denial.  The mutineers, growing out-
rageous, withed to furround and take him pri-
foner : this he ¢vaded by encamping apart
from them with the foldiers who were ftill
faithful. He then called in a body of cavalry
to his affiftance, when the mutineers advanced
with their guns to attack him. Refolved to
reprefs their infolehce or perifh in the attempt;

- Mr. Thomas now mounted his horfe; and

went to meet them. Several fhot weré ﬁrctf

- * This word implies the south, in opposition to ostur of
the north : poorub is the east, and puchum the west:

-
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at him : but having refolutely feized op the
ringleaders, he ¢xpelled them from the camp ;
and the remainder, perceiving the fate of their
comrades, returned to their duty.

He then procecded againft Luckwa. On the
road he was joined by vakeels from the rajahs
of Joudpoor, Jypoor, and Kifhen Ghur, each,
of whom brought prefents from their refpec-
tive mafters. It was now reprefented to Mr.
"Thomas, that Scindiah having pardoned Luck-
wa, it was therefore. improper to proceed to
hoftilities with that chief; but Mr. Thomas,
who only confulted the interefts of Ambajee in
whofe fervice he was now engaged, and from
whom he had received pofitive orders to fight
Luckwa wherever he came up with him, did
not, from thefe confiderations, think himfelf
at liberty to defit. But the former mutiny
among his. troops, not having been properly
quelled, from a miftaken lenity in Mr.Thomas,
and unwillingnefs on his part to pufh matters
to extrefities, now broke out again with re-
doubled violence. With his ufual prompitude,.

“he feized on. the ringleaders, and inftantly
caufed one of them to be blown from the
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mouth of a cannon ; the otherswere fecured by
putting them in irons: this prompt feverity
was attended with the happieft effe&t; the mu-
tiny was entirely fubdued, and was the laft he
ever experienced. »

He was now joined by a brigade of traops
under Mr. Sutherland, who, came for the avow-
cd purpofe of oppofing Luckwa. On uniting
their force, they advanced towards Luckwe.
That chief, as yet unable to make an effetual
refiftance, encamped near-the pafs leading to
Oudipore, the nature of which has been before
defcribed. Into this pafs he threw his heavy |
baggage and ftores, a meafure which on any
other occafion would have proved his ruin ; but
Luckwa had previoufly received information
that the rana of Oudipore, being favourably in«
clined towards him, was ready to afford pro-
tection to himfelf and followers.

A plan of attack was now concerted by Mr.
Fhomas and .Mr. Sutherland, and the enfuing
morning named for carrying it into execu-
tion. That very night, however, Mr. Suther-
Tand, without affigning any caufe, to Mr. Tho-

e




A.D. 1799.] GEORGE THOMAS. 20y

mas’s utter aftonifhment, thought - proper to
decamp, and leave him to condu the opera-
tions againft Luckwa with his own troops.

This circumf{tance ipfp'ircd Luckwa with
confidence ; and he, who from the untoward
fituation of his affairs, had before been hum-
ble, now became haughty in proportion to
their alteration. He fent letters to the differ-
ent chiefs in the neighbourhood, command-
ing them to join his ftandard. Three days after
Mr. Sutherland’s retreat, Mr. Thomas, leaving
Ambajee with his troops to protet the bag-
gage, advanced againft Luckwa in order of
battle ; but the adion was at that time pre-

vented by the coming on of a moft tremen-

dous ftorm ‘of rain, thunder, and lightning,
which induced Luckwa to halt. Mr. Thomas's
pofition being favourable for cavalry to a&, of
which the enemy’s force chiefly confifted, and
far fuperior in number, he was defirous of
changing it ; and accordingly, moving more to
the left, he took poft on a rifing ground from
whence he could have nothing to apprchend
from an attack of horfe. When the ftorm was
pver, Luckwa again advanced towards Mr.
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~ Thomas ; but fccmg his advantageous pofiition,
and baving loft a number of men in his ap-
proach from the fire of Mr. Thomas’s artillery,
he thought proper to draw off the field. M.
Thomas, after a fevere and fatiguing fervice
during the day-time, returned in the evening
to his own camp. -

At midnight, vakeels from Luckwa arriv-
ing in the camp, produced letters from Scin-
diah, in which that chief repeated his com-
mands for hoftilities to ceafe on both fides, he
having nominated Luckwa to the government
of all his poffeflions north of the Nerbuddah.
In the morning a council of war being held, -
the different firdars each’delivered his own opi-
nion. Mr. Thomas, on his part, obferved, that
being employed by Ambajee for the exprefs

-, purpofe of reducing the province of Mewar to

his authority, he could confent to no. terms in
which the €vacuation of that - country by
Luckwa was not a leading article.

After much negotiation, a propofal was made
for both armies to march to the northern fron-
: thl’, and there walt for frg:fh mﬁru&xons from
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Scindiah on the fubje&. Mr. Thomas, well
apprifed of the infincerity of Luckwa, kngw
- that he ouly wifhed to gain time, in order to
form a jun&ién with a body of troops now on
their march to join him from Ajemere, and to
get that country in.his rear, whiéh. as the fort
and city of Ajemere belonged to him, would
~ enable him to receive a ¢onftant fupply of pro-
vifions; for thefe reafons, therefore, he was
averfe to the propofal. He knew alfo, that
their prefent fituation near Oudipore would be
much benefited when the . periodical rains, .
which were now daily expedted, fhould fet in,
as he would then be able to procure a fupply -
of farage, of which they were in great want.

Thefe points he fubmitted to Ambajec’s con-
fideration, but in vain, for that chief’s princi-
* pal officers having been gained over by bribes,
declined a@ing againft Luckwa, until anfwers
to the propofitions referred to Scindia fhounld
be received.

In thofe refolutions Mr. Thomas unwillingly
acquicfced. The armies commenced their
march, and although only ata diftance of fifty - .
- N o N
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cofs (the rains having overtaken them in their

‘youte) fifteen days had. clapfed before they
reached the northern frontier. Luckwa having

~ by this timic been reinforced by the troops .
which he expe&ed, as alfo by fome from Oudi-
poor, peremptorily refufed to evacuate the
country., He accordingly recommenced hof-
tilities, and marched againft Mr. Thomas.
Ambajees's troops, who were encamped on an
extenfive plain, were in confequence open to
attacks of cavalry ; Mr. Thomas'with his ufual
prudence had taken poft on the fpot of. ground
{urrounded on all fides by nullahs and ravines.

- In.a council of war held on the occafion, it was
determined that Ambajee’s force fhould en-
camp in Mr. Thomas’s rear, by which means
they would be fecure from any attempt of the
enemy’s horfe.  Prior to this determination of
the council being known, a battalion who had
began to drefs their victuals, could not be per-

fuaded to move off until they had finithed

their meal; the confequence of this delay
proved fatal; Luckwa, too late fenfible of his
error in not poflefling himfelf of the ground
occupied by Mr. Thomas, neverthelefs attempt=
ed to take a redoubt that lay in his front ; fot'
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this purpofe he advanced with refolution, but
being foon compelled to retreat, he directed
his iafantry to remain on the defenfive; and
. eager to revenge his ill fuccefs, at the head of
a ftrong detachment of cavalry, he fell fud-
denly upon the battalion before mentioned,
who in their defencelefs ftate were almoft cut
to pieces. - Mr. Thomas, leaving. two batta-
lions to cover Ambajee, now proceeded with
the remuinder to the attack of Luckwa’s main
body, but'a heavy thower of rain falling, and
the fudden {welling of the nullahs, prevented
further hoftilities on:that day. The rain con-
tinued -without intermiffion for ecight days,
during which time no opportunity occurred of
renewing the conteft; frequent fkirmithes
however took place. It was cuftomary for
Luckwa and fome of his principal Sirdars, at-
tended by a fele& body of horfe, to pay daily
vifits to ‘Mr. Thomas: they ufually  pofted
themf{elves between the camp and the town of
Shahpoora, from whence he received fupplics
of grmin.

To deceive the encmy on this occafion,
My. Thomas was accustomed to change the
- 02 ,
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“uniforms and colours.of -his awn people ; and
- having by feints got within fhot of the enemy,
he frequently opened a smart cannonade ; one
in particular, the enemy approaching fo near,
that Luckwa himfelf could be eafily diftin-
guithed. Mr. Thomas, by a brifk and well-
dire&ed fire; compelled them to a fpeedy re-
treat, after a confiderable lofs in men and
:horfes. Thefe {kirmifhes, though haraffing to
the troops, did not. occafion much lefs “to ei-
- ‘ther party, whoiwere now in-daily expeation
of receiving orders from Scindiah to deéfift from
hoftilities. Intelligence.now arrived that Per-
on, taking advantage of Mr. Thomas's abfence,
had invaded the purgunnah of Jyjur, and was
;moreover - committing depredations-on other
-parts.of his pofleflions. . This intelligence he
wifhed to keep fecret, but Luckwa, who had
‘Presioufly received fimilar intimation, now
‘mpde Mr. Thomasivery hendfome offers to in-
duce him ito join his ftandard, but thefe were
sifglugely-r¢jeed. Mr.. Thomas.moreover ac-
“quainted Luckwa, that though he might.pof-
fibly leave the fervice of Ambajee at the ter-
- .mipation of: the prefent:campaign, he could

nevey- beeame: his enemy, nor conne@ himfelf

PRS-
- -
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~with thofe who were.  This anfwer difpleafed
Luckwa; he complained much in his durbar’
of Mr. Thomas, who he faid was a man of a
moft unaccountable charafer; that although
repeated orders had been received from Scin-
diah to ceafe hoftilities, he could not be pre-
vailed on -to ‘obey them; and finally charged
him with nothing lefs than aiming at the ex-
piration of Scindiah’s authority, and the efta-
blifhment of his own.

Not content with the falfenefs of thefc ac-
cufations, Luckwa privately fent emiffaries into -
Mr. Thomas’s camp to fow diflenfions among -
his troops, but they being difcovered by his hir-
carrahs,* were feized, put into confinement,

and there detained durmg the rémainder of the
campaxgu

The arts ufed by Luckwa on this occafion
“having failed, Mr. Thomas' gonciliated the
good opinion of his foldiers, by an affurance of
fpeedily recondu@ing them to their own coun-
try. The force of Luckwa at ‘this period

* Meflengers.



214 © MEmMoIrs oF [A D. 1799
amounted to nhine thoufand cavalry, fix thou-
fand regular infantry, two thoufand Rohillas,
and about five or fix thoufand mercenaries, to-
gether with ninety ‘pieces of artillery.

Mr. Thomas had only fix battalions, by de-
fertion much reduced, one hundred and fifty
cavalry, three hundred Rohillas and twenty-
two pieces of artillery.

With this force comparatively fo fmall, he
was compelled not only to provide for the
fafety of Ambajéc, but the fecurity of the
camp, to efcort provifions, and procure fup-
plies of forage for the whole.

Severa] a&tions took place, in which Mr.
Thomas was ufually fuccefsful, having fre-
quently driven his antagonift back to his camp.
On one occafion Luckwa narrowly efcaped a
total defeat: he drew out his whole army,
and advanced upon Mr, Thomas, who, at the
time having only two battalions, was compelled
to retire; Luckwa followed in his rear to the
1kirts of his encampment, when, being fuddenly

' joined by three additional battalions and a fup-

~
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ply of ammunition, unexpeedly turning: on
- his purfuers, gave them a moft fevere check,

Luckwa returned in confufion with the lofs
of a great many men; and fo grca.t was the
confternation, that the darknefs of the night -
alone faved him from a total defeat. Between
the camps there ran.a nullah, the north fide .
of which was occupied by the army of Luck-
wa ; and the troops of Ambajee and Mr. Tho-
~mas were ftationed on the fouth. Ambajee,
in order to prevent the advance of Luckwa's
artillery, who endeavoured to open upon him,’
fortified an advanced redoubt on the: north
fide of the .nullah, but too far detached: from
his main body to receive fuccour in cafe of an
attack. For its defence, were ftationed three
battalions of fepoys, fix pieces of. cannon, and
one thoufand Ghofleins. To fupport thefe,
three battalions were pofted at a fhort diftance
in the rear. A heavy rain had fell for twenty
four hours, which caufed two large refervoirs -
to overflow their banks, by which means the
-nullah rifing to a great height, became impaf-
fable, and thereby intercepted the communi-
‘cation between the camps. Luckwa availed
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himfelf of this opportunity, and attacked the
poft before-mentioned with great vigour and
refolution ; his men in advancing to the af-
fault were up to their necks in water, which
refolute condu& infufed fuch terror into the
~men in the redoubt, that being panick ftruck,
they furrendered without firing a thot. The
Ghofleins alone refufed to fubmit ; and, aftq a
brave though fruitlefs refiftance, were cut to
picces. Ambajee’s troops, who before this dif-
_ after refufed to fight, now deferted in great
numbers. 'Luckwa alfo had by bis intrigues .
induced the Shahpoora Rajah to join in hofti-
lities againft Mr. Thomas, whofe fupplies by
this means were entirely cut off. Although
he had provifions fufficient for the confump-.
tion of twenty days for his own troops, thofe
of Ambajec had not more than three. Should
they be compelled to retreat unfupported by
him, they would moft likely be cut off by
their a&tive and vigilant enemy. .Mr. Thomas
was diftrefled for ammunition ; his fuperfluous
ftores having been left at Singanah, a place
‘twenty cofs diftant from their prefent encamp-
ment : the diftance did not permit his fending
a fmall force to efcort the- ﬁores, and from pre-
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fent circumftances he was unable to detach a
larger party. Forthefe reafons, he thought it
more advifable to march himfelf, and having
procured the neceflary fupplies, to return. to-
his former ground; but Ambajees fick and;
- wounded men having been left on the ground,
Mzr. Thomas, with his accuftomed humanity,
gcncrouﬂy advanced money to procure them
carriage to the place. In his retreat he was
purfued by a party from Luckwa's army ; but
after feveral ineffeCtual attempts the enemy
defifted, and he completed the remainder of
his march unmolefted. We have before had
occafion to remark that Ambajee was fenfible

of his ill condu& in authorifing an attack.on

Mr. Thomas’s pofleflions, who had cver ferved
him with. fidelity; that chief now wrote let-
~ters excufing thefe attacks, and laying the
blamc on the cnmlty of Mr. Perron.
. In fa&, both Ambajee and Pcrron, fuppofing
that Luckwa had been compelled to evacuate
the Mewar, concluded there. was no further
occafion for Mr. Thomas’s fervices ; the pre-
fent timc, therefore, appearcd to them moft
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favourable for feizing his country; but perceiv-
ing his refolute condu& and fteady adherence
to their interefts during the late confli&, they
ultimately grew a.fhamcd of their proccedmgs,
and dcﬁﬁcd : :

Mr. Thomas, though diffatisficd at the treat-
ment hehad experienced, neverthelefs refolved,
from prudential motives, to appear content ;
and-the diftri®ts which had been taken from
him having been reftored, the matter was

finally dropped.

Arriving at Singana, he compléted his am-
munition and other requifites, and immediately
recommenced his march againft Luckwa;
that chief had invefted a fort about thirty cofs
"~ to the north eaft of Singanah. Advancing by
flow and cafy marches through the diftricts
occupied by Agagee Mirtha, Mr. Thomas
thought proper. to punifh that chief for his
. condu& on a late occafion, in having invited
the country people to declare againft him.

In a few days he arrived within twelve

. .
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miles of Luckwa’s camp, which he intended
to attack the next morning; but Luckwa,
deeming himfelf unequal to the conteft, fud-
denly decamped from the fort he was befieg-
ing, and having quitted the boundary in dif-
pute, he in two marches reached his own dif-
tri@s in the province of Ajemere.

- Letters had lately been received from Dow-
lut Rao Scindiah, enjoining Mr. Thomas to
obey Luckwa, and put an end to the conteft.
To thefe he had uniformly replied, that being
in the fervice of Ambajee, he could only pay
~obedience to' the orders of that chief; and in
this he was juftified by exprefs and repeated
‘commands not to ceafe from hoftilities until
‘Luckwa had quitted the dominions of Oudi-
poore. ‘ ' |
R o . ;
- That obje& being now happily accomplith-" -
¢d, Mr. Thomas employed himfelf in levying
contributions to reimburfe Ambajce for the
expences incurred during the campaign. He
colle&ed near four lacks of rupees, a fum con-

fiderably beyond the attual -expenditure, and
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could have raifed a.great desl more, had riot
M. -Perron about this time broke the treaty
into which he had lately cntcred with Am-
bajee.

* This treaty ftipulated, that fhould Scindiah
hereafter think proper to reinftate Luckwa in
his authority, they were to a& in concert, a
meafure by which fecurity'in their refpective
. pofleflions would be eftablifhed.

In this agreement it was alfo ﬂ:ipul_ated that -
‘Mewar thould remain in Ambéjce’s pofleffion:
Mr. Perron, who now began to entertain a
_jealoufy againft Ambajee, entered into a pri-
“vate and feparate treaty with Luckwa, whom
“he had gained over to his intereft. The letters
from Scindiah were produced, requefting Am-
bajee to withdraw his troops frdm the Mewar,
and put Luckwa in poffeffion of his country.
Perron ,advifed compliance with the order, and
in cafe of refufal threatened to affift Luckwa
in taking pofleffion by force. In this ftate of
the bufinefs, Ambajee wrote letters to his col-
leCtors and to Mrv Thomas, ordering them to
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delivér aver the country in.difpute, and with-
draw the,tioogs. - Mr. Thorhas, on receiving
a cypher from Ambajee, complied.
- M. Perron how. marched to Jypore ; Am»
. bajee remained behind ;- and not long after the
tranfaction above related, defired Mr. Thomas.,
to march to Duttiab.’ He was preparing ‘to
obey, :vifhe_.n a contrary order anrived, defiring
him#o join the united force of:Ambajes. and
~.Luckwa... Mr./Thomas, from fuch contradic-
tory orders, . fufpected treachery, and that
Luckwa wifhed only for this opportunity to
effe@ his ruin. . '

' ‘Rcfuﬁtig therefore compliance with the
‘demand, he commenced his march north-
ward. )

Luckwa now throwing off the matk, with-
ed to fend a force after Mr. Thomas in order to
punith him, but was not able to raife a fupply '
of money fufficient for the purpofe. Mr.
Thomas continued to levy contributions in the
Ajemere province, throughaevhich he dirc&ed
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~ his march, and now confidered: himfelf in a
ftate of actual hoftility againft Luckwa. -
His fituation bad by this time become criti-
‘cal; the army of Luckwa' was but twenty cofs
to the caftward of him; that of Jypore lay in
his front ; and Perron himfelf was endeavour-
ing to hurt him at the court of the Rajah.
The bad water of the mountainous country of
Mewar having - affe@ed his army, a third part
of the troops were fick, but: Luckwa’s'troops
were in a ftate of infubordination ; and the
Rajah of Jypore and Mr. Perron were at pre-
fent overawed by the prefence of Colonel Col-
lins, the Britith Ambaflador at that court,
who about the latter end of 1799 had arrived
at Janaghur, to demand the delivery. of the per-
) fonof szxcrAlh, the fpunous Nawaub of Oude.

In this ftate of aﬁ’axrs, -Mzr. Thomas, after
cluding cvery attempt to oppofe his progrefs,
and having raifed contributions to the amount
of two lacks of rupees, arrived in his own ter-
ritory, defirous of obtaining fome repofe. from
the fatigues of hislate perilous campaign.
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« His repofe however on this occafion was not

of long duration’; the force which:he had left
behind to colleét the revenues having accom-
plithed their’ purpofe, now joined him ; and
finding himfelf at eafe with regard to the
Mabhrattas, he refolved to inake an incurfion
into the Punjaub, in order to punith Sahib f
Sing of Puttialah, who had undefervedly 1ill
treated his fifter for entering into the negoti-
ations with Mr. Thomas the preceding- year.
That chief had, moreover, during Mr. Tho-
‘mas’s abfence in the Mewar country, autho-
rifed depredations ‘among his diftri®s; but’
hoftilities were for the prefent prevented by
_ the Seik chief agreeing to furrender certain
villages, and paying a fum of money as a com~
penfation for thofe depredations.

Mr. Thomas next turned his arms againft
the Rajah of Beykancer, who, as we have be-
. fore had occafion to remark, on the termination
.of his late difpute, had given him falfe bills on_
the merchants of Jypore. That Prince had
lately obtained fome advantages over his neigh-’
bours the Battees, an extraordinary race with
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" whom he had long been at variance, end whofe

cauntry, from its fingularity of fituation, as
-welh-geographical as ftatiftical, merits a digref-
fion from. the ordinary courfe of Mr. Thomas’s
‘marratives . S
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'CHAPTER XI.

. Deferiptive account of the country of the Batties
—fingular manners dnd cufloms of the inhabi-
tants—military operations againft the Rajah
of Beykaneer—Mpr. Thomas returns to Jyjur.

HE country of the Batties is bounded on

the north by the Punjab and the tiver

‘Sutledge, eaft by the diftri& of Hurrianah,
weft by the defert, and fouth by chkancét.

It is fifty cofs from eaft to weft; and about |
one hundrcd from north to fouth

That part of the pountry beft adapted for
the purpofes of cultivation is along the banks
of the river Cuggur, extending from the town
of Futtahbad to that of Batnier. The foil is
uncommonly - produive, which arifes in a
great -meafure from the immenfe body of wa-
ter defcending from the mountains during the
raiy feafon ; this caufing the banks of the

: P
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river to overflow to an extent of feveral miles,
leaves on the retiring of the waters a loamy
earth, which rewards the labours of the pea-
fant in the produce of an abundant harveft.

Where the river overflows, wheat, rice, and
barley aré_ plentiful, and in the higher parts of
the country are likewife to be found thofe dif-
ferent fpccicé of grain which are common
throughout India. Theé remainder of the Bat-

tie country, owingto a fcarcxty of water, is un?

produ&u c.

The- courfc of the Cuggur river has already
- been laid down in our detail of the Punjab.
Tt is here, therefore, fufficient to remark that
during Mr. Thomas's sefidence at Batnier, he
could perceive little veftige of what was called
the ancient bed of this river; but from the
- feanty information he procured, it appeared to
him that the river, though it formerly ran
alohg- the north (ide of the fort, its channel
had been choked up by vaft quantities of earth
forced down from the mountains; and, accord-
ing to_the prevailing opinion of the natives,
though now loft in the {ands weft of the city,.
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it for}ncrly extended as far ag the Sautledge,
which it joined in the vicinity of Feroze-
pore.* | ‘

Batnier, the capital of the diftri&, and refi-'
dence of the Rajah, is two hundred miles weft
of Delhi, and about forty fouth of Batinda.
The towns of Arroah, Futtahbad, Sirfah, and
Ranyah, conftitute the other places of note in
the Battie country; thefe towns, together with
the numerous villages, afford a popula‘tion‘ fuf-
ficient to bring into the field an army of twenty
thoufand men, without detriment to the cul-
tivation of the lands.  Of late years, however,
many of the Batties, migrating from their na-
tive country, haye fixed their refidence in the
weftern parts of the dominions of Oude, and
at the prefent day feveral families of this fingu-
lar tribe are to be met with in the vxcmlty of
Chandowfy, in Rohilcund. '

As pcculxanty In manners more diﬁ'in&ly
ferves to difcriminate the genius and chara@er
of a people, a few of the fingularities obferv-

* Consult the map.
P2
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able among the Batties may perhaps not be
deemed unworthy of our notice. A defert fe-
parates them from any communication with
the countries to the weftward;  parties are
often formed for croffing this'defert, in order
to invade the neareft diftri&. They fet out
numerous and well equipped ; intelligent- per-
fons amongft them are fele@ed by the reft as
guides to the party, to whofe orders, during the
journey, they pay the moft implicit obedience,
and on arrival at the frontier of the enemy’s
~ country their authority is at an end.

For the performance of thefe journeys, they
have camels, which are loaded with bread,
water, and other neceflary articles of provifions.
This ftock being previoufly fent off, is depo-
fited at different parts of the defert, which ex-
tends from fixty to feventy cofs. ‘Thefe places
are confidered as points of rendezvous to meet
with their fupplies ; not a drop of water, or pro-
 vifions of any kind, being otherwife procurable;
. and fhould thefe fupplies- fail by any accxdcnt,
"inevitable dcath awaits them all.

The guidés, whom we ~havc, before men-
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tioned, become 1kilful by long experience and
conftant pra&tice. Without the aid of a tree,
or land mark of any defcription, to diré&@ them
in their march over this dreary defert, they
feldom fail not.only to afcertain the place
where the proviﬁops are depofited, but like-
wife to condué the intrepid adventurers to the
deftined fpot. It frequently happens, more-
over, that individuals of the party, who, from
heedlefsnefs and inattention, ftray from the
_caravan, opprefled by the multiplied evils of
thirft, hunger, and fatigue, perith mlfcrably in
the defert.

¢ So where our wide Numidian wastes extend,

“ Sudden th’ impetuous hurricanes descend,

¢« Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play,

% Tear up the sands, and sweep whole plains away.

* The helpless traveller with wild surprise,

‘¢ Sees the dry desert all around him rise,
! And, smother’d in the. dusty whirlwind, dies e

In their progrefs during this fingular march,
the guides are dire&ed by the Sun by day, and
the North Star by night; and with thefe un-
erring marks they are enabled to perform jour-
. neys which appear almoft incredible.

* See Addison’s Cato.



230 MEMOIRS OF

'Thefe journeys are moreover performed with
~accuracy and exa&nefs. Departing at night
from a fixed or given point, and often fteering
different courfes, by the aid of the figns above-
mentioned, they will, after a march of thirty,
forty, and even fifty cofs, return to the fpot
from whence they fat’ out, and, with the ex-
ception of rain or cloudy weather, fcarcc ever
deviate from their point of deftination. Should
they be prefled for provifions on their journey,
or have confumed their ordinary ftock, a bul-
lock or calf, belonging to the party, is killéd,
roafted, divided, and eaten on the fpot ; and at
‘the conclufion of this primitive meal, the com-

pany refume the journey with their accuftomed
alacrity.*

. We have hitherto feen the faireft fide of the
chara&er of this extraordinary people. Can-
dour requires us to ftate that they are cruel in
‘their nature, favage and ferocious in the high-
eft degree; that they have an utter abhorrence

* Are not these traits the Scythian chara&eristics ? and
do we not in the foregoing description recognise the pas-
toral lives of the Nomades of antiquity ?
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of all the ufages.of civilized life, are thieves
from their birth, and fcruple not,am their pre-
datory incurfions into ‘the neighbouring dif-
tricts, though unrefifted, to add murder. to
Tobbery. |

~ This thievith fpirit may be faid to ha\j.c.
reached even the throne itfelf, as the Rajah has
“not been athamed to declare, in Mr. Thomas's
hearing, that he willingly participated in the
Apoils thus colleted by his own fubjets. This
fa& was afcertained by Mr. Thomas from the -
‘Rajah himfelf, during a refidence of two months
in his camp, 1n other refpes, a good and hu-
.mane charaller. The Bajah fpoke without
the leaft appearance of fhamie of the depreda-
tions. committed by his fubjects. When it was
remarked that the foil. and climate of his coun-
try were {ufficiently fertile to fupply the wants |
of the inhabitants by the honeft labours of the
. plough, he replied, that the fmall number of
Rajpoots in his fervice, compared with the
mafs of the country people, did not allow him,
to reftrain the latter.in thofe unlawful ads, as
any interference with' {0.old and eftablifhed a
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cuftom would, in all probability, prove fubver-
five of his own authority. '

A people {o enterprifing muft, no doubt, ap-
pear formidable to their enemies; yet if their
utter contempt of fybordination, and the weak-
nefs of their means of defence bé duly confi-
dered ; that they are a tumultuous rabble, void
of order and difcipline, it is matter of wonder
that fome of the neighbouring nations have
not taken advantage of their 'wcakncfs, and
:prcvcntcd this neft of banditti from interrupt-
ing their tranquxllxty In their wars, or rather
their depredations with the adjoining coun-
tries, they have been in general fuccefsful, and
the territories of ‘Sahib Sing, Loll Sing, and
Ba.ug Smg, chiefs of eminence among the Seiks,
have frequently fuffered. by the inroads of this

"daring people, and been moreover not unfre-
quently compelled to purchafe peace.

- To thefée may likewife be added the coun-
try. of the Balooches, weft of the Sutledge ; |
the diftri¢t of Hurrianah; and the province of
Beykancer; all which have ig turn fuftained
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their ravages, and by which means, more than,
two thoufand villages, which were once popu-
lous, highly cultivated, and produced a reve:
nue of, from twenty to thirty lacks of rupees,
have now. become a barren wafte, .

Another trait in the charater of the Batties
is their permitting their women to appear in
public unveiled, and without any fpecies of
.concealment, though common in_other parts
of India. On the contrary, with the exception
_ of the wives of their chiefs, who are in general
Rajpoots, the females are univerfally admitted
.to move about in company with the men,
tending their flocks and herds, and, like the
: -Scythlans of old, traverfing from place to place
~in fearch of forage and water.

« At th’ approazh of night,
“ On the first friendly bank he throws him down,
“ Or rests his head upon a rock till morn,
¢ Then rises fresh, pursues his wonted game3
“ And if the following day he chance to find
“ A new repast, or an untasted spring,
¢ Blesses his stars, and thinks it luxury.®

* See Addison’s Cato;
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The Batties are of the Mahomedan religion,
In common with other Muffulmans, they are
fond of tobacco to excefs; and whether on
horfeback in the field, at the plough, or in
thetr domeftic avocations, are never feen with-
out the hookha. ' ‘

It has been remarked that this people, can
bring into the field from twenty to thirty thou-
fand men, but they are ill-armed, and without
difcipline,

The revenues of the Battie Prince arife
chiefly from the plunder acquired by the in-
“curfions of his fubjeds into the neighbouring
‘Rtates, though it is difficult to afcertain the ex-
a@ receipts, but they do not in gencral
amount to more than ten lacks of rupees.

The trade of the Batties i1s very circum-
{cribed, with the exception of the fale of their
furplus grain, ghee, and cattle of different kinds:
they bave little interferepce with other flates,
and " that chiefly with the petty merchants of
Nohur and Behadra already mentioned, and
with whom alone they bold a' correfpondence

]
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from motives of religious veneration to the.
memory of Shaick Fereed, an eminent Mahe-
medan faint, who flourifhed about the eighth
century of the Hijerah.

This veneration is carried {o far as to ‘claim
protection in his name. Though deaf to the -
voice of mcrcy| in other rcfpets, and cruel
from their natural difpofition, yet in this in- .
ftance the Batties reftrain themfelves with a
moderation truly fingular.

Such is reprefented by Mr. Thomas to be 3
faithful portrait of the mixed characer of this
’ -cxtraordinary people; and if the leading features

of it be confidered attentively by a refleting
obferver, a comparifon with their barbarifm, |
‘a1d the happy refult arifing from the advan-
tages of civilifed life in other parts of the world,
- may be made to-advantage, though it ftill af-
fords an impreffive leffon of the mutability of
human nature, and -the caprice and inftability
of all humap inftitutions.

The chiefs of the Batties were originally
Rajpoots, but are now Mahomedans. About
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- fix hundred years ago their anceftors migrated
from the province of Jeffelmere; and after fe-
veral viciffitudes of fortune, at length fettled as

cultivators of the foil in.the diftri at prefent
called the Battie country. -

The majority of the prefent inhabitants,
who acknowledge the authority of the defcen-
dants of the chiefs aforementioned, were ori-
ginally Jauts, inhabiting the weftern banks of
the Sutledge, in the 2gth degree of north lati-
tude. They embraced the Mahomedan reli-
gion, and about one hundred yc‘ars fince were
invited by the anceftors of the prefent rajah to
crofs the Sutledge, and fettle in the vicinity of
Batnier, where their defcendants ftill continue
“to refide. '

Refuming our narrdtion, after this digref

fion, it muft now be remarked, that the local
advantages poflefled by the rajah of Beykaneer
had induced him to ere a fort fix cofs to the
fouth-weft of Batinda, the capital of the Battee
tribe, which ferved in fome meafure to over-
awe thofe defperate marauders, or at leaft to
~ check their predatory incurfions into his own

e
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country. In this fort, exclufive of the garri-
fon, he ftationed a large body of .cavaliy, who
{o annoyed the Batties by frequent fallies, in
which they took fuch numbers of cattle, that
the inhabitants entertained thoughts of emi-
- grating from their own country altogether.

When Mr. Thomas reached the frontiers of
Beykaneer, the chiefs of the Batties, hearing
of his arrival, were defirous of entering intp a
‘treaty with him; and, in order to fecure him’
in their interefts, offered the fum of 40,000
“rupees, if he would reduce the fort abovemen-
tioned, and liberate them from their unplea-
fant fituation. ‘

The offer being accepted, after a march of
ten days, Mr. Thomas reached the cxty of Bat-

nier, the moft weftern habitation in that part
of Indxa.

- This city, 6ccupied by the troops of Bey-

* In this sense at least it is understood at present, there
being no habitation west of it until you pass the Sutledge,
“from whence commences the country of the Balooches,

who are at present tributaries to Zemaun Shah, kmg of
Cabul.—Consult the map.
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kaneer, was, from its natural pofition, almoft
inacceflible to an enemy, there being no water
to be procured nearer than twelve miles. The
garrifon being numeroys, Mr. Thomas thought
it moft eligible to batter in breach, which he
did, and was making the neceflary preparations
for ftorming, when the enemy capitulated.
He allowed them to march out with the ho-
nours of war, and immediately put the Battie
chiefs in pofleffion of the place.

Several other places were then taken pof-
feflion of, and various a&ions took place, by
- which, and the unhcalthinefs of the climate,
Mr. Thomas’s troops were reduced to one third
only of their original ftrength. This was the
more unpleafant, as the brother of one of the
chiefs abovementioned, who was at variance
with him, commenced hoftilities againft Mr.
Thomas, who, on account of the deficiency of
his force, from the caufes above ftated, being
fcarcely éélual to the encounter, was compelled
to fortify his camp. |

By night the enemy made frequent attacks;
but, unfuccefstul in all attempts, at length
gave up the point, and withdrew their army.
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- Mr. Thomas then marched and took poflef-
fion of the town of Futtahbad, which with
feveral others he burnt, and would now, in
all probability, have got pofleffion of the whole
country, had not the chémy at this time re-
ceived affiftance from their neighbour, the Seik
chief of Puttialah. That chief, having fent -
one thoufand cavalry to their aid, and con-

cluded a treaty of alliance, Mr. Thomas did -
not deem the prefent moment favourable for a
profecution of hoftilities, He therefore re-
turned to Jyjur, m order to afford fome relief
_ to his people from the¢ diftempers they had
contraded in the courfe of the campaign. ..

About this time, Luckwa, thro’ugﬁ the in-

trigues of Mr. Perron at Scindiah’s durbar,

had been again fuperfeded in his command.
To haften his downfall, and if pofiible take
him prifoner, Perron marched againft him with
his whole force.

'But Luckwa, leaving his camp and baggage
a prey to the enemy (who on their arrival
were too much taken up in plundcri'ng to fol-
low 1n the purfuit), and having previoufly fent

\
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off Bis family- to feek an afy]dm in the domi-
nions of Joudpore, thus effected his own

efcape.

Among the Rajpost flates, the fituation of

Joudpore is deferving of particular attention;

and we fhall therefore, as on fimilar occafions,
turning afide from the detail of military tranf-
a&ions, embrace the. opportunity thus afforded

. of taking a retrofpective fketch of the refources

of the country, as well as prefent our readers

with an account of fome of the manners and

- cuftoms peculiar to this fingular people. -
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- CHAPTER XII

Geographical defeription of Joudpoor or Marwa?
—DManners and cufloms of the inhabitants—
—Hiflory—Mr. Thomas's military operations

. —Capture of Bhaut— Tranfactions in the ter-
ritories of Roy Kellaun. ,

J OUDPOOR or Marway is bounded on the

north by Beykaneer, north-weft by J effel-
mere, and weft by the defert; on.the fouth-
weft by the country of the Sindys, fouth by
the province of Guzurat, fouth-eaft by Mewar,
and caft by the dominions of Jypoor.

It is in length two hundred and twenty cofs,
and in breadth one hundred and eighty, at the
computation of two Britith miles to the cofs.

This extent of country is fuppofed formerly
to have contained from eight to ten thoufand
villages, including the capital towns within its
range. The- population-was then great, but
at prefent it poflefles not more than five thou-

: ‘ Q
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fand inhabited villages, with a confiderable de-
creafe of population. The fouthern, fouth-
caftern, and eaftern frontiets of Joudpoor are
gbundantly fertile. The land is well watered
Hy ftreams, which, as in Mewar, flow from the
mountains. It yields wheat, baf]cy, and other
Kinds of grain’ common in India. Exclufive
of thefe advantages, lead mines -are found,
which confiderably add to the revenues of the
ftate. 'The imports into Joudpoor confift of
cloths, thawls, fpices, opium, tice, fugar, ftetl,
and iron. They export falt, camels, bullocks,
and horfes: the lattet are ftrong, boney, and
of high ftature. The bullocks are of a very
large fize, as are likewife the camels. In fhort,
- the breed of cattle in general is fuperior to that
of the neighbouring ftates.

~ The inhabitants of Joudpoor are Rhatore
Rajepoots. . They are not only a more comely
race of men as to perfon, but are braver, pof-
fefs a higher fenfe of honour, and are more in-
dependant than their furrounding neighbours.
Mr. Thomas afcribes thefe diftinguifhing cha-
racteriftics to phyfical ¢aufes, to the influence of
¢limate, and to their intermarrying with the
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purelt caft of the Rajepoot tribes, Thefe are
the Seefodyah, the Kutchwah, the Adda, and
the Bawtee, To thefe caufes may be added
the. good examples fet them, both as to man-
ners and morals, by a fucceffion of wife and
prudent princes, who, firft by their achieve-
ments in war abroad, and afterwards by the
care they took of their affairs at home, in the
internal. rcgulatuons of their country, have
contributed in a very high degree to amelio-
rate the charatter and difpofitions of their fub-
jets.

The Rhatore Rajepoots are mild in their
manners, and are poflefled of a natural polite-
nefs which renders - their fociety extremely
agreecable. When 'a Rhatore has paffed his
word for protection, it may ftrily be relied
- on, They are averfe to litigious controverfy.
I their focial converfations they carefully avoid
difputes, and pay the greateft attention to the
perfen who is fpeaking, In their ‘hofpitality
~ 'they exceed the bounds of more civilifed na-
tsons: for fo atténtive are they to the perform-
ance of this duty, that, in the interior parts of
the country, thebead of a village will not fit

Q2
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down to eat his own meal until he has been
fatisfied that travellers and ftrangers have re-
ceived every accommodation which his village
affords. A rare and fingular inftance of pri-
meval fimplicity of manners! ‘

They delight in warlike exercife, are fond
of the chafe, and firing their matchlocks. Re-
“tired after the fatigues of hunting, they are
accuftomed to hold focial affemblies; They
liften with great earneftnefs and eagernefs to
the bauhtee, or poets, who, like the bards of
of old, recite in heroic numbers the warlike
deeds of their anceftors.

In the adminiftration of juftice they arc .
alike fingular. ‘Murder, the fouleft of crimes,
is feldom punithed with death; and for this
reafon, that it fcafccly ever occurs, except
when occafioned by a fpirit of revenge for

perfonal injuries: and for this they have the
~ fan&ion of cuftom from time immemorial.

Theft is punithed by banithment; fmaller
- crimes by a reprimand, which, from the fpirit
of the Rhatore Rajepoot, generally terminates
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" in'a voluntary exile from his native country,
. where he cannot endure to live after beirg fub-
je&ed to reproach. In this, likewife, the fpi-
rit of this extraordinary race is confpicuous: a
man who goes into voluntary exile may if he
pleafes, after a ftated period, return to his na-
tive place ; 'whereas the poflibility of return is
rigidly precluded to him who is banithed for
the degrading .vice of theft. Although the
Rajepoot chiefs, in their refpe@ive diftri&s, af-
"fume to themfelves an exclufive and arbitrary \
right over the lives and property of their fub-
jedts, yet it is not confidered by the natives as
a hardfhip, as their mild, conciliating fway
renders eafy the condition of the peafantry.

Fugitives of all defcriptions from the n’cigh-
bouring countries are received without diftinc-
tion; and, except in cafes of theft and mur-
-der, are fure of protection and fupport. So
high a fenfe do they entertain of the laws and
rights of hofpitality, that . they not only refufe
to deliver up the delinquents, but are even ac-
" cuftomed to affift in forwarding them through
“the country to the confines of the neighbour-
ing ftate.
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It does not appear that a cuftom fo fingular
obtains in any other part of Hindooftan. In
" the management of their domeftic concerns,
the Rhatore Rajepoots are no léfs remarkable
for their attention to the fernale part of the
family. '

A plurality of wives, though admitted by
the laws of the country; is feldom practifed,
except among the princes and great men, who
on thefe occafions are a&uated by motives of
policy and -ambition. - Among' this tribe of
Rajepoots, the mathiet of the eldeft fon is held
in moft refpe&. ‘

Females, on thc‘ death of thcif hufbands,
often refign themfelves to the flames with the
moft heroi¢ fortitude. -

This a& is however voluntary. But, in the
opinion of the Rajepoots themfelves, thofe fe-
males would be difhonouréd in the eftimation
of theitr countrywomen who preferred drag-
ging on a reproachful exiftence. They would
be fhunned in fociety; and at the houfe of
their father, or that of their father-in-law,
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generally be compelled ta pafs’ the remainder
of their lives in falitary widowhood.

- From the early period of fix years of age,
all Rajepoot females are concealed from the
fight and converfation of men, except thejr
neareft relations. In the table of ,co.nfangu,i-‘ )
nity on. this occafion are included fathers,
uncles, brothers, and coufins.

With thefg exceptions, 2 Rajepoot lady would
confider her reputation as fullied by expofure
ro the fight of a man. To fo high a pitch
indeed do they carry their proud fenfe of ho-
nour in regard to the female charaiter, that it
- not unfrequently terminates in a manger moft

ferocious and lamenteble.. :

. When an honourable Rajepoot, whofe family
is with him, finds himfelf fyrrounded by the
-enemy, and a foree {o fuperior that the hope
~or poffibility of -ef¢ape 1s wtterly excluded, he

firft enquires whether, if by furrender, he can

fecure the honoyr of his family. Should this
be found impraicable, or even doubtful, he
forms and immediately executes his defperate |
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proje&. Clothing himfelf in a yellow drefs,
which is the fymbol of defpair, he, in company
with others of his neareft relations, repairs to
the apartments of the women, when the whole
of the females are involved i a promifcuous
"and indifcriminate flaughter; the women
“themfelves, on this occafion, not unfrequently
raifing their hands againft their own lives !

On the completion of this horrid deed, the
furious Rajepoot, ruthing out like a lion, bears
“down every thing before him : it is death alone
that can fatisfy him for the lofs of his tendereft
and deareft conneéions. In this inftance alone

will he ftrike a falling foe. The a& which he
has lately committed works him up to a ftate
of abfolute infanity. Defpair gives him cou-
rage more than mortal; and if, by his enthu-
fiaftic and furious onfet, he fhould chance to
“overcome the enemy, though ever fo fuperior
in point of numbers, when - oppofition is abfo-
lutely at an end, and his frame exhaufted with
fatigue, is on the point of yielding to nature,
he difdains to furvive the lofs of his family,
but terminates the awful fcene by generoufly
plunging his fword into his own bofom!!
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For thefe and other obftinate prejudices, the
-Rajepoots have been accufed of cruelty ; but it
muft be confidered, in extenuation of the aé,
that. this refolution is founded on principle ; it
is imbibed in their infancy, and almoft fucked
in with their parent food; that it is juftified’
‘ by cuftom and precedent, and that a Rajepoot
-who fhould furvive the dithonour of his wife
and family, would be treated by his brethren "
- to the remainder of his life with contempt and
never-ending reproach.

Although the circumftances above related

do-fometimes occur; it is by no means frequent,

-fince the fpinit of this people being known, it
- 1s not difficult to be avoided.

Throughout Hindooftan the fan&ity of the
haram 1is in general refpedled; and, except in
cafes of refiftance, hoftility is feldom carried to
extremity ; while on the contrary it not un-
 frequently happens that, by a previous fipu-
~lation between the . contending partics, the
females of cither family are accuftomed to
-afk and to receive the proteGion of their
enemies,
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The Rhatores intermarry with other tribes,
but of the pureft blood, though they will not
give their children either to the Bundeelahs,
- Scindiahs, or Holkars, whom they confider of
inferior caft and impure bloed.

. The cuftom of putting to death the females
of the family, as remarked on a former occa-
fion, likewife obtains among the Rhatore Raje-
~ poots; although one of their late princes, rajab
Beejah Sing, by prohibiting the fhedding of
blood of any kind throughout his dominions,
endeavoured to reclaim them from this fan-
guinary prejudice; the prefent fovermgn of
- Joudpoor, by name Becun Sing, being a weak
prince, effeminate, and luxurious, his fubjeds
have already rclz;pfcd into their ancient and
moft abhorred cuftom. The chief force of
Joudpoor is in cavalry, and has always been
confidered as formidable.

Their horfes are good ; and their ftrength in
cavalry Mr. Thomas comgputes at twenty-five
thoufand men; though, fince the acceffion of
the late rajah; and in their wars with the Mah-
rattas, they have feldom been able to bring into
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the field more than twenty thoufand Rhatore

Rujcpoots

Th¢ rajah of Joudpobr has gcneral]y in hts
pay from four to fix thoufand mercenaries, twe
thoufand of which are cavalry; and in cafes
of emergency he might expe¢t to be joined by
the troops of Beykaneer. His force in ca-
valry may on the whole be eftimated at thirty
thoufand men. :

On their infantry, like many others in the
interior parts of India, they place but {mall re-
lianoe, being feldom cmploycd except in the
garnlons.

The artillery is numerousy and confifts of
feveral hundred pieces of cannon, moft of
which were taken by the anceftors of the pre-
fent rajah, when that prince furprifed the camp
of the emperor Aurung Zebe, in the defiles of
the Rhatore mountains, on the return of the
imperial army from the Deccan.*

* Oonsult ISow"s History of Hindeostan, vol. xii.
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This artillery however, feveral of the pieces
being o much honeycombed from age, and
almoft all of them deftitute of carriages, can-
not excite much apprehenfion. The arms of
“a Rhatore Rajepoot contifts of a fcimitar, made
of a fpecies of iron called farohee, which,
though well calculated for cutting, is brittle
in fubftance; a fpear, and fome of them have
matchlocks, though in.general the Rhatores
' truft to their fwords.

Of their bravery we have before fpoken ;
but their fingularity of charater extends even
_ to. their method in fighting, as they will not
kill a flying enemy, or thed blood when refift-

ance ccafes

Averfe to plunder, though even in the ene-
~-my’s country, they will not indulge themfelves
in predatory warfare; a pratice fo common
with the Mahrattas and other of their néigh-
bours. It is in aftual combat alene they are
“truly formidable. In the charge of cavalry in
particular, Mr. Thomas thinks they are fupe-
rior to moft of the horfemen in India; but

i

4
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when headed by their prince in perfo.n, or by
a favourite and fuccefsful general, they are in
his opinion irrefiftible.

The revenues of Joudpoor chiefly arife from
the rak darees, or road-duties. There is like-
wife a duty levied on merchandife of all kinds,
the exclufive revenue produced from the poll- -
tax-in capital cities, which is confidered as a
kind of privy purfe to fupply the expences’of
the fovereign, and a ftipulated annual tribute
from thofe chiefs who hold their lands in Jaie-
dad, for the payment of the troops.

Thefe together may amount to about twenty
lacks of rupees, which is the fole property of
the rajah. With regard to other funds, efpe-
cially the tribute which is paid to the Mah-
rattas, the extra expences incurred by govern-
ment in raifing additional troops in times of
emergency, and various other contingencies,
thefe are fubfcribed for by the principal land-
holders; and the money thus confolidated is

thrown into the general treafury of the ftate.

The Rhatore Rajepoots attribute their origin
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and firft fettlement in J oudpoor to the following
tradition, as handed down 1n regular fucceflion
from father to fon.

. About feven hundred years fince, three bro-
thers of a noble family at Kinnouge quitted
that city by mutual agreement, and travelled
weftward towards Jeflclmere. :

Their names were Joud Sing, Kundal Sing,
and another whofe name Mr. Thomas has for-

gotten.

In their route to the place above-mentioned
they pafled by the town of Joudpoor, at that
time an inconf(iderable-place, inhabited by Bra-
mins; who, happening to be at variance with
their neighbours, folicited and obtained the af-
fiftance of the three brothers, and were, in con-
fequence, foon put in pofleffion of their rights,
On the performance of this fervice, the Bra-
mins would gladly have got rid of their power-
ful allies; but they liking the country were
defirous of fettling in it altogether, and for this
purpofe they fent for their refpe@ive families,
who had been left at Kinnouge.
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The Bramins, however, at firft refifted this:
intrufion, but in the end being dete@ed in a
confpiracy to aflaffinate the Rajepoot chiefs,
they fell a facrifice to their own treachery, and

were themfelves, without mercy, put to the
fword.

From that period the authority of the Raje-
poots commenced in J oudpoor, and Joud Sing,
as the elder brother, gave his own name to the
place where they had firft ftopped. He founded
the prefent city of that name, which in procefs
of time became the capital of the Rhatore Raje-
poots.

Kundul Sing, the fecond brother, took pof-
feflion of the neighbouring territory of Beyka-
neer, where he fettled with his family : and the
defcendants of the third brother at prefent oc-
cupy the diftrit of Behadra.

M. Thomas not choofing to remain ina&ive,
and arrears to a large amount being due to him
from his northern diftri&s, he refolved to march
thither. In his route he punifhed a numerous.
and daring banditti, who had frequently an-
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noyed him by their predatory attacks; and
who, having been joined by numbers of the pea-’

fantry who were affembled in confiderable force
at the village of Seefana, now confident in their:

numbers, iffued forth from their ftrong hold to

give battle to Mr. Thomas on the plain. But .

their temerity proved their deftrution; for his
troops, after a defperate confli&t, not only com-
pletely defeated the enemy by driving them off-
the plai:, but followed fo clofe at their heels
as to enter the town along with the fugitives,
. wherethey killed and wounded upwards of feven
“hundred men. His own lofs on this occafion was,
confiderable; but the capture of this place ftruck
' fuch terror throughout the country, that the re-
mainder fubmitted without a firuggle.

"Mr. Thomas having raifed the neceflary con-
tributions, and being fatisfied in regard to the
arrears due to his troops, next levied contribu-
tions on the diftri&ts held by Simbonauth, one
~ of Luckwa’s colle@ors in the neighbourhood
of Schaurunpore. Simbonauth was at that
time in the Doo Ab, with a numerous though
confufed and diforderly rabble. He had lately
fuftained fome fmart fkirmifhes with the troops
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fent againft him by Mr. Perron ; but histroop
having been corrupted by means of a large fum
of money, which Perron found means to diftri-
bute, Simbonauth was at length neceffitated
to fubmit; and give up part of his diftri@s, to
fecure . the remainder from the grafp of the
Mabhrattas. '

Mr. Thomas having thus raifed the fum re-
quired, returned to Hanfi. About this time
M:r. Perron, who had in vain exerted himfelf
to obtain pofleflion of the perfon of Luckwa,
or his family, returned from the army. Well
aware that little was to be gained by open hof-
tilities with the Rajepoots, he marched back to
Delhi, ¢ in order,” fays Mr. Thomas, * to
“ gather eafier laurels from the grain merchant,
“ Simbonauth who was by this time once
“more ready to attempt the recovery of the
“ diftri&ts which he had been fo recently com-
“ pelled to refign.”

Soon after his arrival at Delhi, Mr. Perron
with a confiderable body of men, haying croffed
the Jumna, paffed into the Dooab, to act againft
Simbonauth ; at the fame time he difpatched

R
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letters to Mr. Thomas, which he pretended to
have received from the Paithwa, containing or-
.ders enjoining him to affift Luckwa, who was
declared to be the prote&or of the family of the
deceafed Scindiah, and direted to remain in
the fervice of his widow. Thefe letters Mr.
Thomas knew to be forged, and was moreover
well aware that Luckwa was at this time, as
‘he had ever been, his declared and inveterate
enemy ; and on feveral occafions had endea-
voured to overthrow his authority, by promifing
grants of his country in the Paithwa’s name to
other people. This behaviour induced Mr.
Thomas to regret not having, afforded -aid to
Simbonauth ; as he might at this jun&ure
not only have faved him, but cruthed thofe who
not long after effected his downfall.

Simbonauth had requefted Mr. Thomas to
- come to his affiftance, but without fuccefs.

Mr. Thomas however offered him an afylum.
within his own diftri&®s. He advifed him not
to think of refitting. Mr. Perron with his pre-
fent confufed and diforderly force. This ad-
vice, though faiutary, was of no avail; fos
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Simbonauth, confiding in the proteftations of
his followers, refolved to remain in the Dooab,
and wait the approach of the enemy. The
_event manifefted- the truth of Mr. Thomas’s
predition ; as on the actual appearance of the
enemy, the troops of Simbonauth not only de-
ferted, but a&tually endeavoured by treacherous
means to feize his perfon, and deliver him up
~a prifoner. ~ Difappointed in their treacherous
defigns, they went over to the enemy ; but not’
before Simbonauth had fortunately effected his
efcape. ' | '

Repairing to the Punjab, he there fought and
obtained an afylum in the diftricts of Baug Sing,

" chief of Booreah.

At this time Mr. Thomas received. intelli-
gence that feveral of his diftri@ts, particularly
thofe in the vicinity of Hanfi, were in a ftate
of acual rebellion, .and had plundered the mer-
chants reforting to that place of a very confi-

. derable furn of money, and other valuable ef-
fe@s. Among others concerned-in this revolt,
were the zemindars of Bulhalli, Sorani, Jumal»

-pore, and Bhuwaul.

. R2
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This laft mentioned town is computed to
contain ten thoufand inhabitants, who retain a
charaéter fo remarkable for bravery, that feveral
armies have been defeated 1n attempting the
reduction of that place. Among others, the
late Ifmaeel Beg, with fixteen thoufand men,
and one hundred pieces of cannon, befieged it
for a long time in vain. The -inhabitants are -
Rahtore Rajepoots, and poflefs the accuftomed
valour of that tribe; although this character
has in fome inftances been fullied by a cruelty
not ufual among the reft of their brethren.

It being the rainy feafon when this rebellion
broke out, and Mr. Thomas apprehending the
‘moft ferious confequences if the cultivation
of the lands was prevented, marched with all
poflible expedition towards the rebels, and firft
appeared before the town of Bulhalli.

In that place were three thoufand men, who,
although well armed, were badly fupplied with
provifions. ‘He might, according to his ufual
" cuftom, have ftormed, but thinking from the
number and bravery of the garrifon the event
might prove doubtful, had recourfe to the furer
means of reducing it by a blockade.
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Having ere&ed a chain of redoubts, well for-
tified and fupplied with artillery, he completely
encircled the place, encompafling the whole
by a ditch twelve feet in depth. As no provi-
fions could enter the town, the garrifon after
fome days experienced diftrefs; they made re-
peated fallies, but having to crofs the ditch be-
fore they could reach the redoubts on the
plain, ‘they became expofed to the whole fire
of the trenches, and were in- confequence de-
feated in every fucceffive attack. To increafe
their annoyance, Mr. Thomas began to dtaw
off the water from a neighbouring réfervoir,
which reduced them to the neceflity of drink-
ing. the water from the wells within the’fort 3
this being bitter in its quality rendered it un:
wholefome, and caufed fickhefs within'the gar-
rifon, Provifions now:became fo féarce that
nothing remained but' damaged grain. -

During the fiege of " this place the’ inhat.
bitants of Bhowanee, a nci’ghbouriné town,
had’ made feveral attempts to throw in-fuc-
cours, but in vain. - To retaliate upon-them,
Mr. Thomas ordered his’ cavalry to make ex-
curfions in the neighbourhood of Bhowanee,

v .
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and plunder the country. Their exertions
were attended with fuccefs : upwards of one
" hundred and fifty perfons were killed in re-
fifting, and the.cavalry brought away with
~ them three thoufand head of cattle, which
they depofited fafely in Mr. Thomas’s camp.
‘This laft attack having deterred the people of
Bhowanee from any further interruption, and
no fuccours as yet having arrived fram Mr.
- Perron, the garrifon, feeing no likelihood of
~ affiftance from without, confented ta capitu-
late. Compofed of people belonging to dif-
ferent villages, and having feparate interefts to
adjuft, they could not come to any determina-
tion among themfelves. = By this time, from
the want of provifions, from difeafe, and other
‘caufes, they were reduced to one third of their
original number; even of the few that re-
mained feveral were then ill. Mr. Thomas,
defirous of putting at end to thefe altercations,
drew out his troops with intent to ftorm the
place; but the enemy perceiving his refolu-
tion, at laft confented to capitulate; they
" agreed to pay him the fum of 30,000 rupees,
~ and to deliver up the fort with the property

_contained therein, Hoftages having heen

rd
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taken for the performpnce of thefe articles,
Mr. Thomas returned to Hanfi, where he em-
ployed himfelf in completing ammunition and
feores, fully determined to invade the Punjab,
and punith the rajah of Pattialah, for his
treacherous condu@ in breaking the treaty;
~ by affording aid to the Batties in the prc- :
ecding year, S

That chief (whofé force confifted of fifteen
bundred cavalry and one thoufand infantry)
was at this time befieging his fifter in her fort.
Affured of fpeedy relief, this gallant lady ftill
- continued to hold out; and Mr. Thomas’s pre-
parations being at length completed, he firft
marched to her relief. On his approach the ra-
J2h thought proper to raife the fiege, and retire
within the fortifications of Sonaum.* Thither’
he was followed by Mr. Thomas, who in-
tended to have ftormed the place; but the
unexpeded arrival of Tarah Sing, an ally, and

fon-in-law of the rajah, with a very confider-

* Sonaum, 2 large town, situated 22 coss to the west=
ward of Pattialah.
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able force, for the prgfent prevented _the at-
tack. - ‘ :

. By this time alfo the neighbouring pea-
fantry having joined the rajah’s ftandard, de-
termined Mr. Thomas to relinquifh his inten-
tion until 2 more favourable opportunity. Nu-
merous bodies of cavalry continued daily to
hover round the fkirts of his army during the
march, by which he fuftained great annoyance.
After a fatiguing march of four-and-twenty
miles, on coming to the ground, he was fur-
prifed by the found of the Thamuck.*

He encamped near the town of Bellud. A
large body of the enemy, who were concealed
in a neighbouring jungle, waited the event
with impatience, and hoped to take advantage
of the diforder of Mr. Thomas’s troops, whilft
attacked by the town’s people, and cut them
to pieces. It is here neceflary to remark, that

* Thamuck, a large military drum, in common use in

the north-west parts of India, the sounding of which is

always considered as a prelude to hostilities.

Al
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in confequence of the continued ftate of war-
fare 1n thofe parts, the villages and towns are
ftrongly fortified, and capable of making a def-
perate: refiftance againft. the attacks of their
. predatoty. neighbours.

The walls of the town aforementioned were
nine feet thick, with a ditch twenty feet in -
depth, and the garrifon numerous. MTr. Tho-

" mas, therefore, without lofs of time, made

preparations for ftorming before he could be
attacked by the enemy. By a vigorous affault,
he carried the place with the lofs of only eighty -
of his own people, though with upwards of
five hundred of the enemy; and though he
exerted every means in his power to prevent a
continuance of the flaughter, he was unfuc-
cefsful : the rancorous enmity which fubfifted
between his own troops, who' were mooful-

mauus, and the Seiks being fo great, that the .
former never omitted any opportunity of re-

venging themfelves on the latter in the fevereft
manner. ’

The town’s people who furvived the affault
were ranfomed by a large fum of money. Mr.
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Thomas’s views were now dire@ed to divid-
ing the enemy’s force, which confifted of ten
thoufand men, to raife contributions in the
neighbouring diftris, and alfo to explore the
country. To effet thefe obje@s, he en-
camped in a centrical pofition between the
towns of Pattialah and Sonaum. Defirous
however of punifhing Tarah Sing, whom, as we
have before feen, had come to the affiftance
of the rajah, Mr. Thomas now determined to
- advance towards Malhere Kotela, the enemy’s
principal refidence. This town is fituate on
the Punjab fronticr ; the road lay through a
thick jungle, well adapted for an ambufcade.
"He was marching quietly along, when a fmart
firing was heard in the front of his line. In-
- ftantly repairing to the fpot, he found that a
party who had advanced to reconnoitre. were
attacked by a fuperior body of the enemy. By
the time Mr. Thomas arrived, the party at-
tacked had got out of the jungle to the en-
trance of an extenfive plain ; and he now per-
. ceived that the prefent affault had been made
dnly with a view to call off his attention from
he large and populous town of Bhaut.
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This town was garrifoned by the troops of
“Tarah Sing, to the amount of three thoufand

' men.

Mr. Thomas neverthelefs refolved to ftorm
it.. The walls of the fort were twelve fect
thick and thirty in height ; four ftrong baftions,
well fortified with cannon, commanding the
‘town below, as well as the plain adjoining, it
was in all refpects a place difficult of accefs.:
Mr. Thomas himfelf, at the head of a iele&
‘body of his troops, entered nearly oppofite the
- centre of thé town ; whilft Mr. Hopkins, the
fon of a field officer in the Eaft India Com-
pany’s fervice, now in Mr. Thomas’s employs
led on his party to ftorm the eaftern angle.
The affair was defperate; and though the
town was foon fet on fire, the enemy made a
brave ‘and determined refiftance. Mr. Hop-
. kins gallantly advancing to the attack, ftormed
~ in the quarter affigned him, though at the mo-
ment of fuccefs hé was unfortunately fhot
through the body, and feveral other officers -
were killed ar difabled, the cnemy ftill keep-
ing up a tremendous fire from the fort. The
,Lffdxr prefented a doubtful afpedts A. large
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body of cavalry making their appearance with- -
out the town, Mr. Thomas's troops, though -
in pofleflion of the place, whether from the
exceflive heat occafioned by the furrounding
flames, or the fevere fire they fuftained from
the enemy in the fort, were inclined to re-
treat. At that critical inftant Mr. Thomas,

having with the greateft prefence of mind
~ brought up a fix-pounder clofe to the gate of
the fort, by repeated difcharges almoft demeo-
~ lithed it ; the enemy then gave up the conteft,
and by fubmiffion faved a furthcr cffuﬁon of
blood on both fides.

+ The lives of the people within the fort were
.granted, but Mr. Thomas compelled them to
pay him fifty thoufand rupees.

The chief of Malhere Kotelah now thought
. proper to change fides; and being like other
Patans, adopted the practice of his country-
men by conneding himfelf with the party
from whom he expeted to derive moft advan-

fage.

He agrécd to pay Mr. Thomas a fum of |
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money, and moreover fent a body of troops
under the command of his nephew to join
him. 4

Kurrum Sing a Seik chief, and ruler of the
diftri& of Shahabad, had for fome time becn
hoftile towards Mr. Thomas; and though at
his firft fettlement he had made profeffions. of
friendfhip, very foon altered his conduét. To
encourage his enmity towards Mr. Thomas, the .
rajah of Pattialah offered his daughter in mar-
riage to the fon of Kurrum Sing, and their
union was followed by an open declaration of
war. The troops of Pattialah were reinforced
with five thoufand Seiks. On the Junc’txon of
thefe troops, a grand council of war was held ;
and 1t was therc rcfolved that a general com-
bination of the Scik chiefs fhould be formed,
to expel Mr. Thomas from the country. They
confidered him as a dangerous perfon, and well
knew that if he was fuccefsful on the prefent
. occafion, they might hereafter expe& the moft

ferious ill confequences to their tnbc from his
future incurfions.

Mr. Thomas, by his fpies in the enemics’
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camp, received corre& information of all their
deliberations, but had no apprehenfion for the
event ; being well convinced, that a body of *
men, though ever fo numerous, being under
the command of {o many different leaders, each
of them influenced by their own feparate in-
. tereflt, were incapable of executing any plan
with that degree of promptnefs which in mili-
tary tranfa&ions can alone enfure fuccefs.

A circumftance now arofe that turned the
fcale much in the enemy’s favour.

] .

Roy Kellaun, an independant chief on the .
north-weftern frontier of the Punjab,* and
whofe revenue amounted to five lacks of ru-.
pees, had lately died, and was fucceeded by his
cldeft fon Roy Elias, then a youth.

The Rannee, his mother, in confequence of
_ the-tender age of her fon, thought proper to
aflume the reins of government; and though
defirous of doing all the juftice in her power,
was, from in¢xperience, wholly unfit to tranfa&

* Consult the map.
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. the affairs of her country. 'The neighbouring

Seiks, who, during the life-time of the late
" rajah, had, through his policy and good ma-
nagement, continued on friendly terms, now

perceiving the unprote&ed ftate of his infant

fon, joined in invading his territories ; which

having plundered and overrun, they foon,
- with- the exception of a few forts (from their
natural ftrength ‘deemed inacceffible) brought
under fubj&ion the greater part of the coun- -
try. About this time Zemaun Shah, king of
Cabul, arrived at Lahore, a éity fifty cofs
, difftant from the young rajah’s capital. . This
proximity induced the princefs regent to im-
plore the affiftance of that monarch, in rein-
ftating her fon in his authority ; and for that
purpofe the accordingly difpatched a vakeel to
‘Lahore. -

The Sieks, whether it rofe from a dread of
being attacked by Zemaun Shah, or they were
apprehénfive that affiftance would be brought
from another quarter, fhortly after this event
thought proper -fuddenly to evacuate the coun-
try, when the peafantry returned to their alle-
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giance. But now a new obftacle arofe, which
- not only prevented for the prefent a continu-
ance of the Rannec’s tranquillity, but plunged
her into ftill deeper mxsfortuncs than thofe the
had before experienced.
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CHAPTER XIIIL

Singular account of an impoftor. among the Seiks—
His pretenfions ; he is detelted by a Seik
chief—Threatens Mr. Thomas—is compelled
to fly—redultion of Kanhori—attack of Sefee-
doo—termination of the campaign.

N the Seik army was a man of the Cuttry
tribe, ambitious, artful, and intriguing, and
whofe knowledge of mankind, from long and
deep reflection, had convinced him it was no
- difficult matter to render .his countrymen the
dupes of his own artifices : this man, who pre-
tended to trace his lineage from the great pro-
phet Nanick, the founder and lawgiver of the .
Seiks, had a regular correfpondence with fomeof .
his creatures in the Abdali camp, and from time
to time received intelligence of the motions
and intentions of Zemaun Shah. Informed
by his emiffaries that the Shah had determin-
ed to return. to his own dominions, and the '
¢xa& time being fpecified for his fetting out,
. 8 A
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this artful impoftor aflembled the chiefs of the
Seik army, and pretending to the gift of infpi-
ration, acquainted them -that during the pre-
ceding night he had been favoured with a
vifit from their prophet ; who after lamenting
the hardfhips under Which his favourite tribe
had laboured by the invafion of Abdallis, he
had, through the permiffion of the Almighty,
been enabled to prevail on Zemaun Shah to re-
‘turn to his own country, and that at the mo- .
ment they were now difcourfing that prince
had actually commenced his march.

Surprifed at the apparent abfurdity of this
declaration, many of the chiefs treated the in-
formation with deferved ridicule ; but when at
_ three o’clock in the afternoon of the fame day,
intelligence arrived of the aGual march of the -
Shah, as predicted by the impoftor, the whole
army appeared ftruck with contrition for their
error, and infifted on their chiefs deprecating
the anger of this defcendant of Nanick, by ex-
piatory offerings, and prefents of all kinds.

Fully fatisfied with the fuccefs of his ftrata-
gem, he now affe@ed a lofty deportment, and




A.D. 1800.] GEORGE THOMAS. 275§

it was with great difficulty that the chiefs pre-
vailed on him to accept the proffered offerings;
nor did he wholly relent until they offered to
return with an army to Lodhana, and put him
in poffeffion of the country of the unfortunate
Roy Elias; to this he not only yielded a ready
affent, but added a falfehood to his former de-
ceit, by informing the chiefs that the late in-
vafion of the Shah had been folely owing to
the intrigues of the Rannee, aided by the ma-«
chinations of her neighbour the Patan' chief of
‘Malhere, who had invited the Abdalli Prmcc
to take pofleffion of the Punjab. ‘

The Seik army daily increafing in numbers
by acceflions of the peafantry, who joined them
from all quarters, now direted their march to
Malhere, and refolved to begin their opcratlons
with the fiege of that place.

The Patans who werein Malhere came out
of the city to encounter the Seiks on the plain,
but the prefence of their pretended prophet
infpiring them with more than ufual confi--
dence, the Patans were repulfed; and driven -

s2
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from the fieldswith great flaughter ; and the
. Seiks entering the town along with the fugi-
tives, the place was quickly taken, while the
few who remained, having quitted the city,
fought refuge in the fort'of Kotelah.

The Seiks prepared to follow up their vic-
_tory by laying fiege to that place ; and fo great
‘was the confternation of the Patans, that
though it was defended by a very high wall, a
ditch, and contained a garrifon of 600 men,
they were utterly unable to refift ; and had it
not been for the affiftance. of their ally, the ra-
jah of Pattialah, who fent a body of his own
- troops for their prote&ion, they muft have fur-
rendered at difcretion.

 This addition of force however rendered
abortive all attempts- of the Seiks to reduce
Kotelah ; they therefore feparated, though'a con-
fiderable body, who to all appearance ftill ad-
hered to the impoftor, difperfed themfelves
over the Rannce’s country, of which, after
much predatory warfare, they got pofleffion.

Reduced to a fituation truly dcplorable’,.‘thatx

-~
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princefs had now recourfe to negotiation ; and’
through the mediation of the chief of the Pat-
tialah concluded a treaty with -the Seiks, bj
which fhe agreed to pay the fum of two lacs
of rupees, a part of which was ‘depofited in
cafh, and the remainder in jewels, horfes, and
. warlike ftores.

The impoftor however, who ftill had a large
force, would agree to no terms but the actual
furrender of the whole of the country; and -
though the young rajah, with a view to mol- -
lify the feverify of +his demand, waited in per-
fon upon him, threw himfelf at his feet, and
in terms moft fubmiffive implored an abate-
ment of his former rcfolve, he continued in-
cxorable.

In this ftate of affairs the impoftor, who had
now got pofleflion of the perfon of the young
rajah, refufed to let him return to his mother,
and declared he thould remain a prifoner until
he complied with the terms propofed,

" But Kurrum Sing, one of the chiefs who
had hitherto been in the fervice of the impofq
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. tor, now repcntcﬂ of his credulity, and refolv-
ed to protect the perfon of the rajah, and condud
him in fafety to his own refidence. ‘This he re-
folutely effe@ed, in fpite of every effort to the.
"contrary , he condu&ed the youth to Malhere,
and there left him.in quiet pofleffion of his ca-

pital

This condué& excited much indignation in
the impofior, who now took upon him to cen-
fure the behaviour of Kurrum Sing on all oc-
cafions, and to threaten him with the ven-
. geance of heaven for thus oppbﬁng the views
of an infpired perfon. Kurrum Sing however
only waited for an opportunity to dete&t his
hypocrify, and expofe him to the world,which

fortunately foon ‘hachncd. \

To preferve the reputation he had thus ac-
quired for fandity, the impoftor, among
~ other tricks, ufed frequently, at night and by
ftealth, to depofit a veflel filled with fweet-
meats under ground. This in the morning
was produced to his followers as a prefent from
the dxvmnty, dcclanng at the fame time that



A.D.1800.]  GEORGE THOMAS. ' 279

none thould partake of the contents but fuch
_as vowed, to the utmoft of thgir abilities, - to
join in the extermination of the Mooffulman
. rate, as enemies to their own prophet and his
religion. ' '

This farce was for along time continued, and’
had ferved to imprefs the minds of his follow-
ers with the higheft refpe and veneration

* for his chara&er, but the time was now arrived
for his dete&tion. Kurrum Sing, who was
well verfed in the arts and deceits pracifed by
Sakeers * upon the vulgar, directed fome of his
own people to repair privately to the place
where the veflel was depofited ; and after having
throwu away the contents, to give a more ef-
fectual air of ridicule to the difcovery, to re-

" place them by a quantity of horfe dung. In .

_ the morning, when as ufual the- veflel was

brought ‘out, the company affembled thewed
marks of the utmoft horrorand aftonifhment.

But the pretended préphct, not difmayed by
_ theaccident, replied to their enquiries with a

* Jtinerant mendicants.
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fedate and unruffled countenance, that the
reafon of this extraordinary change was ma-
nifeft, as the great founder of their religion
bad chofen this method to evince his refent-
ment of their late impious- condud, in con-
cludinga treaty with Mooflulmaun chiefs,who'

were the acknowledged enemies of their own
faith.

This harangue, however impudent, would
have been attended with the defired effeé, had
not Kurrum Sing at that inftant ftepped forth
from the crowd of chiefs, by which the im-
poftor was encvifc]cd,, and in the moft public
manner, accorhpanied with farcaftic obferva-
tions and much leyity, expofed the whole of
the deceit which he had caufed to be practifed
_the preceding night,

The charm was now diflolved ; tRe remain-
ing chiefs, athamed of having fubmitted to an
impofition {o grofs, now abandoned him to his
- fate, and he was left with-only about 1000 of
his own people; but the peafantry of the
country, who from reftleflnefs of fpirit are

V.'\
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always ready to change their rulers, {till ad-
hered to his interefts, and having joined him
in great numbers, brought with them an

abundant fupply of provifions and other ne-
ceflaries.

The Rannee, without protection, was in no
condition to refift; and the Seik chiefs, al-
though they would no longer embrace the im-
poftor’s caufe, were nevlcrthclefs unwilling to
fight againft him ; he, therefore, foon got pof-
feffion of the Rannee’s country, and had formed
the fiege of Lodhana,* about the fame time
that Mr. Thomas, as we have before related,,
made himfelf mafter of the fort of Bhaut.

It was in this fituation of her affairs, when
reduced almoft to extremity, that the Rannee

determined to apply to Mr. Thomas for his af~ ‘A

fiftance i expelling the impoftor from her ter-
ritories. With this intention fhe difpatched a -
- confidential fervant to his camp, who, on her
part, promifed him a remuneration of a lack of
" supees, if he would efpoufe her caufe, and re-

e *Consult the map.
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\

inftate her fon, the young rajah, in his au-
thonty

She promifed morcover to fend him an an-

nual tribute of 50,000 rupees, if he would gua-

_rantee her fon in the undifturbed pofleffion of
it.

Mr. Thomas, though well aware that by‘ac-
cepting the prefent offer he fhould draw on
himfelf a procraftinated war, neverthelefs ob-
ferves with that humane confideration which
always marked his charater, that the fallen
condition of an ancient and honourable family

~had-great weight with him in forming his re.
folution on this head.

In the mean time the impoftor, hearing of
the negotiations betwixt the Rannee and Mr.
Thomas, fent the latter a letter, in which he
ftated, that having called to his affiftance Run-
jeet Sing and others, the moft powerful among
the Seik chiefs, he was now on his march
againft Mr. Thomas, and advifed him, if he
wlﬂlcd for quarter, to'fend a yakeg) dlrc&ly tq
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his camp.. In this letter, arrogating to himfelf
the title of fucceflor of Nanick, and fovereign
of the Scik nation, he recommended implicit
“obedience to his. commands. Equally indig-
nant at the ftyle of the 'impoﬂ:or’s addrefs, as
he was regardlefs of his menaces, Mr. Thomas
replied, that had he feared the power of the
Seiks he would rot have penetrated thus far
into the Punjab; that he was accuftomed to
receive and not to fend vakeels; and that if
the impoftor wifhed to live on amicable terms,
he muft not only pay a‘fum of money, as
others had been compelled to do, but likewife
immediately evacuate the territories which he
had fo unjuftly ufurped from the infant rajah.

The boldnefs of this anfwer only contributed
to incenfe the impoftor, and he prepared to
attack Mr. Thomas. ‘

Meanwhile the young rajah, defpairing of
profiting by a longer ftay with the chief of
Pattialah, of his own accord took leave, and
‘came ftraight to Mr. Thomas's camp. ¢ The
~ ¢ comely appearance (fays he) of this youth
¢ his fallen condition,. and, above all, the con-
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« fidence he fhewed in placing his whole re-
* liance on one agaln{’c whom he was 10 lately
“ leagucd in enmity, altogether influenced me
“in his favour, and determined me to ufe
“ every €xertion in fupport of his caufe.”

The impoftor, who by this time had rein- .
forccd his army with the troops of Pattialah
and others, was encamped in the neighbour--
hood; but, on Mr. Thomas's advancing, he
thought proper to retreat; and his people hay-
ing no artillery, eyacuated the different pofts
much fafter than Mr. Thomas could advance
to take pofleflion. So rapid was his march,
that in one place he found the bed, palankeen,
tent, and baggage, belonging to the impoftor,
who by a timely retreat faved himfelf from
being made prifoner, and never afterwards oc-
cafioned any difturbance.

The Rannee and her fon were put in poflef-
fion of their country, the moft altive of the
rebels were feized, and it was not long before

the ra)ahs authority was completely re-efta-
blifhed.
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During thefe tranfa&ions, the chief of Pat-
tialah, having been joined by others, advanced
to attack Mr. Thomas, with a determination
to expel him the country. Several fkirmifhes
enfued between the armies, but without much
effe on either fide, neither party being de-

firous of rifking a general engagement. The
war was therefore carried on in a defultory
manner. The Sciks withed, by annoying his
foraging parties, ‘to cut off the fupplies from
his camp. This mode alfo prevented him.
from making collections; and though nothing
ferious occurred, yet the fcene of action being
on the borders of the young rajah’s country,
occafioned great lofs to the cultivation of the
lands. Mr. Thomas, therefore, would willing-
ly have carried the war immediately into the
enemy’s territories.  To this, however, neither’
the réjah or his mother would confent; but,
with the moft prefling intreaties, requefted
him to remain, while the Seiks continued in
that neighbourhood. | '

So long as prudence allowed, Mr. Thomas
~willingly liftened to the folicitations of his
allies; but his ammunition beginning to fall
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fhort, he was relu@antly compelled to march
- toward his own country to procure a fupply.

The Seiks, as he had forefeen, haraflfed him
on the march ; but their attempts proving in-
* effe®tual to do him any effential injury, only
. incited him to retaliate, by deftroying their

villages as- he pafled along. . Dire@ing his
march towards Hanfi, he perceived, not with-

out fatisfa@ion, that the whole of the Seik

army were following him, by which means
- the country of his youthful ally would, at leaft

for the prefent, be free from their depredations.

It muﬁinow be remarked, that previous to
Mr: Thomas'’s fetting out for the Punjab fron-
tier, the chiefs of Keithul and Jeind, two of
his moft powerful neighbours, had concluded
a treaty, by which they agreed to a ceffation of
hoftilities during his abfence, to abftain from
- the invafion of his territories, and allow him
to profecute the war againft his encmies.
Thofe chiefs, percciving the ftrong combina-
tion which had been formed againft Mr. Tho-
~“mas, now joined themfelves to his other ene-
mies. = He therefore prepared to punifth them.,
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Having, by forced marches, got ahead of the
Seik army, Mr. Thomas firft led his troops
agamft the fort of Kanhori, which he took by
ftorm, and put the garrifon to the fword.

 The acquifition of this fortrefs, which was

only thirty cofs diftant from Pattialah, was of
great confequence to him. Situated on the
borders of his own tci'ritory, and near the Cﬁg—

gur river, it appeared fo well calculated for a .

depofit-of ftores and ammunition, that he re-
paired the fortifications, and placed in it a
ftrong garrifon. Then colle@ting hoftages
from the neighbouring diftri&s, as fecurity for

their future pacific intentions, he marched to .

Retara, another ftrong place on the frontier, ,
‘belonging to Lall Sing. The garrifon confift-
ed of five hundred men; but before a breach
could be effe¢ted, dreading the fate of the in-
habitants of Kanhori, they afked for quarter,
and were allowed by Mr. Thomas to march
out with the honours of war. .

From this place he profecuted his route-to-
wards Hanfi. The hot feafon being now far
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advanced, the Seiks, through want of ‘water
and forage for their cattle, were compelled to
relinquith the purfuit; and, drawing off their
force, encamped in the neighbourhood of Kei~
thul, there to wait until the approaching rains
permitted a renewal of hoftilities.

Mr. Thomas next marched into the diftri&
of Jeind, from whence he exa&ed tribute, and
took hoftages; but, from a dearth of water in
this neighbourhood to fupply his troops, he did
not think proper at that time to attack it. '

During his abfence' in the Punjab, Bappoo
Scindiah, agreeably to inftructions received
_from Mr. Perron, invaded Mr. Thomas’s pof-
feflions; but hearing of his return, thought
proper to fall back upon the main army, at this
~ time .encamped near Delhi.

Mr. Thomas next marched, and laid fiege
to Sefeedoo, a town dependant upon the chief
of Jeind. This place was built of brick, and
‘the walls of uncommon height. Having ere&-
ed three redoubts, in which he placed eighteen
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cannon, twelve and-fix pounders, he bcgan to

batter the fort, and kept up an mceﬁimt fire:

>

until three o’clock in the afternoon.. - At this

time, fearing that the place might be.reinforced

during the enfuing night, Mr, Thomas deter-

mined on an immediate affault. The garrifon

confifted of feven hundrcd men, three hundred .

of which rcmamcd within the fort; and the
reft fallymg out, defcended into the ditch,
which croffing with rapidity, they commenced

an attack upon Mr. Thomas’s advanced pofts ; -

but moft of the party, among whom were

fome chiefs of diftinction, were put to the

fword. - Mr. Thomas’s foldiers in ‘their turn

attempted to mount the breach; but the fcal-

ing ladders being found too thort, and the

ftorming party at the fame inftant aflailed by . .

the remainder of the troops within the garri-

-{on, thefe' gallant men were involved in the
greateft difficulty, and entirely expofed to the
enemy’s thot, which fell fo thick among them,

and did fo much execution, that, after a defpe-

rate and hard fought confli® of two hours,
Mr. Thomas was compelled to retire, with the

lofs of four hundred and fifty of his beft men, |

T
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The gallant Mr. Hopkins; who had been: con-
fpxcuous for his ardour throughout the at-
tack, on this occaﬁon rcccwcd another fevere .
~ wound. ~

The engmy, who had likewife fuffered great-
- ly, now attempted to efcape from the fort, and
to cut their way through Mr. Thomas’s troops.
This, notwithftanding every exertion on his
part, they effeted; and having taken fhelter
in a thick foreft in the neighbourhood, Mr.
Thomas thought it ufelefs to purfue them any.
longer, but returncd to takc poﬁ'cfﬁon of the
fort. )

During‘th‘is tranfa&ion, the Seik army lay
~ within cng'htccn cofs, and that of Bappoo Scin-
diah only nine, though both, happxly for Mr.
Thomas, remained qmct '

- He next maréhcd to Kythul. Here the
rajah of Pattialah and others of the Seik chiefs,
fent vakeels into his camp to negotiate a peace.
Mr. Thomas, on his part, was fincerely inclined
to put an end to the.war, as he was well in-
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formed that the army of Mr. Perron was now
on its march from Delhi, for the avowed pur-
pofe of affording aid to the Seiks. They like-
wife had rcccntly been informed that difturb- -
ances prevailed in their own country, and
therefore haftened to conclude the prefent
negotiations. It ‘was agreed, therefore, that
the Seiks fhould pay the fum of 1,35,000 ru- .
pees, and renounce all pretenfions to the coun-
try of Roy Kellaun; that the rajah of Pattialah
fhould be reconciled to his fifter, with whom
he had been fo long at variance ; ‘that this lady
thould be reimbuirfed for the property that had

been confifcated ; that certain diftricts fhould
be ceded to Mr. Thomas; and ﬁnally,'that‘
~ the rajah of Pattialah fhould keep two bat-
talions of infantry in conftant pay, who were
to be ftationed for the defence of the Pun-
jaub fr\onticr, as a mutual fafeguard to either

party.

« Thus (fays Mr. Thomas, in his ufual man-
“ly and energetic ftrain,) ended a campaign
¢ of feven months, in which I had been more
“ fuccefsful than I could poffibly have expeted

’ T2



201 ©_ MEMOIRS OF | [0 1808,

“ when 1 ﬁrﬂ: took the ﬁcld with - X3 force'
o conﬁﬁmg of five thoufand men, and ‘thirty-
« fix pieces of cannon. I loffin killed, wound-
“ed, and dnfabled nearly one third of my |

“ force ; but the cncmy loft five thoufand per-
“ fons of all defcriptions. I realifed near two :
- “ hundred thoufand rupees, exclufive of the |

R _pay of my army, and was to receive an ad-

“ dxtlonal one hundred thoufand for thc hof-
= tages which were delivered.up. 1 c,xplorcd_:
. “ the.country, formed alliances, and, in fhort;”
% was dictator.in all the countries bcl% g to
* thc Scxks, fouth of the river Sutledge.*

» Before we take 1eave; of thns mtcrestmg cotmt;y, it
may not be improper to advert to two of the. dcsidwcrata of .
Ma)or Rengel, which, from a perusal of his. excellent Mc- L
moir accompanymg thc ‘map of Hmdoostan, appear to be
as follow :

- First, to ascertain the existence of 2. canal, whxch was to -

_ have'been cut by the order of the emperor Firose, from .
the river Sutledge to the . Jumna, the execution of whxch
design would have opened 2 commumcanon by water from

~ Cabul to Assam, .

“Gecond, the altars of Alexandcr, whxch, accord’ ing to ;

Acrtian, must have been situated betwetix the Beyah, and

the Sutledge, near the modern city of Ferozepore. - :
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It fs ‘much to be regretted that the spirit of modern trae
vel has not yet reached these distant, though, to the Brie
tish nation, not wholly inaccessible regions, as no doubt
. many very curious particulars in ancient -history, which
have hitherto remained in obscurity, might, by diligen3
and accurate investigation, be brought to light.
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CHAPTER XIV

Rgﬂeﬂzam——Combmanon jbrmcd agan_z/I Mr.
Thomas—commencement of hoflilities—battle
with. Captain Smith—death of Mr. Hopkins
—Myr. Thomas’s opponents become more and
more formidable—treacherous defigns qf his of~

Sicers—multiplied dj ifficulties—Myr. Thomas is

compelled to fly—reaches Hansi—he capitulates

—arrives at tlze Britifh frontier—his death
and charater. . ‘

IKE a 'fca-wom mariner, who, after en-
countetmg the dangers and hardfhxps of

" a long and tedious voyage, is at length gratified
with the fight of land ; or as a benighted tra-
veller on his road after a wcary journey, loﬁng
himfelf in" defert wilds, or bctraycd by falfe

_ tra&@s in the treacherous fnow, looks forward'

to the enjoyments of his peaceful home ; fo

are we happy to perceive a profpe& of termi-
nating our labours, in view of a defired haven,
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To this haven, after. a little more toffing on

" the tempeftuous ocean of life, and a few more*.
viciffitudes of fortune, we are anxious- to con- °

du& our friend and hero; and, after {harmg

with him the perils and dangers of the voyage,

finally to placc‘ him in that Afylum, where
every trouble is, forgotten, and where every
forrow ceafes to exift.

However flattering might appear the ter-
mination of the campaign, Mr. Thomas’s
good fortune may, at this period, be faid to
have attained its meridian fplendour; fince a
dark cloud, which had long been gathcrmg
over his head, was now pteparmg to dlschargc
its malignant contents:"its baneful influence
threatened even the utter extirpation of thofe
hopes of fortune and independance by which

he had fo long been buoyed up, and which had.

“therefore taken deep root in his afpiring mipd.

" But as the combination ‘which was about
to be formed againft him was in the end pro-
dudive of his downtfall, and the death blow. to

his hopes, it will -be neceflary in this place to
- take a retrofpective furvey of the firength gnd

-

R
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: rcfourccs of that part of the Mahratta cmpnrc,
with which he was entering on an mtcrcﬁmg
and eventful warfare,

_This will equally enable us to comprehend
~ the fituation of his numerous and powerful
. enemies, as to appreciate the exertion of thofe
faculties and talents which were now called
forth, and which place his laft ftruggles for the
~ fupport of his authority in a point of view
" highly creditable to his general chara&ter. On
the death of Madhajee Scindiah i in 1794, he
~ was fucceeded in his pofleffions and authonty
+ by his nephew Dowlut Row Scindiah. This
~ youth, though of promifing parts, was, by no
. means cqual in capac1ty to hxs rcnowncd
o uncle

, That politic prince, aware of the advaiyfagcs
* to be derived from the practice of the Euro-
' ‘pean fyftem of taics, and the introducion of

military- difcipline into his armies, had, by the

- affiftance of Gcncral Duboign, . raifed fevcral

‘ brigades of infantry, which he left enfife. to his
 neéphew. Shortly after his elevatnon, Dowlut
~ Row conftituted Mr. Perron hlS commander-
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in- chlcf whofe mﬂucncc has contmucd to fway
the mind of his mafter from that pcnod uritil
the prcfent time.

The force thus raifed amounted t\of ~fovrty
thoufand infantry, thirty ‘thoufand cavalry,
with five hundred pieces of heavy artillery,

This acceffion of force, though difpcrfcd.

" over an extenfive tra& of country,'thc fruifs' of

the late Scindiah’s conqucﬁs, could, whcn cir=

B cumﬁanccs rcqulrcd ‘be brought to a& in
: conccrt .

: On the othcr fide, Holkar, the rulcr of Indorc,
. (a province, fituated i in ‘the centre of thc De-
kan) could at this tifae. command an army of
. fifty thoufand fmen, ‘with three hundrcd pieces

" of cannon ; and laﬁly, thc Smks, who, as'we
“have alrcady feen, were able to bring into the
ﬁeld nr:arly an,cqqal numbcr_. _ .
- " Holkar, howcvcr, not, bcmg at variance  with
Mr Thomas, muﬂ: not thereforc be numhered

' among his enemies, though the prodlglous ac-
ceflion of force againit him, in an union of the



298 MEMOIRS OF  [A.D. 1801,

Seiks and Scindiah, was of itfelf fufficient to
aftound and overwhelm him.

To countera&t the defigns of his enemies,
Mr. Thomas, at the period we are fpeaking of,
had an army whofe utmoft force confifted of
exght battalions of infantry, amountmg in all
to fix thoufand men, ﬁfty pncccs of cannon,
. well appointed and well ferved, one thoufand

“cavalry, and fifteen hundred Rohillahs, with:
) about two thoufand men,. yvhogarrifoncd his
- different forts; but with this force, compa-
 ratively fo fmall, he had a fpirit and elevation
‘of mind not to be fubdued by accident, or de-
prefled by ill fortune ; and not only waited the
event with ﬁrmnefs, but declared previous to_
the commencement of hoftilities, that if his
" refources in money did not fail, he ‘doubted
not with his prefent army to hold out againft
the efforts of all thc native princes of India.

. To preferve, however, the thread of our nar--
~ ration, it will now be neceffary to remark, that
repeated lettcrs had lately been fent by Scin-
diah to Mr. Thomas, to induce him to act in
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conjun&ion with Mr. Perron agamﬂ: thclr
common enemies,

In anfwer, he reprefented that Mr. Perron
and himfelf being fubjeéts of different nations,
then in a ftate of actual hoftility againft each
other, it was impoffible they could ever at in
concert, or with cordiality. He was moreover
convinced, that as a Frenchman, and poflefled
of a national enmity agamnft him, Mr. Perron
would always be induced to reprefent his ac--

tions in a light moft unfavourable to his inte--
* refts: that principles of honour, on the prefent
* occafion, forbad his a&ting under the command
- of a Frenchman: but if Scindiah was really
defirous of employing him to the advantage of
the ftate, or to his own benefit, he might be- "
ftow on him a feparate command, under the
control of a Mahratta general ; or, concludes
Mr. Thomas with much fpirit, “fhould you
¢ think proper to appoint me to the ma-

¥¢ nagement of operations, either offenfive or . .

¢ defenfive, in any part of the Dekan, Hin-
, "‘ dooﬁan, or Pun_)aub I am ready and willing
“ to undertakc thc chargc, fo foon as the ne-
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It

o ceﬂ'ary arrangemcnts for the. paymcnt of
“ my troops can bc complcted ?
I rcply to - this rcprc{éntatlon, Soindlah
'who had been tutored for the occafion by Mr.
r Pcn'on, urged in-the ftrongeft manner the im-
,poﬂib»hty of con{éntmg to Mr. Thomas s re-
- queft, as it would ferve as an unfavourablc pre-
~ cedent; he recommended moreover, that in the
prcfcnt inftance the national enmity of thefe
" commanders thould be laid afide ; and their
~ inutual exertions made for the general benefit
".' of the fervice, but at all. events- defired Mr.
" ‘Thomas to fufpend his rciblutxon unul hisown
“arrival in Hmdooﬂ:an

Somc tune aftcr the abovc correﬁ)ondmcc, !
" M. Pcrton wrote to Mr, Thomgs, requefting
" himto fend a vakeel to confer upon the fub-
Jc& for the mutual bcneﬁt:of elthcr party

Thls rcqucﬁ was mﬁantly comphqd thh,

_' and Mr. Thomas's vakeel, having receivéd the
' ncccﬁ'ary inftru&ions, was, dxfpatchcd to Delhi:
Amvmg at Mr Pen'ons camp, whxch was |

T
|

|
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pitched in thc ‘ncxghbourhood of that city, he |
was received in a manner- thc moft cordlal and
ﬂatmrmg

Thc\aﬁ’alrs of Scindiah’ were at this time n
a ﬁtuat:ton that by no.means juftified a protraéta
ed war in h;s poffcﬂions in, Hindooftan, bcmg
himfelf cngagcd in ap eventful and difficult .
coateft with his. ancaent cncm) ‘Jeflwunt Row -
Holkar. .

Th‘g cautious chief therefore thought that
to.temporife . with M. Thomias would be the
moft eligible methad;. as.he might, in the -
courfe of his prefent warfare, have dceafion for.: -
the fervices of Mr. Perron’s troops. -
1In his mafter’s name, therefore, Mr. Perron
requefted an- interview. The fort of Behadur..
Ghur ‘was- thc place’ named- for the meeting.:"
On his approach to that place, Mr, Thomas was
informed that Perron had put todeath a Seik
chief, who had latcly revolted from Scindiah, .
and of whofe perfon he had got poﬂ'cﬂion by.; i
trcachcrcus means. '

4
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This intelligence induced Mr. Thomas to
obferve the g;'eatcﬂ: circum{peion in the ap-
proaching interview. Captain Smith, the fon
of an officer in the honourable Eaft India Com-
pany’s ferviee, was difpatched by Mr. Perron
to meet and condu& him to the Mahratta
camp. Mr. Thomas took along with him on
this occafion 306 cavalry, and two of his moft
approved battalions ; being determined to af-
ford no opportunity to his enemies to effe& his
ruin by treacherous means.

In the month of September, after fome pre- -
vious negociation between the parties, Mr. Per--
ron and Mr. Thomas met for the firft time at
the town of Behadur Ghur. Mr. Thomashaving
received recent information that the affairs of
Scindiah prefented an unfavourable afpe&, and
that that chief was unequal to the conteft with
Jeflwunt Row Holkar, hoped the prefent in-
terview would be produétive of an amicable
adjuftment of all former differences, and efta-
blith the future tranquillity and good under-
ftanding of both parties. ‘

~ In this, however, he was deceived ; for at the
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fecond’ day’s meetifig” he was ‘much’ Tm:prifcd
by a demand, equally fudden as unfufpe&ed,
from Mr. Perron, requefting "him to give up
the diftri& of Jyjur entirely to the Mahrattas;
- in'lieu of this he was to recéive for the fupport
" of his battalions the monthly fum of 50,000
rupees, and henceforth to be confidered as the
immediate fervant of Dowlut Row Scindiah.

Although this propofal might have been
forefeen, Mr. Thomas gavc it a 'poﬁt‘ive' de-
nial ; and ‘perceiving the nature of the defign
formed againft him, was aware that he fhould
be required to a& againft Holkar in the prefent
war ; and if it proved unfavourable to the in-
terefts of that chicf, and his authority was fuk-
verted, Scindiah would not only difcontinue the -
payment of the monthly fum now offered to
Mr. Thomas, but compel him to accept of any
terms the Mahratta Government might think
~ proper to impofe. :

For thefe reafons Mr Thomas, without fur- .
ther difcuffion on the fubje&, abruptly broke
up the conference, and marched away in dif-

guft.
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Pacxﬁc meafures being now at an end, Mr.
Perron, to begin theé war with advantage, re-
 paired dire&ly to Jyjur, of which, being unforti-
fied, he immediately took pofleflion. Mr.
Thomas had ftill left the fort of George Ghur,
in which having ftationed 800 men, he expe&®- -
ed it would hold out a confiderable time, nor.
was he deceived. La Fontaine, a commander
in Mr, Perron’s fervice, having approached that
place in the hope of taking it by-aflault, was fo
warmly received by the garrifon as to be com- -

. 'pclled to retreat with confiderable lofs

Thc pcnod howcvcr, of Mr. Thomas s final
difcomfiture was not far off. His enemies
prcﬁ'cd on him on all fides with accumulated .
vigour ; and private trcachcry coming in a1d of ,
public misfortune, he was foon rcduccd toa .
ﬁtuatxon thc moft pamfully dxﬁreﬂing

Thc forcc of M:r. Pcrron at this time con-
fifted of ten battahons of mfantry, fix thou-
fand horfe, a body of Rohrllas, and fixty -pieces
of hcavy art;llcry The Seiks were likewife
 preparing’ to fcnd agamﬁ him a confiderable
forcc ; and in addition to thefe thrcatcncd'
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evils, feveral ‘of his own diﬁri&s‘pgr‘ce'rvi'fig
the ' difaftrous fituationt ‘of his affaiss, joined

H

their efforts to thofe of his enemies. - Ty

A part of Mr. Perron’s forces was command-
ed by Captain Smith, whom we have. before
‘had occafion to notice, while a esccond dun-
fion was led by Mr. 'Lewis. Lo

_ , . R

On his arrival at Hanfi, Mr. Thotnas loft np -
time in completing his ammunition 4nd other
ftores ; his intention was firft to attack Mr.
‘Lewis, but Captain Smith having :lately ! in-
vefted the fort of George Ghur; by which
means the colle@ions in that diftri@ were in~
terrupted, he refolved to proceed to its relief.. -

George Ghur* is a fmall fort ere@ed by Mr.
Thomas, when he firft took poffeffion of the
pergunnahs made over to him by Appakanda-
fow; it is fituated four cofs fouth of Jyjur; -
and thirty diftant from Delhi. Theiunquiet
ﬁatc of the pcrgunnahs had mduced Mr.

-

* For this account of th" posmon of George Ghur,
am indebted to the kindness of my h-lend Captam Salkeld of
the caValry

L)
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Thomas to ere this fort with.a view to over-

~ awe the'neighbouring villages, and when fini(h- .
ed he placed a:ftrong body of troops-in - it for
its defence.

"Mr. Thomas having left a body of ‘Rohillas
45 defend ‘Hanfi, advanced towards Cyptain
Smith, and after a march: of eleven cofs, en-
camped at the town of Mahim ; Mr. Lewis at
this time being feventeen cofs to the north-
wett of that place. »

: Here: hewas informed - that Captain Smith,
fwho 'had got imperfect intelligence of bis ad-
vance, kad withdrawn Bis;guns frorp the bat-

. teriesant Gruck his camp,

'Mr. Thomras -having ordered - the cavalry to
- yproceed with rall . expedition, : continued his
~ mearch with the infantry towasds Gearge Ghur,
- swhere, 'on “his -arrival late in the evening, he
jearnt that Captain Smith thad retreated.

‘ Early on the enfuing morning Mr. Thomas
- -commenced the purfuit, but Murtuza Khawn,
the commandant of his fecond regiment, who
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had received orders to proceed in advance, and
cut off the retreat of Captain' Smith, moft un-
-accountably loft his road, and the foldiers being
fatigued, did not come up with their colours;
with the only battalion that remained ‘Mr. -
Thomas, on reaching the rear of Captain Smith’s
line of march, commenced the attack. Cap-
tain, Smith in order to cover the retreat of his
artillery and baggage, drew up to receive Mr.
Thomas, and after a flight cannonade conti-
nued -his route ; at this time Mr. Thomas’s
fecond regiment made its appearance, of which,
from the caufes hefore ftated, not more than
feventy men had yet come up, and they ad-
vancing incautioufly into a field of joar* on the
right, without having previoufly reconnoitred,
were fuddenly attacked by a battalion of the
enemy ; his men being fo few in number made
but a feeble refiftance, and before they had
time to unlimber, the enemy took poflefiion
of four of their guns.

Mr. Thomas hearing of this 'difafter, imme-
diately advanced to the. relief of his troops ; he

- * A grain very common in India,
) v2
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was attended on this occafion by Afalut Khawn,
a native officer, formerly in the fervice of the
Eaft India Company ; they charged the ene-
my with vigour {fword in hand, and after a
.+ fevere confli&, in which the commandant of
the enemy was taken prifoner, gave them a
complete defeat.

Mr. Thomas’s men, thinned in their num-
bers, and exhaufted with fatigue, were unable
to continuc the purfuit; he fent his cavalry
however after the fugitives, who picked up
feveral ftands of colours and fmall arms, which
had been thrown away in the retreat.

In this encounter the enemy loft feven hun-
dred men, while that of Mr. Thomas did not
:exceed one hundrad ; and had it not been for
the foldier-like prccauti‘n'ns.take'n by Captain
Smith in fending forward his artillery and
baggage, while he made head againft Mr. Tho-
mas with his infantry, the whole would inevi-
tably ‘have been captured ; as' it was, he loft
the greater part of his ammunition and bag-

gage.,

. Ld
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. Captain Smith on his defeat returned to
Jyjur, and Mr. Thomas pitched his camp about
two miles diftant from that place.

In the morning he was preparing for a fe-
cond attack, when his hircarrahs, who had
been on the look-out, brought intelligence of
the approach of Mr. Lewis from an oppofite
diretion, and his own troops being not only’
fatigued, but many of them difperfed in fearch
of plunder, he did not think it advifable at that -
time to hazard an engagement,

. Mr. Thomas now returned to George Ghur,
- but had fcarcely reached that place when he
received intelligence of Mr. Perron’s army hav-
ing arrived at Byree, three cofs from his own
encampment. |

On the enfuing morning the enemy prepar-
‘ed to attack him. His fituation was at this

time critical ; the battalions who had before

retreated from George Ghur now came back,
and took poft within cannon fhot to the eaft-
ward of his encampment; the force under
- Mr. Lewis was ftationed to the fouth-weft;
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while the enemy’s numerous cavalry attacked

~ him 1in front.

About four o'clock in the afternoon the
action commenced by a heavy cannonade on
both fides ; the motions of the enemy had in-
duced Mr. Thomas to divide his army accord+
ing to the ground he occupied, the advantage
of which, allowing for the quality of the troops;
was much in his favor; but his battalions not
being accuftomed to be expofed to a canno-

‘nade, he drew up his army on a loofe fand;
- which thereby deadened the fhot and prevented -

their rifing after the firft graze.

His force confifted of ten battalionts of in-

__ fantry, fifty pieces of cannon, fix hundred Ro-

hillas, and about five hundred cavalry, not ex-
ceeding ia-the aggregate five thoufand men;
of which number only four thoufand could be

_brought into a&ion. ,

Of this force five battalions were oppofed to
Mr. Lewis, two were afligned for the batta«
lions oppofite the centre of his line, and three
to fuftain the thock of the enemy’s horfe. On
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the- commencement of the adtion Mr. Lewis's
divifiom came on brifkly, having their guns at;
the:drag ropes; Mr. Thomas; by a rapid: dif=:
- charge of round and-grape thot. from his artil=
lery, at firft threw them into confufien,. antk
had: he.been able at this; moment to.pravent hisq
troops from giving way, would- liave entirely.
defeated the enemy ; ‘but the-ceritra of his Tine:
at this time being hard prefled by the chemy’ss
cavalry, gave way, and no effort: could :prevent,
the remainder from following their example.

"This rendered an immediate and fpirited ady-
vance neceflary to.fuppost. . For this purpofo
Mr. Thomas ordered Mr. Hopkins, with: the
right wing, and Mr. Birch with the left, to-ad~
vance' and charge with bayonets in their ref-
pective wings ; which fervice they. performed
- with,no lefs gallantcy than fuccef.

‘Fhe enemy halted, and began ta retreat ; hut
a heavy fire being ftill continued from their nu-
meraus and well-ferved artilleryy Mr. Thomas’s
peapie fbll in great numbers; which the enemy’s
cavalry perceiving charged a fecond time. -
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- They were not only repulfed with lofs, but
purfued by Mr. Thomas’s horfe to a confider-
able diftance from the field of battle. At this
trme intélligcncc was brought to Mr. Thomas,
- who was on the left wing, that Mr. Hopkins
had received a fevere contufion by a cannon.
fhot; which broke his leg.. This circumftapce:
{o:difheartened his men, ‘that they fell back in
diforder, and  increafed the confufion in the
centre of” his line. '

A ftrong detachment of the enemy, who
were ftationed in Mr. Thomas’s rear, prevented
"his receiving any fupport from the troops op-
pofed to them, and he could only fpare one
battalion to fupport the centre.. This body,
however, condu&ed themfelves with fo much
gallant'ry, that‘could Mr. Thomas have afforded
the additional aid of one hundred refolute men,
they might have advanced, and would in all
probablltty havc decided the fate of the day

~ Night approachmg, and his pcoplc bemg fa-
tlgucd with the fevere fervice they had. under-
gone, deferted their colours, and took fhelter in
the neighbouring ravines.
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"Mr. Thomas exerted every effort to rally
them, but without effe®. In this exigency he-
called in a body of Rohillas, who had been
ftationed in an adjoining village, for the pro-.
tection of the baggage ; and to ftimulate their.
exertions to a renewal of the attack, proffered, .
but in vain, a large increafe of pay. |

Both armies now drew off, ‘and during the
night lay on their arms; and the next morn-
ing, after a fhort and but diftant cannonade,.

the enemy left Mr. Thomas mafter of the ﬁeld
of battle,

p In this action, the enemy loft two thoufand
men, and thirty pieces of artillery.' Mr. Tho-
mas’s lofs was feven hundred men, and twénty
picces of cannon rendered unfit for further fer-
vice. The caufe of this lofs 'in artillery was
occafioned partly by his' cannon being dlf-
mounted by the enemy’s fhot, and partly by
the breaking of their axle-trees, as the carriages

of the guns, inftead of rcconlxng as ufual after
~ the difcharge, from the nature of the foil, being
a deep and heavy fand, ftopt fhort and broke.
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A few days after this-a&ion; the gallant M.
Hopkins died of his wounds.. The death of this-
young man-was a great lofs to Mr. Thomas’s:

_interefts'; and the firmnef(s of: his behaviour
during the whele of his fervice, as-well as the
manly - refignation which he exliibited' at the
clofe of life, ftamps his chara&er as an amiable-
man, a brave and gallant foldier.*

The enemy: were daily reinforced’ by confi-’
derable numbers; amoﬁg the firft of whom-
~ weere the troops under-Bappoo Seindiah. Goor-
dut Sing, Bunga Sing, Jonde S'mg,' and feveral’
other Seik chieftains, added their forces on the
prefent occafion, Runjeet Sing, alfo rdlerof
Bux‘tpoOf, the Hattrafs Rajah, Ramdeen of

* To do JUSthC to the memory of: »my friend, 1 cannot,
~ on this-occasion, forbear to mention, that after the death
of the gallant youth, Mr. Thomas, with aliberality of spirit
which refleéts the highest credit- on his charalter, - seht the
young man’s disconsolate sister (then become an orphan by
her father’s death) a present of two thousand rupees ; with
a promise . if that sum was not thought sufficient to supply
her wants, to extend his benevolence, though out of the’
remains of a ruined fortune of his own.
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Katheler, and the troops of Rajah Ramdlal, ahd. -
Neen' Sing, from the northern parts of the,
Dooab, completed this formidable aggregate..

Thirty thoufand men, and a train of one: .
hundred and ten pieces of artillery, had now
furrounded Mr. Thomas on all fides: they fo -
much overswed the neighbouring peafantry,
that they not only immediately fubmitted, but:
difcontinued their ufual fupplies of provifions
for his camp, by which means his difficulties
were fo feverely augmented, that all he could °
hope for, was an immediate attack on his camp,
thereby to afford him an opportunity of evinc-
ing the bravery of his fmall force, by a vigorous
and decifive encounter.

But being too weak to draw out his force
in the open field, he was compelled to remain
within his lines, and fortify the camp in the
beft poflible manner, by drawing round it a
hedge of the fame kind of thern-trees he had
made ufe of when under fimilar embarraffment

- in the Jypoor dominions.

Having provided for the ‘fcc{xrit'y of his camp;
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and poﬂ'cﬁing a ftock of provifions fufficient for
a month’s confamption, he determined to.re-
main in his prefent pofition until affiftance.
could arrive from Luckwah, who, on the com-
mencement of hoftilities, had given him af-
furances of coming to his fupport.

On the right of his encampmene, a divifion'
6f Mr. Perron’s force had thrown up fome en-"
trenched works ; but Mr. Thomas, by a britk
fire from his guns, quickly compelled them to
abandon it, which, favoured by the darknefs.of
the night, they accomplifhed. ‘

!

Skirmifthes between the armies daily took
place, in which the troops of Mr. Thomas,
though much inferior in point of numbcrs,
had mamfcﬁly the adVantagc
! Thex’cncmy-s ;cavair-y conﬁantly ‘hovered
~ tound his camp to annoy-his foraging parties,
and prevent fupplies of provifions from getting
in... Though inferior to the enemy in point of
numbers, Mr. Thomas’s cavalry, from aétive
and conftant fervice, had a decided advantage ;
and fo very alert were his people, that two of
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the prinéipal commanders of the enemy mar-
rowly efcaped being made’ prifoners in an at-
tempt to furprife his camp

* Warned at l'cngth by experience that no-

thing was to be gained by thefe defultory at-

~ -tacks, and that Mr, Thomas ftrentouly pér-

“fevered in his fyftem of keeping clofe within

his lines, they endeavoured to effe& by corrupt

-and treacherous means, what they had Vair{]jr \

<hoped to accomphih by open and manly war-
fare. -

" It muft here be remarked, that the families
of feveral of Mr. Thomas’s officers refided
within Mr. Perron’s diftriéts. He, in order to
-avail himfelf of their dcpcndant fituation, and
accelerate Mr. Thomas’s ruin, had, at the com-
‘mencement of hoftilities, placed a guard over
their refpe@ive houfes. = Among the principal
_ -were the' fahilies of Shah Tab Khawn and
“‘Khirrate Khawn, the former a colle@or of Mr.

Thomas’s revenue, and the latter the com-

‘mandant of his firft matchlock regiment.

Thefe men, who had been at firft confined
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by Mr. Perron, were afterwards’ liberated and

{ent for:by him.to the fort of Coel, h;s .place
of refidence.

‘He there, by prcfcnt bribes andftill larger
promxfes of reward in future, perfuaded -them
to join in effe@ting the ruin of their principal.
The ungrateful men, althoogh they had on va-
rious occafions expetienced the greateft proofs
of kindnefs and benevolence from Mr. Thomas,
- -and whom he had raifed from lew ftuations
in hisarmy to authorfty and command, ferupled
not to'dcfcrt him in the hour of his diftrefs,
and to jom with his enemies in haﬁcmng his
downfal. |
- Thcrr opportumtlcs to effet thxs were too

favmudblc -Strah Tab Khan, who commanded
in the fort of (3eorge Ghur, had canfed fome
Atacks of bay ‘within the fort, which formed
the chief fupport of his cattle, tq.be treache:
roufly fet on fire. The fmall fupply of .grain
alfo, which now conftituted the fupport of the
- garrifan, was privately madc .away with-by
- means equally nefarious. :
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Nat content with the effeét -already pro-
Kdueed:on ‘the minds of Mr. Thomas's peaple *
by circumftances {o untoward, thefe perfidious

~men were conftantly inftilling into the minds
of:the treeps the perilotfnefs of their fituation,
and+apparent impoffibility of ever extricating
themielves, except by fubmiffien to the. encmy
and uniting-with 'them. Of thefe treacherous

-deigns ‘Mr. Thomas was not intormed until it
was too late to fruftrate their cffect by any- ex-
ertions on his part. Luckwah, whom he im-
patiently expected, did not arrive ; and .other
chiefs who had promifed their -affiftance, not
only withheld it, but aGually joined:his.ene~
mies. -About this time, likewife, Colonel
Hefling, the commandant of Agra, arnived,
and added himfelf to the number of Mr. Tho-
amas’s foes. ‘ '

Sewveral of :bis -officers, “whofe :habitations
were in ‘Mr. Perron’s .diftridts, deferted from ™
his camp. . His cattle: were either killed or
difabled, his grain had failed, and his ammu-
aition fell fhort. With the utmoft exertion
be was-fcarcely able: to. procure grain:by de-
gaching parties fecretly:iit night, who brought
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him in a fcanty fupply in the morning, though
not without frequent diminution of his fmall
force in cavalry.

In this diftrefs Mr. Thomas had no refource
but either to attack the enemy by night, to
fally forth and try the event of a conteft in the
day, or, attended by his cavalry, to attempt his
‘retreat, leaving the infantry to make the beft
terms they could with the ¢nemy. '

After mature deliberation, he refolved to at- ~
tack the enemy, and force his way to Hanfi,
‘which if he could reach in fafety, he hoped to
be able to continue his refiftance with effe&,
until affiftance fhould arrive from Luckwah.

He accordingly gave.the ncceflary dire&ions
for carrying this refolution into cffet: but his
people, fufpe&ing his intention of returning to
Hanfi, now began to pack up. their baggage
and openly to defert the camp. .

On receiving intimation of this defign, Mr.
- Thomas aflembled the officers, and:enquired
‘of them the caufe of this commotion. He was



.D.1801.] GEORGE THOMAS. 321

informed that 1o réliance could be placed on
the foldiers, who, disheartened at their fitua-
tion and the diftrefs they daily endured, would:

no longer remain with their colours.

Fo quiet their apprehenfions, and reftore.
confidence with regard to his fuppofed march
to Hanfi, Mr. Thomas himfelf remained with-
in the lines; and to encourage the drooping
fpirit of his people gave orders for an attack:
to be made on one of the enemy’s advanced
pofts, which from its fituation appearcd eafy
to be taken.

At this moment a dlﬁiculty arofe regarding
the bullock- drivers, who had deferted the camp.
Some fepoys however, encouraged by the pro-
mife of liberal reward, undeittook the office,
and a felect detachment quitted the camp.

But whether from being infected with the
general depreffion of fpirits that prevailed
~ throughout the troops, or that they were really
unfit for the occupation, the fepoys condué&ed
themfelves in fo aukward a manner, and made
' fo little exertion in getting on the guns, that
x
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Mr. Thomas thought it mote prudent to recal
the detachment altogether, and it accordingly
returned to camp.

Shortly after his hircarrahs brought infor-
mation that the enemy, having been apprifed
of his intention to force his way to Hanfi,
had got their line under arms ready to oppofe
his progrefs; and which, if he had attempted it
in the prefent difcontented ftate of his troops,
would in all probability have terminated in his.
difgrace.

Detftitute of forage, in want of ammunitiom,
there being no poffibility of any fupply arriving
frorﬁ without, his foldiers daily deferting, and-
the few who remained even refufing to fight,
except in the actual defence of the ¢amp,, in
this fituation Mr. Thomas affembled a council
of his officers, who, on his fubmitting to them
the circumftances, gave it as their unanimous
opinion, that there was nothing to be done but
by an unconditional furrender to the enemy. .

:_ Mr. Thomas endeavoured to perfuade them
that a retreat to Hanfi was ftill pra&icablc;1
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but his exertions were ineffetual, and a difmal
afpet prefented itfelf on all fides.

For the laft three days no grain had been
ferved out in the garrifon ; but as many of the
foldiers had been provident in times of plenty
to fave from thenr refpective allowances, there
exifted no real want of that article in the camp,
and falt and fugar were ftill to be had in great
abundance. A fmall quantity of wheat {1l re-
mained, which Mr. Thomas humanely appro-
priated to the ufe of the fick and wounded.
The {carcity of provifions operated more fe-
verely upon the Hindoo than the Mooflulman
foldiers, as the latter could fubfift upon the
cattle that were daily deftroyed by the cncmy 5
thot. '

A body of Rohillas, who were ftationed in
the pofts that commanded the water ufed for -
the fupply of the camp; fuddenly went over to
the enemy. Mr. Thomas inftantly appointed
others to guard the pofts thus abandoned ; but
to his forrow foon found that the fpirit of de- -
fertion had feized on the Mooflulman troops
in general, the éavalry alone excepted. At

X2
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feven o’clock in the evening information was
brought that the whole of the troops ftationed
at the out-pofts of the camp had deferted ;
that the enemy were making ‘preparations for
',a general affault; and at the inftant of receiv-
ing this intelligence, Mr. Thomas had the ad-
ditional mortification to perceive the laft ftack
of his hay in flames by the incendiaries. This,
as it afterwards appeared, was a preconcerted
fignal between the enemy and the traitors in
his own camp. '

Diftrefled at this intelligence, Mr. Thomas
demanded of the perfon who informed: hinx
wherefore be had fo long delayed the commu-
nication ; but received in reply only a vague
and unfatisfactory excufe. The fcene of trea-
chery now began to difclofe itfelf.

Shortly after Mr. Thomas’s hircarrahs brought
~ word that Shah Fab Khan, who commanded
George Ghur, had already rhonnted his horfe,
attended by his people and all their effets, and
was preparing to leave the fort, being at that
inftant in conference with a party of the
enemy, who had approached the walls with a
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determination to efcort the traitor to their own
camp.

His efcape was eafily effe@ed, Mr. Thomas
being in no condition to punith him; and on
his departure, a party from camp was ordered
to take pofleffion of the fort; but by the de-
{ertion of Shah Tab Khan the face of affairs
was altered confiderably for the worfe. The
matchlock men were now deferting the camp
in crowds and in all dire&ions; a few of the
officers of the whole regiment being the only
perfons who remained.

Mr. Thomas’s fole reliance was now on the
attachment of the regiment which had béen
commanded by the gallant but unfortunate
Mr. Hopkins, at the commencement of the:
campaign. It was feven hundred ftrong; but
during the late fevere fervice had been reduced
to one third of the ongmal number. ¢ Thefe
“ (fays Mr. Thomas, in the bitternefs of his -

- “¢ anguifh, occafioned by fo many defertions)
‘¢ were the only men that ftood true to my
“ interefls.”
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But even with this force, though compara-
tively fo infignificant,  had there been provi-
fions and forage in the place, he might ftill
have defended the fort of George Ghur; but
excepting the {mall portion allotted for the
, fuﬁénancc of the fick and wounded men, not
a feer of rice or grain could be procured; to
complete their diftrefs, the enemy, perceiving
their forlorn fituation, prepared to advance and
overwhelm them with numbers; nothing now
remained for Mr. Thomas but to attempt a
 retreat, and, if poffible, carry into effect his for-
mer determination of throwing himfelf into

Hanfi.

Agreeably to this determination, having or-
dered the cavalry to hold themfelves in readi-
nefs, he about nine o’clock in the evening quit-
ted his camp.

Not long after, he fell in with a party of the
enemy, who attacked him with vigour: his
men, ditheartened by the late events, having
loft their accuftomed fpirit, gave way on all
fides, and he was compelled with afew fol-
lowers to fly for his life.
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The enemy continuing the put;fuit, he was
compelled to make a circuitous route in order
to avoid falling in with ftraggling parties, by
which means, though Hanfi was not more than
forty cofs from George Ghur, he was compel-
led to travel nearly double that diftance.*

Arrwcd at lcngth in fafety at Hanfi, Mr.
Thomas's firft care was dire®ed to its de-

fence.t

*In this retreat Mr. Thomas rode a favourite Persian
horse of a very superior breed and the highest spirit. On
this generous animal, without dllowing any intermission on
the road, he performed ‘a journey of one hundred and
twenty : miles within twenty-four heurs. This horse, which
Mr. Thomas brought with him’down the country, is now
in the possessmn of Sir Frederick Hamilton, Bart. of Be-
nares.

" 4 Hansi, according to the Ayeen Akberi, is included in
the Soobah of Declhi. Speaking of the rivers contained
within this Soobah, the author of the Ayeen Akberi ob-
serves, ¢ There are also many lesser streams, and amongst
« them the Kenkkar, vulg. (Cuggur). Hansi is an ancient
« city, where reposes Sheik Jumal, successor of Sheik Fe-
% reed Shuker Gunj (of whom we have spoken in our de-
“ tail of the Battee country). The city of Hissar was
# founded by Sultaun Ferose, who dug a cana] which
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Woarned by paft experience of the treacher-
ous difpofition of the Mooflulmans, he commit-
ted the charge of the fort and city to his faith-
fyl Rajepoots, whom on all occafions, and in
the moft trying fituations, he had ever found
‘worthy his confidence.

He, was not miftaken in his conjecuires, as
daily inftances occurred during the fiege of
the inconftancy and treachery of the others.

Two picces of artillery were all that remain-
ed in the fort fit for fervice. The dilatory
march of the enemy to inveft the town af-
forded Mr. Thomas fufficient time to caft and
mount eight additional cannon. The enemy
advancing by eafy ftages poflefled themfelves
of the wells in the neighbourhood of Hanfi,
and at length commenced the fiege. |

-

¢ brings the water of the Jumna near this city. This ca-
¢ nal passes the town of Sersah. Hissar has very few ri»
_vers, and in order to make wells, the inhabitants are
¢ obliged to dig to a great depth.”—See Mr. Gladwin’s
Translation of the Ayeen Akberi, Calcutta edition—
article Delhi, vol. ii, '



A.B.1801,] GEORGE THOMAS. 3129

The Rajepoots who ftill adhered to Mr.
Thomas, by this time reduced in their numbers
to three hundred men; were ftationed within
the fort; the remainder of his force, confifting
of about nine hundred men, were diftributed
for the defence of the city and the out-pofts.
Aware of his very critical fituation, Mr. Tho-
mas himfelf remained within the fort; taking
care to kcep a {trict guard during the mght

The troops deftined for the fecurity of the
out-pofts had fcarccly occupied their refpe&tive
ftations, when, in a manner moft daftardly and
treacherous, they dcllvcrcd them over to the
enemy ; and the fort and city were thus left to
be dc'fcnd'cd by a handful of men.

This even was rendered impradicable by
- the treachery of fome Rohillas,. who invited
the enemy to advance to the attack. The af- |
fault was accordingly made : on the entrance
of the enemy into the town, a defperate con-
fli& was maintained on either fide, Mr. Tho- .
mas’s remaining troops fighting with the moft |
determined valour: ‘three different times the
enemy were repulfed with lofs, but numbers at
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length prevailing, Mr. Thomas could no longer
perfuade his men to continue the confli&; he
was therefore relu@antly compelled to take
fhelter within the fort, and abandon the town,
of which the enemy took immediate poflef-
- fion. B

- Of his whole force, feven hundred men now
only remained. The enemy having ereted their
“batteries, commenced the fiege of the fort,
which, notwithftanding its fiege and the fmall
garrifon which it contained, had there been a
fufficiency of provifions, could ftill have made
a fuceefsful refiftance; but provifions were
fcarce, the Mahomedan troops were clamor-
“ous for their pay, and receiving no fatisfattory
anfwer on this head, they made offers to Mr.
Perron of joining his army on condition of
payment of their arrears, and an advance of
money as a reward for their treachery.

Mr. Perron would readily have agreed to
this propofal, had he not conceived Mr. Tho-
mas could flill defend the place with his re-
‘maining Rajepoots, in which cafe he might
lofe many of his own men; he accordingly
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made Mr. Thomas acquainted with the trea-
chery that was carrying on within the garri-
fon, and advifed him to be upon his guard.

¢¢ Confidering, thcrcforc,‘ (concludes Mr.
¢ Thomas) that I had entirely loft my party,
«¢ and with it the hopes of at prefent fubduing
#¢ my. enemies, the Seiks and the powers in
¢¢ the French interefts; that I had no expec-
¢ tation of fuccour from any quarter, Luck-
¢s-wah having gone to Joudpore; that if hofti-
« lities continued, my refource in money would
“ have failed; in this fituation, I agreed to
“ evacuate the fort; and the neceffary arrange-
‘¢ ments being completed, I ftipulated for a
“ battalion of fepoys to efcort me to the Eng-
«¢ lifh frontier, where I' arrived in the middle
¢ of January, 1802.
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DEATH AND CHARACTER

OF

 GEORGE THOMAS.

NOT long after his arrtval on the Bntith
frontier, ' Mr. Thomas infpefted his affairs;
"and on colle®ing the wreck of his for-
tune, acquired with fo much toil and labour,
he found himfelf poffefied of a fum not more
than fufhicient to procure the comforts of life
" in his native country ; with this he determined
to retire from public life to the enjoyment of
domeftic eafe and quiet ; and with this .ini:cti-
tion was proceeding to Calcutta, when death
arrefted his progrefs, near the military canton-
ments of Berhampoor, on the 22d of Auguft,
1802. He was interred in the burying-ground
of that place, and a monument is now ‘ereéting
to his memory. '
George Thomas was a native of Tipperary,
in Ircland, about forty-fix years of age, tall in
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his perfon (being upwards of fix feet in height)
and of a proportionate ftrength of body; his
countenance was bold and ere& ; but from the
conftant and a&ive ufe of his limbs, during his
long and arduous warfare, he had contra&ed
an elevation of the head which gave him the
appearance of ftiffnefs; though in confequence
of this elevation-his look was more martial,
and indicative of the intrepidity of fpirit
which reigned within, and which wholly pof-
fefled his mind to the laft hour of his life.

- Mr. Thomas appeared formed by nature to
execute the boldeft defigns; and though uncul-
tivated* by education, he poffeffed a native and

* On his first arrival at Benares, after having obligingly
promised his Excellency the Marquis Wellefley to afford
every information within his power of the state of the wes-
tern countries, Mr. Thomas preposed to the compiler of
these memoirs to deliver his information in the Persian
- Janguage ; adding, that from constant use it was become -
more familiar to him than his mative tongue. This offer,
for obvious reasons, was declined ; but it proves Mr. Tho-
mas’s capacity, under every disadvantage arising from a
want of regular education; and I have no hesitation in de-
slaring my opinion, that if Mr. Thomas had found leisure
to cultivate his mind, his progress in the most useful
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inherent vigour of mind, which qualified him
for the performance of great actions, and
placed him on a level with diftinguithed offi-
cers of the prefent day.

That he poflefled fuperior military talents
has, we 'truft, been evinced oy the relation of
the tranfa&tions in the preceding pages; and
in reviewing his condu&, during a long and
multifarious warfare, a more competent efti-
mate may perhaps be formed of his abilities,
if we refle&t on the nature and extent of one
of his plans, which he detailed to the com-
piler of thefe memoirs during his refidence at
Benares. When fixed in his refidence at
Hanfi, he firft conceived, and would, if un-
forefeen and untoward circumftances had not
occarred, have executed the bold defign of
extending his conquefts to the mouths of the
Indus. This was to have been effected by a
fleet of boats, conftructed from timber pro-
cured in the forefts near the city of . Ferofe-
poor, on the banks of the Sutledge river, of
branches of literature would have been surprisingly rapid.

He spoke, wrote, and read the Hindoostany and Persian
languages with uncommon fluency and precisiop.
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proceeding down that river with his army, and
fettling the countries he might fubdue on his
route : a daring enterprife, and conceived in
the true fpirit of an ancient Roman. On the
conclufion of this defign it was his intention
to turn his arms againft. the Punjaub, which
he expected to reduce in the courfe of a couple
of years; and which, confidering the wealth
- he would then have acquired, and the amazing
refources he would have pofleffed, thefe fuc-
cefles combined would doubtlefs have contri-
buted to eftablifh his authority on a firm and
folid bafis.

. Apprehenfive, however, of the ultimate fuc-
cefs of his arms, when he confidered the num-
ber and ftrength of his enemies, Mr. Thomas,
about the time he was occupied in the con-
templation of  the aforementioned plan, made
an offer* of his fervice to the Britifh govern-’
ment ; which, though circumftances of political
confideration might not have inclined govern-

* Correspondence with Captain H. V.. White, to whom
the compiler begs leave :to offer his kindest acknowledg-.
ments for several interesting anecdotes in the latter part of
Mr. Thomas’s career. : ‘

'
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ment to adopt, is neverthelefs fufficient to pre-
fent a corre idea of the enterprifing fpirit of
the man. Having offered to advance and take .
pofleflion of the Punjaub, and give up his army
to the dire@ion and control of the Englith;
to take the country, and, in fhort, to become
an ative partifan in their caufe: he thus,. in
a patriotic and truly loyal ftrain, concludes his
-remarks on the interefting fubject : « * By this
< plan,” fays he, ¢¢ I have nothing in view but
« the welfare of my king and country. It could
“ not be concerted foon enough to be of any
‘¢ ufe in the approaching conflict ; (his difpute
_“ with the Mabhrattas); therefore it is not to
« better myfelf that I have thought of it; I
¢ thall be forry to fee my conquetts fall to the
« Mahrattas, I with to give them to my king,
“ and to ferve him the remainder of my days;
“ and this I can only do as a foldier in this part
« of the world.” -

| His knowledge of the fpirit and charatter
" of the different tribes and nations that com-

pofe the interior of the vaft peninfula of India,

* Captain White’s correspondence.
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was various, extenfive, and - éorrcé_'t; and no
man perhaps ever more thoroughly ftudied, or
more properly appreciated, the Indian cha-
ralter at large. In his manners he was gentle
and inoffenfive, and pofleffed a natural polite-
nefs, and evinced a difpofition to pleafe fupe- -
rior to moft men. . He was, as we have alrcady
{feen, equally a loyal fubje@ to his king, as a
real and fincere well wither to the profperity
and permanenoce of the Britith empire in the
eatt. He was open, geénerous, charitable, and |
Humane; and his behavioyr towards the fami-

- {ies of thofe perfons who fell in his fervice,

gvinces a berevolence of heart, and a philan-
thropy of fpirit, highly honourable to his cha-
ralter. " :

- But with thefe good qualities, the impar-
tiality of hiffory demands that we fhould ftate
his errors, and endeavour to difcover fome
fhades in a charader otherwife fplendid. A
quicknefs of temper, liable to frequent agita-
tions, and the ebullitions of hafty wrath, not
unfrequently rendered his appearance feroci-
gus; yet this only occurred in inftances where
Y
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the conviviality of his temper obfcured his
reafon; and for this, on . conviction, no man
was ever readier to make every aclmowledg-
ment, and reparation in his power. '

~ Perfect correctnefs of conduct cannot be ex-
pected from a character like the one now un-
der confideration, as a feclufion from civilized
life, and long abfence from the exercife of
thofe duties which conftitute the chief enjoy-
ment of focial happinefs, muft neceflarily have
tincturcd the manners of the man with fome
portion of the fpirit of the barbarians with
whom he was fo long an inmate.

Upon the whole, however, we may be juf-
. tified in remarking, that on a review of the
life and actions- of this very extraordinary man,

it is difficult which moft to admire, whether-

-the intrepidity of {pirit by which he was in-

cited to the performance of actions which, by

their effect, raifed him from the condition of
a private fubject to rank-and diftinction among
princes ; or the wonderfyl and uncommon at-
“tachment generally exhibited towards his per-
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fon and interefts,. by natives of every defcrip-
tion, who fought and conquered with him in
‘his long and arduous career, and whofe affift-
ance exalted him for a time to a height of re-
fpectability and confequence that feldom falls
to the lot of an individual.

FINIS.

Y2 '
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- APPENDIX - I.

Lot

Of the Trade in g?ngral carried on in the
Countries to the North-Weft of Dellii.

I. PUNJAUB.

N open trade with this country from
every part of Hindooftan has long fince
ceafed; but petty merchants, by applying for
paflports from the refpe@ive chiefs of the Seik
territories, previous to entering their bounda-
ries, are generally fupplied with them, and
by this means ftill continue a trifling commer- .
cial intercourfe, '

Their exports to the countries weft of the
Attock, confift of fugar, rice, indigo, wheat,
and white cloth. Their imports from thofe
countries are {words, horfes, fruit, lead, and
fpices. Their exports to Cafhmere may be

~
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confidered nearly the fame as into Perfia ; their
imports from Cathmere are thawls, and a va-
riety of cloths, faffron, and fruit.

With the inhabitants of the.mountaims they

exchange cloth, matchlocks, and horfes, for
~ iron, and othcr inferior commodities. From
the Deckan are 1mportcd fulphur, 1ndlgo, falt,
lead, iron, Europe coarfe cloth, and fpices:
their exports arc horfes, camels, fugar, rice,
white cloth, matchlocks, fwor& and bows
and arrows.

“This trade is not carried on by any particy-
lar route, but depends on the chara&er of the
chiefs of thofe diftricts through which they
pafs. The moft confiderable part of the trade
is, however, carried on from Amrut Seer, by
way of Machaywara, to Duttyala; fouthward

- by way of Hanfi, Rauge Ghur,. and Oreecha,
into the weftern part of the Rajepoot country
by way of Kythul Jcind, and Dadery, and
finally by Karnaul towards Delhi and the
Ganges. :
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I, BATTIES.:

The exports of the Batt;es, confift of horfcs,
canels, bu]locks, buffaloes, and ghec, their
~imports are coarfe white cloth, fugar, and
falt; but the trade’is very inconfi dcrablc, and
is carried on by petty merchants of Bahadra,
Noher, and other towns, through ‘the means
of the difciples of Shickh Fereed. The Hifar,
or Harriana diftri&ts import matchlocks, fwo;ds,
coarfe white cloth, falt, fugar, a fmall quan-
tity of rice, wheat, and fpices, their exports -
are horfes, camels, bullocks, and ghee. '

IIl. BEYKANEER.
Beykaneer imports coarfe and fin€ rice,
fugar, opium, and indigé. The fornmiér ar<
ticles they import from the -Punjaub and by
Rauge Ghur and Churoo; falt they get from
Samber, and wheat from the Jypoor country ;
fpices, copper, and coarfe cloth, from Jeflel-

mere. . They have no exports but cattle, and
thofe are of an inferior breed.



346 APPENDIX I

IV. JOUDPOOR.

The country of Joudpoor imports iron,
copper, cloth of different forts, red and yel-
low broad cloth, rice, opium, fugar, and
fpices. The copper and broad cloth are
brought from Surac, from Tatta on the Indus,
and from the J ypoor and Mewar countries. |

Rice, fugar, and wheat from Mewar, Goor-
wara, and thc fouthern parts of their own

country

Their expor{'s are horfes, bullocks, and ca-
mels, of fuperior fize, which are in great re-
queft in various parts of India; falt likewife
from the; Sambre lake, and otlier places inits
~ vicinity, is exported to the Punjaub to the eaft
~and to the fouth. =

. The trade to this country from Surat, pafies
chiefly through Gujerath and Ahumdabad; from
Tatta through the Sindy country and Jeffel-
mere, and to the Deckan, by Mewar and Kota.
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Thc town of Pawley is the greateft mart in
thl; part: of Rajepootana; for there the mer-
chants exchange’ the commodities of Europe,
Perfia, and Deckan, for thofe of Ca{hmere,
Pun_)aub and Hindooftan.

. Thc trade in moft parts of the Rajepoot
country is carried on by camels or bullocks ;
this is unavoidable, the fandinefs of the foil
rendering it almoft impaffable to carriages.

V. KOTA AND BOONDY. .

The produce of Mewat, Kota, and Boondy,
the eaftern parts of the dominions of Jypoor,
and the diftri&ts poffefled by the rajah of :Ka-
roolee, may be mentioned under the following
heads: horfes, >car‘ncls, and otheér cattle, but
inferior to thofc produced in the more weftern
countries ; matchlocks, {words, cloth ‘of a.
coarfe manufa&ure, wheat, rice, fugar, chuna,
barley, and all other Indian grain; and though
about fourteen or fifteen cofs north of the city
of Oudipoor fulphur is produced, it is inferior
to that which comes from.Surat.



348 . -ABPENDIX I

'From the abundant produdion of thofe
countries, a pcrfon ‘would naturally think the
inhabitants were in want-of fcw wnportations ;
_ but they are extravagant in theit mode of
living, and fond of foreign luxuries.

Thcir imports and exports correfpond with
thofe of Jypoor; European and Perfian ar:
ticles come by the channcls of Gujerath, Je:
felmere, and Pawlee. From the Deckan, by
way of Bapaul Soronge, Udjccn, and En-
" dore, to Kota and Beclwara, in- the Mcwar
diftri&k. .

. “The Ghofleins of Nathdorah, a place.twelve
cofs north from the city of Oudipoor, carry
en a confiderable trade with the provinces of
Gujerath, and Tatta, and with Ra_]cpootana,
?unjaub and Hmdooﬁan

Thxs tradc conﬁﬁs of pearls, precious ftones,
arms, fhawls, cloth of every fort, and in thort
the prodution of all nations that trade to

“India. © Kota being in a central pofition, and
the rajah a man of good charaer, is a place

N\
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of great trade,. and: ferves a8 a general dcpoﬁt
for mcrchandxze. . »

VI.. JYPQOR.

~The Jypoor country producing in. ‘itfelf
almoft every neceflary article, does not ftand"
in fuch real want of foreign commodities.
The rajah is in_paft poﬂ'cﬁ'of of Samber, which
produces plenty of falt, as likewife do the
diftri@s of Senganah and Berath. To thefe
may be added copper, mines, alum, blue -
ftone, and verdigrife. There are likewife in
moft parts of Jypoor good cattle, though not
in quality equal to thofe of Joudpoor.

In all parts of the Jypoor dominions are ma-
nufaQories of cloth, of fwords, and of match-
Jocks.

Its imports are, fine cloths, the tiflue ma- .
nufadures of Benares, and thawls from Cafh-
mere. From Guzzerath and Tatta are fup-

plied opium, lead, and fheet copper; horfes
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and fruits from Perfia. were formerly intro-
duced by the route of Beykaneer, but at pre-
fent the Karwans pafs through J efelmere, and
Joudpoor. The court of Jypoor being fplen-
did and luxurious, fo is the confumption of
the produions of other countries confiderable.
+ This encourages trade, and leads to an inter-
courfe with all parts of India. B
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HE following profpectus, drawn up about
~ - eleven years ago, when the compiler of
" thefe memoirs was cthployed on a furvey or-
dered by government through the Dooab
and the countries adjacent, will exhibit to the
reader the outlines of a plan, the greater part
of which is now, by God’s blefling, happily
accomplished.

It is here, therefore, that he wifhes to pay
the tribute fo defervedly due to the memory of
that illustrious luminary, the father of oriental
literature, his honoured and revered friend,
Sir William Jones, whofe kind encouragement
firft infpired the compiler with an ardour for
eaftern literature, and whofe bright example
and uncommon acquirements in every branch
of polite learning, muft ever prove the beft
and ftrongeft incentive to the exertions of
Britifh youth.
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PROSPECTUS.

Having been appointed in 1792 to accoms |
pany an efcort ordered to attend captain Rey-
nolds, of the Bombay eftablithment, on a far-
vey through the Dooab and the adjoining
countries, it appears to me, that in the courfe
of this expedition, much information may be
~ gained on fubjects not hitherto fufficiently.
inveftigated and developed; what I conceive to
be moft ufeful in the refearches above alluded
- to, may be reduced under the folloWing heads;

1ft. The natural produéions of the Dooab,
with its commercial advantages, and a com-
parative view of its former and prefent . reve-
nues, with as accurate a calculation of its in-
habitants as can be procured.

2nd. The places of note, and the rhonu;
ments of Mahomedan grandeur fince the con-.
queft of the Moguls. |



A‘rni@m I 353 .
.- 8d. An account of Calpéc and Etyhh, and
of the improvements that may be made in
the inland commerce with- the ncxghbounng
couatries,

4th Thc cities of Agra and Dclbl, and"
their environs, notwithftanding their prefent
ruinous ftate, will neverthelefs yield materials
for many interefting remarks, The hiftory
of the revolutions at Delhi, and the unfortu-

nate cataftrophe of the prefent defcendant of

Timoor, would, I am perfuaded, be interefting
to my countrymen at heme, and great and
accurate information on this fubjet may be
gained by perfonal converfation with feveral
- of the a&ors in this rcvolutxon, who are now
living at Delhi.*

th. The celebrated city of Mathura, and -
the plains of Bindrabund, prefent a field for
_ the inveftigation of the ancient government
of the.Hindoos; for, on this fpot, confecrated
for ages by the fuperftition of their anceftors,
we may hope to find thofe primitive manners

* See the History of Shah Aulnm, and presént work.
z :
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and cuftoms defcribed in their Sanferié manu-
foripts; and  their religious “opinioms - being
,clofely oconneted with their - civil ordinations,
we may be able to form a more corredt idew
of the fpirit of their ancient governnient.

. 6th. Om the {fouth and fouthsweft of tihw
Jumna, . the provinces of Béondeclound, and
Gohud, which have lately been réduced by the
Mahratta govdrnment;, with vefpeét to their fi-
tuation towards the Vizier's frontiet, are obje@s
"~ of confequence to the Britih nation, and de<

snand an attentive inveftigation. ’ -

vth, From: the late fucceffes attendant o’
Scindiah’s avms, we mufk naturally conclude it
has been owing in a great degtee: to the atten-
tion he has paid to the internal difcipline and
economy of his military fyftem ; it is thertfore
my intention t6 obtain as correét - information
as I can of the ftate of the Marhatta armies,
together with an account of thc Mahratta go-

icmment‘
. * The late maha-rajah Madajee Scindiah.

K
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THE SELKS.

~ Bth. This nation, fo obfcure as hardly to be

.- mentioned even asa tribe, at the beginning of
the prefent century, have, within thefe laft thirty
years, raifed themfelves in fuch reputation as
mot only to attra& the notice, but excite the
alarm of their neighbours on both fides of theig
government. L

They poflefs the whole of the Punjaub, and
it is very probable will one day or other have’
an eye to .a participation of the Vizier’s pro-
vinces. I propofe, therefore, to obtain every
poffible information of their tribe, manners,
cuftoms, and {pirit of government, and, thould
‘we be able, to penctrate into the Punjaub, to

defcribe the face of that country, and the na-
tural and commercial productions.*

~ gth. The defiderata of Majdr Rennel, ﬁhich
from a perufal of his moft excellent memoir I

# See the History of Shah Aulum, and present work.
z2

-
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find to be, firft, the afcertaining the exiffence
of onc of the grand defigns of the Emperor
Feroze; which was, to have cut a canal from
the Sutledge to the Jumna, which would have
opened a communication by water from Cabul
" to Aflam. Major Rennel obferves, he takes it
for granted this canal was never completed, as
no farther intimation has been obtained on that
head. The remains * of fuch a magnificent
work, if any ftill exift, muft doubtlefs be dif-
covered by an infpection on the fpot.

toth. I have int my poffeffion a hiftory of
the celebrated Timoor er Tamerlane, faid to
be written by himfelf. This work contains
the whole of Timeoor's expeditions, from an
early period of his life until near his death. .
The Indian expedition in particular is detailed
in a very accurate manner.

11th. THE ALTARS OF ALEXANDER.

I have been the more induced to prefent to

. ~ the public the above profpectus, as an evidence

* See the 14th chapter of the present work.

-
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that the leifure allowed to officers in the hours
of relaxation from their profeffional duties, has
not altogether been thrown away ; and alfo in
the entertaining a confident hope that the ho-
neft purfuit of laudable ftudies will ever meet
.with public approbation and fupport.
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" APPENDIX IIL

. General Statement of the Forces of feveral of the

Natives Princes and States in the weflern .

Parts of the Peninfula.

THE prefent force of Dowlut’ Row Scin-

diah may be ftated under the following -

"heads. |

Ht. Cavalry, Marhatta, and Hin-
dooftany, including the cavalry ftation-
ed with the different colletors that

might be brought to a&tina war, 20,000
Ambajee’s cavalry in the diftriét of
Gualior : ‘ 4,000

Mr. Perron might muster in Hin-
dooftan, that is, Delhi, Agrah, Jauts,
Bapoo Scindia, and Madhoo Row’s ca-
valry, exclufive of Seiks or Rajepoots 7,000

Entire force of Scindiahi’s cavalry 31,000
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-
)

Scindiak’s Infantry. |

2d. The number of battalions at prefent
under the command of Mr. Perron amaunt to
forty ; each battalion generally confifts of five
hundred men, gunnets and fighting men of
cvcry'defcription includéd. Each battalion is
Providcd'with four ficld-pieces, a carronade,
or howitzer, and fome pieces of ordnance of -

large caliber, for the purpofe of throwing
grape, :

A brigade. confifts of eight battalions; it has
eenerally a feparate park of ten pieces of artil-
lery attached to it. This park is compofed of
battering guns and fparc ficld-pieces.

The ftrength of' each bngadc will conﬁﬁ as
follows,

:Strength in officers and ﬁghting

quén of every defcription - - . 4,150
Pieces of artillery — 50
Strcngth of five bngadcs 20,750

Pxeccs of artillery — T 25q
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The remains of Colonel Felofe's bri-

gade, fix battalions, men 3,000
Ordnance —_ 60
Five battalions of Col John Hefling 2,600
Ordnance — —_— 30

Ambajec’s battalions may be com-
puted at four hundred men each, of
which he has fixteen battalions 6,400
His artillery is not regularly attachs
ed to his battalions, and therefore often . .
varies; but, generally fpeaking, may be -
computed at four pieces to each batta-

lion — — 64
The battering train ikewife varies, :
but may be computed at pieces 20

Total artillery of Ambajee’s pieces 84

_Begum Somroo.

~*Five battalions of about fix hundred

amen each —_ — . 3,000
Pieces of artillery — 24
x Cavalry - —_ 150

, ] find by thls, that the ftatement of the Begum’s force,
as gwcn in the Hxstory of Shah Aulum, is partly mcorre&.
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Bapooh Scindiah
. Has two battalions = - 1,000
. Artillery pieces e = 10
Total force of Scmdlah in cavalry 31,150
Total forcc in mfantry 38,050

S ————

Grand total mfantry' and- cavalry 69,200

Grand total artillery ditto picces 518

REMARKS BY MR. THOMAS.

# It is proper to obferve, that Mr. Perron .
and Ambajec are now levying troops, which
may caufe a material error in this ftatement a '
- few months hence. Ambajee and Perron are
_pofleffed of. artillery exclufive of the above-
mentioned; and Scindiah, by the artillery
taken from Holkar, is able to add conﬁdqrably
. ta his awn part ‘

Prcfcnt ftate of Scindiah’s mfantry They
are the worft in India; are not commanded by

¢ This statement -was made 1802,
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oﬁi/ccrs of experience, nor well armed, nor cor-
- dially attached to the fervice of their mafter;
they are in arrears of pay, and would be de-
feabed by a fmall force of regular dittiplined
troaps, w;th a few- pu:ccs of well ferved ar-
tdlcry '

Mr. Perron’s infantry are in appearance the:
beft troops belonging te Scindiah: they are.

under better fuberdination to their officers, and
are more regularly paid, armed, clothed, and
‘, dxfclphncd

. The troops of the late Colonel Felof 4nd
thofe of Colonel Heﬁing, ore cqual to thofe
- of Mr. Pcr:on.

. Thofe of Begum' Somroo are ina ﬁate of |

. mfubordmatlon, and mutmous. :

o Tho{'e of Ambajee. and Bapoo Scindia de
not deferve the name of troops ; they are un-
(hfcxphncd and ill- armcd ’

Thcu' artlllcry is In gcncral bad, and is
frequently - difrmounted of itflf. in the ufual
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‘courle of firing in a field of battle. Mr.
Thomas relates one inftancg where twenty-five
p‘ieccs of cannen were rendered unfit for fer- -

vice, . mght of which only were ftruck by the
enemy’ s fhot.

) Force of Ali Behaudnr.,

Al Behaudur, the Marhatta chief, ‘'who is
in pofleflion of the open.country, as likewife
deveral. of the ftrong holds in Boondeclcund,
has four battalions, confifting of betwoen five
and fix thoufand infantry, fix or feven thou-
fand cavalry, with forty or fifty picoes of ar-
tillery, all of the very worft quality. The bat-
talions, each about five hundred firong, arc
without difcipline, or military regulation of
'_any kind, and may be confidered as a mbble

The mfantry confifls of Rohillas, Boondcc-
labs, and Malwa Scbundyg, -who are amvcd'
with matchlocks .

The cavalry confifts of Marhatta Moofful-
mans from Cuttair, (Rohilcund) and from the .
Doo Ab.



1364 APPENDIX 1L

The " beft troops in the intereft of this chief
are the cavalry of his affociate Himmut Be-
haudur, the Ghofleen; they are in number
about two thoufand, and are chofen men.

Himmut Behaudur has likewife a body of
~ infantry, amounting to about three thoufand,
‘We may therefore compute the colleéted force
. of Al Behaudur at twenty-one thoufand,
chiefly rabble, and incapaBlc, fays Mr. Thomas,
of oppofing a regular and difciplined force,
though far inferior in point of numbers,

At the head of this rabble, thefe chiefs keep
pofleffion of a country capable of yiclding a
‘pevenue of one crore of rupees,

| .Detail of the force of Ali Behaudur ;.

* four hattalions, men — 2,000
Irregular infantry ditto - .~ 6,000
Cavalry  — ~— 7,000

 Artillery —- . — . 50
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Force of Himmut Behaudur.

(In the fc,rviée of Ali Behaudur. ) »
Irregular infantry =~ —  — 3,000
+ Cavalry —_ - —_ 2,000
Artillery pieces - - 20
Combined force of Ali Bchaudur and Hlmmut ‘
| Behaudur. | |
Cavalry —_ — 9,000
Infantry, —_ - 11,000

To which may be added infantry
attached to the guns. — | — 1,000

Grand total, men 21,000

Pieces of artillery ~ —  — - 70

Prefent Force of Kafhi Row Holkar, and

- Jeffivunt Row Hol.éar o
« The cavalry of thefe two chiefs may be
computed at thirty thoufand, exclufive of the
Pindaries or irregular horfe. In this ftate-

ment, made from information received from -

writers and foldiers in their fervice, who fel-
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dom fail to add to the number, there may pro-
bably be fome error. But it is certain that
- Jeflwunt Row Holkar is a&ually at the head of
a body df -cavalry amounting to twenty thou-
fand men ; .Kafhi Row Holkar has from four
to ﬁvc thoufand cavalry at Indore, his capital ;
to which, if the cavalry of Ameer Khaun; a tri-
butary, be added, as likewife that under the
- different  colle@ors, the number will amount
in the aggregate to thirty thoufand. Thefe
chiefs occafionally receive the aid of from fix
to ten thoufand Pindaries, a banditti who lay
- wafte the countries through which they pafs,
by predatory warfare.,

- b ceama e s

e

" Force in Infantry.

o Conﬁﬂ:iﬁg of eight battalions com-
puted at four hundrcd men_per bat-

talion, -— — 7 3,2v0
Artillery men, B 600
Rohxllas, C e 2T e T 10,000

» [ P PSS PO
I ’Fotal mfanery 13,800

N oL e———

Arhﬂery p1tcés O L T SR, ‘53
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Holkar’s cavalry are fuperior to thofe of
Scindiah, being better officered, and more
correfpondent with the seal Mabsatta -cuftem
of predatory warfare. . ’
Thc. mfantry (ob{crvcs Mr. Thomas) are
vcry ‘bad. They are ill paid, badly officered,
and wu:hqu.t fubordmmon undxfc1phned nor
can thcy fnake ufe of their arms in action. °

Thc Rohnllas in Holkar's fervxce are a faxth—
lefs- -rabble, who willftand true only as long as
- they find it their intereft; they are always
ready to leave or ruin him, if not regularly
paid; or when expected to move againft an
enemy of fuperior force; or if by any means
they thould have accumulatcd money.

Detailed Statement of the colleGled Force of Kafhi
Row Holkar, and Jeffivunt Row Holkar.

Cavalry, —_ —-— 30,000
Pindaries or Looties, mounted on
fmall horfes, - — 10,000

" Total cavalry, 40,000
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Infantry.
Eight battalions at four hundred men . ’
cach, — = 3,200
Artillery men, &c. - 6oo0
~* Robhillas, _ - 10,000

Total iﬁfanﬁ’y, 13,100

Artillery pieces, — . .~ = 60

Grand total, 53,800
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Ageneral Abfirac? qf the Countries, and their In-
habitants in the north-weft parts of the Penins
- fula of Hmdog/ian with the Diftance of the
capital Cities from Delhi in Briti _/h Miles. /

- 11t THE Punjuab or country of the Seiks, is

compofed of the province of Lahore,
. and the chukla or divifion called Sirhind. The
inhabitants in general are Seiks, though the
cultivators of the foil are many of them Jauts.

Force. Cavalry 60,000. Artillery 40 pieces.
Infantry 5,000. Revenue 5 crores.

Capxtal Lahore, N. W. by N. three hun-

dred mllcs
AA
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2d. The Hurrianah country is included in
the Sirkar of Hiffar ; it is called in the map the
Lefler Baloochiftaun. The inhabitants are
chiefly Jauts, with the exception of a few
-Rajepoot, and Rungur villages, which laft ap-
pellation is given to fuch of the Rajepoots who
have embraced the Mahomedan religion.
Does not Rungur imply coloured,’ or ftained,
or of mlxed blood ?

Capltal Hiffar, W ‘N. W. one hundred
and éight m:lcs.

3d. The country called Tahneffar conﬁﬁs
of the weftern parts of Tahncﬂ'ar, Kcrnaul
Kythul, Panniput, Sefeedoo, Jeind, Kofohan,
and Dehatarut. The inhabitants are chiefly
Jauts, though fome have become Seiks, and a
few are Rajepoots, but of a low caft.

No partlcular capxtal

4th The Battce ‘country ; the chiefs of
which are Rajepoot Mooffulmans; the com- -
mon people are Jauts who have become Moof-
fulmans, and the cultivators of the foil are
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termed Ryis, and are a peaceable inoffenfive
race. '

Capltal Batrier,"W. N. W. two hundred
and nineteen miiles.

5th. Beykanccr is governed by Rathore Ra-
_jepoots ; the cultivators are Jauts.

Force. CaValry 2,000. Artillery 30 pieces.
Infantry 3,000. Revenue 5 lacks.

Capital, Beykaneer.

6th. The Jypoor country is governed by
Rajepoots of the Kutchwa tribe; the culti-
vators are Jauts, Bremins and Meenas.

Cavalry 30,0060. Artillery 40 pieces.
Infantry 10,000. Revenue 60 lacks.

Capital Jypoor or Jynaghur, S. W one
hundred and fifty miles.

7th The Row Rajah is a Rathore Rajepoot ;
| AA2



372 APPENDIX 1V,

the cultivators of his country are Jauts Mew-
"attes, and Aheers, a favage tribe, approaching
in their manners to the Jauts.

Cavalry  1,500. Artillery 16 pieces.
Infantry 2,000.  Revenue 6 lacks.

Capital Alwur,* S. W. by S. 9o miles.

* This place, the fort of which is situated on the sum~
mit of a high hill, is thus described in a work published
some years since by Elias Habesci, but better known to the
English reader under the name of Count Gika. ¢ The
¢ emperors had likewise kept Aloor, a country very fertile
% in mines, and not at a great distance from Mattra. On
¢ those mountains there is another distinct nation called
¢ Mina, whose most splendid quality is that they excel all
¢¢ others in stealing, and we are assured that they are the
¢ most dexterous pilferers of India. They are capable of
¢ carrying off a horse or a prisoner from the most vigilant
« guard. All these countries produce infinite quantitics
“ of cattle, in which their prmcxpal trade consists.

“ The richest, most agreeable, and -most commodious
« place in those parts is the plain or valley of Tannagasi,
¢ two leagues in length and one in breadth, which contains
“ now seventeen mines that are-opened, and as they are
¢ well explored, they may be reckoned to produce a crore
« of rupees annually. The province of Aloar is dependant
% on Jypoor, or should'be. It is in general as fertile in
¢ mines as the other, and is rich; but the little province
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8sth. joudpoor, whofe ruler is called the
Rhathore Rajah and Marwar Rajah. He isa

¢ of Tannagasi, which is subject to Aloar, is really the
¢ most substantial part. Tannagasi lies at only four days
¢ small journies from Mattra. The capital and only town
“ bears the same name. It is pretty large, trades consi-
<t derably, and is sitnated at the foot of a mountain, on
% which there is a fort, with some pieces of artillery. In
#¢ 1780 and 1781, a Frenchman commanding the artillery
< of Nadjifkan undermined this garrison; but it surren-
s dered before the mine was sprung. ’
“ If the English chose to seize an Aloar and Tannagasi,
¢¢ their army, which I suppose to be encamped at Mattra,
¢ must march to Deeg in a'single day. Proceeding thence
¢ they should leave Aloa ten English miles to the right:
¢ they would find no opposition hitherto. It is only at
¢ Sakmin Ghur that we find a fort, which commands the
« plain that leads to a pass on the road to Tannagasi. At
¢ that pass there is another small fort, and both together
¢ could not hold out twenty-four hours against an attack
¢ in form. Tannagasi is the terrestrial paradise of that
“ country: it is there that decent employment would be
« found for two hundred individuals of the English nation;
¢ and, aided by two battalions, they would. be enabled to
s¢ explore peaceably all its mines, and make them produce
“¢ sixty lacks of rupees, clear of all expences, in each year:’
“ but in the case two redoubts should be constructed on
¢ the two bapks of the J umna to protect the-passage-boats”
¢ for merchandize and minerals, they might send from
# Tannagasi, escorted by a company of the battalions that
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Rhathore Rajepoot of the pureft and moft an-
cient blood of the Rajepoots. The cultivators
are Jauts. :

Cavalry 27,000, Artillery 30 pieces.
Infantry 3,900, Revenue 20 lacks,

Capital Joudpoor, S. W. by W. 350 miles,

oth. | Karolee, whofe Rajah is of the tribe of
- Rajepoot, called Jadoo. The cultivators are
Jauts, Bramins, and Meenas.

Cavalry 6,000.  Artillery 12 pieces.
Infantry 2,000. Revenue 5 lacks.

/Cépital, Karolee, fouth 140 miles,

1oth. The Kithen Ghur Bajah is of the
tribe of Rhathore Rajcpoots. The cultivators
are Jauts, -

¢ would be stationed there. From Mattra the goods might
#¢ pass on to Futty Ghur, or some other place on the
% Ganges, to be sent thence to a greater distance. The
© % nayigation of the Jumna as far-as Allahabad mjight be
¢¢ attempted.”——8ec Objects interesting to the English
Nation, vol. ii. page 113 and 114, Colcutta edxtxon, A, D,

1793-
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Capital Kithen Ghur, §. W." by W. 200

miles.

~11th. Oudipoor or Mewar, whofe ruler is
called likewife the Ranah of Chittore, from
the celebrated fort of that name fituated with
in his dominions. Confult Colonel Dow’s
Hiftory of Hindooftan. This prince is alfo
called Urfee Rannah, which was afflumed by
one of his anceftors, and adopted by his fuc-
ceflors. He is of the tribe called Sefodiah.
The cultivators of Oudipoor®are compofed of
Rajepoots, Jauts, Bramins, and Beils.

Cavalry' - 12,000,
Infantry 6,000

Capital Qudipoor, S. W. 350 miles..

12th. The principalities of Kota and Boon-
dee, whofe chiefs are of the Chohan tribe, and =
-are likewife denominated Addah Rajepoots.
The cultivators are Rajepoots, Jauts, Bramins,
Beels, and other claffes,

“Force, Infantry ,2,0‘0.9- _
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Cavalry 3,000
Artillery 20 pieces.

Revenue " 30 lacks.

- Capital Kota and Boondee, S. W. 250 miles.

13th. The Burtpoor Rajah is a Jaut, the
cultivators are chiefly Jauts.*.

Force, Cavalry 1,000
Infantry 2,000
Attillery 20 pieces,
. Revenue .15 lacks.
Capital Burtpoor, fouth 100 miles.

® Of this fingular tribe, the ingenious author of Objets
interesting to the English Nation thus remarks:—¢ The
¢ Jattes derive their origin from a fingle head of a family,
¢ whose name was Ram-gee ; he had thirty-four children,
¢ who gave him many grand-children, who all respected
¢ him as their father and prince. ' The eldest of the fa-
¢ mily in direct line has always been acknowledged as
Ram-gee himself ; they were cultivators ; thence their
attachment to agriculture. They remained in obscurity
¢ until the fall of the Mogul empire 3 they have seized on
Agra, and extended their power as far as Siren, on the
¢ road to Lahore. Their chiefs resided at Agra with the
title. of Rajah’s ; the first of them that acquired repu~
% tation was named Jonas Sing ; his successor’s name was

2
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¢¢ Creten Sing, and that of the last chief was Naval Sing.
<¢ Since this nation has been defeated by Nadjuf Khan,
¢ it has fallen into contempt and oblivion; for they
#¢ have loft their conquests, and are now confined
¢ to Burtpoor, which is the capital of their little
% country; but'it is very strong, its ditches are of a
¢ breadth more than is usual elsewhere, they are fifty-six
¢ feet deep, and are always filled with water that comes
¢ from a perennial spring, Their present chicf, who now
¢ retains the title of Rajah, is called Rengit Sing, who is
'« at the same time the chiefof their religion, which is that
of the Hindoos.””——See Objects interesting to the
-English Nation, vol. ii. p. 120 and 121,

£¢
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© CONCLUSION.

-

"IN the force above detailed, a ftatement of
the militia of the country is not included ; their
numbers are confiderable, and they in fa&
conflitute the chief fupport of their refpective
. ftates. '

Under the head revenue, that which is paid
into the treafury of each prince is here defig-
nated ; \the revenue arifing from lands grantcd
to the different chiefs in Jaiedad, is not in-
cluded in any ftate, excepting in the Pun_]aub
as more fully explained in our account of that

country,

By the artillery here mentioned, is only
meant what is capable of being brought into
the field, few of which are in good ‘order ; fome
* of the chiefs have a numerous artillery in their



CQNCLUSION., 379

forts, to Wthh however they pay but little
attcnma
Conﬁdcring the furprifing fertility of foil, the

abundance of all things neceflary for the fupport
of the inhabitants, and the internal riches of
thefe countries, and their capability of improve- -
ment, as well in regard to commercial as po-
litical relations, it is matter of no fmall fur-
prife to think they fhould for fo long a time
have remained almoft unknown to-the British
nation in India; and that, after being fove-
reigns of fo confiderable a part of this exten-
five empire, we fhould now, for the firft time,
receive information, that the faireft part of the
country is yet unknown to us.

This however is the faét, and it would ap-
pear that Great Britain might derive confider-
able advantages from a clofer alliance and
more intimate acquaintance with the coun-
tries in the interior parts of India; and more -
efpecially with the Rajepoot ftates.  Thefe
countries, as well from the advantages of na-
tural fituation as from their immenfe internal
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refources, would be able to form the ftrongeft
barrier againft the entrance of our political
rivals, the French, to the central parts of the
peninfula, whenever a renewal of hoftilities
may induce the attempt.
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POSTSCRIPT.

The compiler of thefe Memoirs has particular
Pleafure in delivering to his readers a letter
lately received from an Officer of rank in the

- Jervice of Scindiah, refpecting Mr. Thomas’s
charalter, and which comes in a manner
more peculiarly appropriate, as being the
genuine gﬁ'zg/ioméf a-liberal mind, and the
honourable teflimony of a gentleman who,
though an enemy from neceffity, has, for:
the fake of juftice alone, paid the tribute .

- which he thought due to Mr. Thomas's
merits as a man and a_foldier.

DEar SR,

T AM happy to learn, from the public
prints, that we are foon to have the pleafure
of a life of the late George Thomas, from
your pen; as he was a fingular charater,
which deferves to be refcued from oblivion,
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“and as I was intimately acquainted with him,.
and was. principally employed by General
Perron, to perfuade him to enter with his
troops into the fervice of Scindid. Morcover
being concerned in arranging the capitulation
of anfi, after he had the misfortune to lofe
his army, and in condufing him to the
British frontier; if you think ‘I can fupply
any fa@s, or offer any materials which might
clucidate or add to the work, I thall be not
"only happy, but proud to contribute all in my
power. ' :

. : |
I had a fincere refpe for his character ; I

“regretted his misfortunes, and [ did all in my
power to obviate those misfortunes by my ad-
vice and my conduct; all my influence with
General Perron was exerted to ferve him, and ~
1 did every thing in my power to meliorate the
feverity of his misfortunes, after he had been -
unfortunate from the doubtful event of 'war;
and I fhould be happy if I could afford the
{malleft mattcr towards the record of his fame.
With fome oddities, and many fingularities,
he was an uncommon character ; and his ex-

- ertion towards ftation, power, riches, and
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glory, were ftill more uncommon; . he was
uncommonly ambitious, which was the prin-
“cipal caufe that led to his ruin ; he would be
all or nothing. To ferve under the orders of
another was an inglorious dependance, in his
eftimation of things; and the diftractign
which- then prevailed in’ Scindiah’s govern- -
‘ment, offered an enticing field to difplay his
courage and his.abilities; for courage he pof-
fefled in an eminent degree; and he certainly
had abilities, if a clear head, a folid judgrhent, ,
and acute difcernment, may be called by that
name. Hoping you will pardon this intrufion,
and view it in the light in'which it is intend-
ed, to add my mite to tranfmit the name of
George Thomas to pofterity, fuffer me to re-
main with efteem, ' -

- Dear Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,
LEWIS F. SMITH.
Burhanpore, |
18¢h July, 18083,





